
rowing up in Iran,
my family didn't
have access to
Bollywood movies.
However, my mother
was determined to
introduce us to the
vibrant and colourful
world of Indian cine-
ma. She would often

go to the video library in Tehran to
source Bollywood films.

I still remember the day she
brought home the first Bollywood
movie we ever watched - "Qayamat
Se Qayamat Tak." As we settled
down to watch the movie, I had no
idea that it would mark the begin-
ning of my love for Bollywood and
India.

From that day on, I was hooked. I
would eagerly await my mother's
next visit to the video library, hop-
ing that she would bring back
another Bollywood classic. I would
immerse myself in the music, the
dance, and the drama of each
movie, mesmerized by the beauty
and magic of India.

Years later, I would look back on
those childhood memories with
fondness and gratitude for my
mother's efforts to expose us to a
culture that was so different from
our own. And I knew that my love
for Bollywood and India would
always be a part of me. So, as I grew
up with Bollywood films and the
vibrant culture of India, I knew
that my connection to this beautiful
country was not unique to me. It
was a connection shared by genera-
tions of Iranians, including the
Shah, a connection that would con-
tinue to thrive for generations to
come.

Although I did not personally

experience Iran's glorious period of
monarchy, I have been exposed to
these narratives through my father.

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi,
the last Shah of Iran, was a leader
who left a lasting impact on Iranian
history. His rule was characterised
by impressive modernization
efforts and remarkable economic
growth. However, his authoritarian
tendencies were cause for concern
and eventually led to his downfall in
1979. Despite this, the Shah's rela-
tionship with India stands out as a
shining example of the deep cultur-
al ties between these two nations.
The Shah's love for India served as a
testament to the enduring bonds
that unite countries across vast dis-
tances and political divides.

The Shah's connection to India
The Shah's connection to India
dates back to his childhood. He was
educated at Le Rosey, a boarding
school in Switzerland, where he was
classmates with Indian princes.
This exposure to Indian culture and
traditions sparked his interest in
the country and its people.

As Shah, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi visited India several times
and developed close friendships with
Indian leaders, including Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. Their rela-
tionship was based on mutual
respect and a shared commitment to
modernization and progress.

One anecdote that highlights the
Shah's love for India occurred dur-
ing his first visit to the country in
1956. The Shah was scheduled to
attend a reception at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the presiden-
tial palace in New Delhi, but he
arrived early and decided to take a
walk around the city. As he was
walking, he saw a group of Indian
children playing cricket and
stopped to watch. The children

invited him to join in, and the Shah
happily played cricket with them
for over an hour.

The Shah's connection to India
was also reflected in his interest in
Indian art and culture. He was an
avid collector of Indian art and
artefacts, and his collection includ-
ed pieces from a wide range of
regions and time periods. He also
supported the study of Indian cul-
ture and history in Iran, funding
research and educational programs
on Indian topics.

Our King's love for India was
reciprocated by many Iranians, who
also admire Indian culture and tra-
ditions. Indian films and music are
popular in Iran, and many Iranians
are familiar with Indian art and lit-
erature. Tehran has a street named
after Mahatma Gandhi, a tribute to
the friendship between his father
and Mahatma Gandhi.

However, the Shah's close ties
with the West and his alignment
with the United States during the
Cold War strained his relationship
with India and other Non-Aligned
Movement countries. Iran's support
for Israel during the Arab-Israeli
conflict also put it at odds with
many of its fellow Muslim nations.

Despite these tensions, the Shah
remained committed to his vision of
a more modern and prosperous Iran
and continued to seek out opportu-
nities for cooperation with India
and other Asian nations. He recog-
nized the potential for a stronger
relationship between Iran and
India, based on shared cultural and
economic ties, and worked to foster
greater cooperation between the
two nations.

One example of this cooperation
occurred in the 1970s, when India
and Iran signed a bilateral trade
agreement that helped to boost eco-
nomic ties between the two coun-
tries. The Shah was a strong sup-
porter of this agreement and saw it
as an opportunity to expand trade
and investment between Iran and
India.

The Shah's connection to India
serves as a reminder of the strong

cultural and historical ties between
these two nations. Despite their dif-
ferences in politics and geography,
Iran and India share a deep admira-
tion for one another's culture and
traditions, and a mutual desire for
greater cooperation and under-
standing. The Shah's love for India
and his commitment to fostering
closer ties between the two nations
will always be remembered as a tes-
tament to the power of cultural
exchange and diplomacy.

