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“What ’s on your  mind ,
i f  you  w ill  allow the

overstatement .”
-Fred Allen

Lantern Festival
lso known as the Shang Yuan Festival or the Yuan Xiao Jie Festival, the Lantern Festival
is a traditional Chinese holiday that falls during the first month of the lunar calendar,
on the fifteenth day. The festival is a celebration of the end of the Chinese New Year
celebrations and the start of the new year. It's a time for families to come together
and enjoy food, entertainment, and the lighting of lanterns.A
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it happens here...

OOOOOoooo What A Twirl!!

h yes, it was a twirl. We
began with sharp heals
and ended with comfort
slippers, but no one
thought to give a miss.
This is a lesson to my
mom, who decided to stay

away, although she would have been
the one to give us wakey wakey calls
each day. From chai to coffee to chat!
Gastronomies taken care of, even a
foodie bazaar to take away home, all
things you already have. (This is the
fun of which good melas are made
of, you wonder why you even
thought of spending money to buy
something you already got from
another mela and still haven't found
use for!) All the music, dance and
song. Somehow managed, because
natural strength gave way to enthu-

siasm. Evenings were transporting.
Same old Rajasthani Manganiyars,
but they were just captivating all
over again. The fusion music could
have been explained better, but I
was told, you hear music, you don't
explain it. So, I'm from the next gen-
eration and don't have to know it all.

The art needed longer and a qui-
eter display. Sensitive souls, and
expressions need some gentleness
of environment. Nonetheless, they
were wonders to behold. Next time,
we'll ask for extended time for the
arts, if it's economically viable.

The organizers should be con-
gratulated, they stood their ground
in the face of bites from critical
media, and some small mishaps,
like the bathroom queues. Dear
organizers- women need twice the
number for the same job, don't ask
why, this is the standard arrange-
ment anywhere. The walk away was
not their fault, because general

good behaviour of accommodation
is anyway expected from the educat-
ed enough to write a book. Sorry
gentleman, for Jaipur wallas, we
usually behave better. Please accept
heartfelt apologies. Please extend us
an undeserved consideration of
hearing your book, whose descrip-
tion makes one wonder, why we
know so little, and worries us to try
and know it.

International matters were left
undiscussed, even in the closed por-
tals of home. Sunakji, we thought
you were the boy from our own
mohalla, only made it to the heav-
en- Bigland. Please don't shut us
out. ‘Akhir ghar sabhi ko aana hi
padta hai.’ Maybe just for some
‘thandi chaon.’ We are proud of
you, and at any time, waiting with
hearts open and cool ‘pankha’ with
‘chai, pakodi.’
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Tusharika Singh and Jags. Namita Gokhale, William Dalrymple, Sanjoy Roy, Faith Singh, Apurv Kumar, Sanjay Agarwal and three other members.

International matters were left undiscussed, even in the closed portals of home.
Sunakji, we thought you were the boy from our own mohalla, only made it to

the heaven- Bigland. Please don't shut us out. ‘Akhir ghar sabhi ko aana hi
padta hai.’ Maybe just for some ‘thandi chaon.’ We are proud of you, and at

any time, waiting with hearts open and cool ‘pankha’ with ‘chai, pakodi.’

Anjali Sharma
Senior Journalist &
Wildlife Enthusiast
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