Gesture of Solidarity
A remarkable bond that the Shah of
Iran forged in India was with
Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first
Prime Minister. The two leaders
had a shared vision for the progress
and development of their countries,
and collaborated closely on a range
of pressing issues.

One of the most memorable
moments of their friendship
occurred during the Shah's visit to
India in 1956. At the time, Nehru
was in the midst of a major political
crisis, with several of his ministers
resigning from his cabinet. The
Shah, recognizing the importance
of Nehru's leadership for both India
and the wider world, offered his

support and encouragement.
According to one anecdote, the

Shah told Nehru, "My dear friend,
when the people of Iran elected me
as their ruler, they gave me a great
responsibility. They did not elect me
to be a tyrant, but to serve them.
You too have been elected to serve
your people, and they need you now
more than ever. Stay strong, my
friend, and do not let this crisis
defeat you."

Nehru was deeply moved by the
Shah's words and later remarked
that they gave him the strength and
courage to face the challenges
ahead. The two leaders continued to
maintain a close friendship
throughout their lives, despite the
many political and cultural differ-
ences between their countries.

Another significant moment in
the relationship between Iran and
India occurred in the aftermath of
the Islamic Revolution. In 1980, the
Indian government granted asylum
to the former Iranian Prime
Minister, Mehdi Bazargan, who had
been imprisoned by the new regime.
This gesture of solidarity was wide-

ly praised in Iran and helped to
cement the close relationship
between the two nations.

Enduring Friendship
Today, Indian films, music, and lit-
erature remain popular in Iran, and
many Iranians study Indian culture
and history. The Indian government
has also been supportive of Iranian
cultural events and initiatives, such
as the annual Persian Film Festival
held in New Delhi. Persian film-
makers are obsessed with Indian
cinema.

Majid Majidi's cinematic master-
piece, "Beyond the Clouds," is a tes-
tament to the deep and abiding love
that Iranians hold for the art, cul-
ture, and stories of India.

Set against the backdrop of the
bustling streets of Mumbai, the film
captures the essence of India's
vibrant and diverse culture.
Majidi's artful direction and mas-
terful storytelling breathe life into
the characters and the city they
inhabit, transporting audiences to a

world of colour, music, and magic.
But the film is more than just a

celebration of Indian culture. It is
also a tribute to the enduring
friendship between our two nations,
a friendship that has been forged
over centuries of shared history
and cultural exchange.

The Shah's commitment to fos-
tering closer ties with India and his
love for Indian culture and tradi-
tions serve as a reminder of the
power of diplomacy and cultural
exchange to build bridges between
different nations and people.

Many Iranians continue to
revere the Shah and his legacy.
They credit him with laying the
foundation for a more modern and
prosperous Iran and see him as a
symbol of the country's potential
for progress and development.

And today as Iran and India con-
tinue to navigate the complexities
of the modern world, it is important
to remember the deep cultural and
historical ties that unite these two
great nations. Whether through cul-
tural exchange, diplomatic coopera-
tion, or personal friendships, the
legacy of the Shah and his connec-
tion to India will always serve as a
reminder of the potential for
greater understanding and coopera-
tion between my ancestral land and
my adopted homeland. ||||
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rganizational transfor-
mation with a signifi-
cant digital presence is
like navigating a major
city's subway system.
You get on one train,
only to get off at the

next stop and board another. And
so it continues. But, unlike a hap-
less visitor clinging to the hope
that the next leg will be the final
one, you understand that your
trip is never really going to end.
Organizational transformation
is a journey that never stops. It's
up to you to keep steering in the
correct direction. Accordingly,
staying on the right course with
your organizational transforma-
tion mandates your continued
evolution as a leader as well.

A successful transformation
is certainly a testimony to your
leadership skills. Not everyone
can help devise, implement, and
motivate to the level required by
sweeping change-the steep fail-
ure rate attests to that. And, as
an accomplished leader, you're
well aware that meaningful

change can't possibly take place
without equal conviction and
energy from everyone on your
team. Acknowledged inclusion is
everything.

But the challenge is by no
means over. As you and your
organization move forward, so
too must you continue to hone,
sharpen, and, if need be, change
elements of your leadership.
Your organization isn't what it
was yesterday-and neither
should you stay the same.

Organizations of all types
have shredded hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars on poorly
planned and executed swipes at
transformation. Although the
reasons for those pervasive mis-
steps can vary, one undeniable
mistake has to do with finances.

Below are eight lessons every
leader must embrace if they want
to avoid the same misfortunes:

Follow The Money
They must focus on the business
and understand how it creates
value. Leaders must understand
the business strategy: Regarding
each product market, is the firm
in an exploratory or exploitative

posture? This assumes that the
organization has a strategy that
is well articulated and supported
by appropriate structures,
processes, and information.

Managing Technology 
The next generation of leaders
will understand-or should if they
want to succeed-that they must
invest in managing technology
as well as in the technology itself.
If there is any remaining doubt
today, there will not be in the
future; technology, per se, is an
equalizer. Only in the manage-
ment of it can firms eke out an
advantage.

Understand What
Technology Does
Unless they appreciate that tech-
nology often plays a critical role
in establishing or maintaining a
strategic position, future leaders
may well spend inappropriately.

But that appreciation must
evolve to an understanding of
how the various types of technol-
ogy-those that enable transac-
tions, decisions, or relationships,
for example-contribute to an
organization's strategic actions.
More often than not, in the first
half century of technology, it
was thought about only tactical-
ly.

See Through Walls
Tomorrow's leaders will be far
more comfortable with deriving
value through partnerships and
other types of engagements.
They must understand the role
technology plays in enabling
these partnerships and learn to
manage the technology that
stretches across internal organi-
zational boundaries.

Manage Business And
Technology As One
The moments of dissension and
the finger-pointing at failures
will disappear as executives
come to see that technology fail-
ure is often due to weak or non-
existent business strategy or fail-
ure to create a business-driven

technology strategy. Alignment
will increasingly be seen as only
the first step; it will occur to all
that the design and management
of business cannot be done apart
from the design and manage-
ment of technology.

Scrap The Org Chart
We are already seeing the blend-
ing of corporate roles. It will be
commonplace in the future.
Leaders will have to be comfort-
able in both the business and
technology realms. This re-iden-
tity is already underway.

Get Underneath The Hood
Leaders of the next generation
must be able to discern business
processes below the overarching
posture of an organization that
advance strategy. Moreover, they
must see technology as part and
parcel of these processes; the two
are inseparable. This is going to
require untying the functional
straitjackets in which many
organizations have existed.

Get Comfortable With Speed
Is it too much of a cliché to say
that everything will move faster
and faster, that interconnectivity
makes the whole world our play-
ing field, and that we must give
up command and control so that
our people on the edges of the
organization can react to events
in real time? And that this is an
entirely new way of thinking
about management and leader-
ship? And that even if we pay lip
service to it today, it will be very
hard to accomplish?

Above all, what really matters
moving forward is your under-
standing and recognition of the
scope of change, in which you are
a valuable player. Armed with
that powerful mindset, you've
positioned yourself to be just as
aware of how different your
organization will look in the
future-and how you can adapt to
help that journey continue toward
growth and further success.
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International FND Awareness Day
hen it comes to disorders and diseases, one of the most common misconceptions is that people are in control of their
symptoms. With disorders like FND, that's not the case. FND, or Functional Neurological Disorder, is a disorder that breaks
down the communications between the brain and the body, even when both the brain and the body are functioning
correctly. FND can mimic other conditions because varying patients can have symptoms ranging from chronic pain to
immobility.This day is all about spreading awareness and finding out what you can do to help this cause.W
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In 1980, the Indian
government granted

asylum to the
former Iranian Prime

Minister, Mehdi
Bazargan. This

gesture of solidarity
was widely praised
in Iran and helped

to cement the close
relationship

between the two
nations.

#BLISS-OF-NATURE
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#WORKPLACE-EVOLUTION

Most Amazing
Sunset Destinations

in India
Observing the west direction will never
be more inspiring than coming across

these incredible sunset points.

unset is one of the
gorgeous phenomena
of nature and watch-
ing the sunset is a
true treat for its visi-
tors. People have an
incredible experi-

ence when they see the sun
melting into the horizon from
a panoramic location. These
locations can be a mountain-
top, an ocean, a glacier or the
top of a skyscraper.

There are several amazing
sunset destinations in India
that allow you coming across
the most beautiful picture of
nature. Observing the west di-
rection will never be more in-
spiring than coming across
these incredible sunset points.
Explore top places in India to
enjoy sunset.

Haji Ali Dargah
Haji Ali is a popular religious
place in Mumbai. It is also an
amazing place to enjoy sunset.
The setting of sun, against the
serene background of Haji Ali
Dargah, long stretches of
ocean and sea-birds are just
perfect way for enjoying a pic-
turesque sunset. It is one of
the best sunset points in India
offering the most relaxing ex-
periences to the visitors.

Kanyakumari Beach
With long stretches of multi-
coloured sand, Kanyakumari
Beach offers spectacular
sights of sunset over the con-
fluence of the three seas, in-
cluding Arabian Sea, Bay of
Bengal and Indian Ocean. The
beach is well-known for offer-
ing distinct reddish sunsets.
On full moon evenings, enjoy
the perfect combination of ris-
ing moon and setting sun. This
occasion makes it the most
beautiful sunset destination of
India.

DiskitNubra Valley
The untouched beauty of
Nubra Valley is magically
pure making it one of the best
places to enjoy sunset. Sunset
at Diskit village in Ladakh is a
magical experience as the
mountain ranges radiate the
delightful hues of yellow and
orange making the atmos-
phere glow. During the sunset,
the angular rays of sun bring
life to the desert and make it a
gorgeous place to visit. Each
framework creates a piece of
magic making sunsets in the
valley must experience.

Rann of Kutch
Rann of Kutch is another gor-
geous sunset destination of In-
dia. Sunset at the Rann of
Kutch makes the visitors feel
like enjoying a beautiful natu-
ral wonder in the desert. At
the White Rann of Kutch, the
phenomenon offers spectacu-
lar views to the visitors. There
is nothing more beautiful than
seeing the setting of sun on a

clear day at Rann of Kutch.

Sunset Point, Mount Abu
Sunset at the Sunset Point in
Mount Abu is an awesome ex-
perience as view of the sun
setting into the horizon leaves
the visitors in awe. With a cool
weather, pleasant backdrop, a
hot cup of tea and corn cobs
ensure a bewitching sunset.
Sunset Point of Mount Abu is
one of the best destinations to
enjoy beautiful sunsets.

Monsoon Palace, Udaipur
Also known as SajjanGarh
Palace, Monsoon Palace is
known for offering incredible
sunsets to the visitors. Along
with being a significant her-
itage structure, it is also a pop-
ular sunset point of India.
From a height at Monsoon
Palace, you can see the sun
sinking into the horizon leav-
ing its colours all over the
place.

Alleppey Beach, Kerala
Alleppey Beach is one of the
most magical sunset destina-
tions of India. The sun on the
horizon bids farewell to this
side of the earth and a wide
open compilation of thin wrin-
kles is collected. It is magical
to watch sunset over a broken
bridge stretching into the Ara-
bian Sea. The evenings in
Alleppey Beach is something
that you always look for.

Palolem Beach, Goa
Palolem Beach is known for its
spherical shape and incredible
natural beauty featuring palm
trees around. It is also known
for being one of the most beau-
tiful sunset destinations in In-
dia. With wooden huts, palm
trees and gorgeous & flawless
stretch of water, sunset at
Palolem Beach of Goa is a
wonderful experience.

Radhanagar Beach,
Havelock Island
Sunset at Radhanagar Beach
is purely overwhelming mak-
ing it one of the best places to
enjoy sunset in India. The un-
touched beauty of beaches;
coral reefs and natural back-
drop create a perfect aura for
enjoying memorable sunsets.
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Lessons Every Leader
Must Embrace

Organizations of all
types have
shredded hundreds
of millions of dollars
on poorly planned
and executed
swipes at
transformation.
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According to one anecdote, the Shah told
Nehru, "My dear friend, when the people of
Iran elected me as their ruler, they gave me a
great responsibility. They did not elect me to
be a tyrant, but to serve them. You too have
been elected to serve your people, and they
need you now more than ever. Stay strong,
my friend, and do not let this crisis defeat
you." Nehru was deeply moved by the Shah's
words and later remarked that they gave him
the strength and courage to face the
challenges ahead. The two leaders continued
to maintain a close friendship throughout
their lives, despite the many political and
cultural differences between their countries.

Love Like & Friendship
Between Iran & India

Mariam
Abuhaideri
Animal rights
activist and a
wonderlust

Prime Minister Jawharlal Nehru with H.M. Queen Soraya and H.I.M. Emperor Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran.

Pahlavis meet Indira Gandhi in India, 1970. Iranian royal family.

Prime Minister Morarji Desai with His Imperial Majesty, Shahenshah of Iran at
Niavaran Palace in Tehran on June 5, 1978.

The Shah of Iran, Mohammad Shah
Pahlavi, poses with his son, Prince
Reza, and wife, Farah, following his
coronation in 1967.

Debjani Ghosh.

Taj Mahal

WWiitthh  soothing shades of
yellow, orange and pinkish
red, Taj Mahal glows
amazingly during sunset. It
is one of the most popular
sunset destinations in India
to witness the sun while
sinking into the horizon.
The marvellous structure of
white marble with its
delicate carvings and
location near River Yamuna
creates striking sunset full
of romance and splendour. 

Rann of Kutch.


