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Orthodox Christmas Day

rthodox Christmas Day is a religious holiday celebrated by Orthodox Christians around the world. It is a celebration 7 Janu ary 2023
of the birth of Jesus Christ, who is considered the Son of God and the saviour of the world in Christianity. It's
typically celebrated on January 7th-according to the Julian calendar which is used by many Orthodox churches-
and is also referred to as "Old Calendar Christmas" or simply "Old Christmas." Orthodox Christmas Day marks
the beginning of the Christmas season, which culminates in the celebration of Epiphany on January 19th.
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the Olympics

Breaking is burgeoning in popularity across
the globe and will soon be an Olympic sport.
But as it crosses over into the mainstream,
the practice risks losing its subcultural edge.

reakdancing (or

breaking, as its prac-

titioners prefer) is

standing at a cross-

roads. Considered

part of the "four ele-
ments" of hip-hop, alongside
rapping, graffiti and DJing, it
first emerged in the 1970s on
the streets of the Bronx. The
first B-boys and B-girls were
typically Black and Puerto
Rican youth, who lived on the
margins of New York City.
Requiring no expensive equip-
ment or technical training, it
was an art form that emerged
out of poverty and oppression
- people often got into break-
ing because there was nothing
else to do. Today, it's a global
industry and, as of 2024, will
be an Olympic sport.

The dance itself has
evolved, too, becoming more
athletic and elaborate - at the
top level, it now resembles
gymnastics more than any-
thing. While most breakers
welcome this mainstream
recognition rep-
resented by the
Olympics, some
fear that the
practice risks
losing its count-
er-cultural edge
and becoming
divorced from
its hip-hop roots.

While  hip-
hop culture and
breaking have
always been
entwined, the
first breakers weren't dancing
to hip-hop - simply because it
didn't exist yet. To begin with,
it was mostly carried out to
funk music; the name derives
from the "break" in, say, a
James Brown song, when all
the instruments cut out
except for the beat.

While breaking developed
within Black culture, the
dance itself drew on a wide
range of influences. It was
heavily inspired by 'uprock-
ing', a 1960s style of dance
built around foot shuffles,
body drops and hand gestures,
known as 'burns', which were
intended to convey a kind of
metaphorical aggression.
While uprocking was a mul-
tiracial and city-wide phe-
nomenon, it was associated
with Latin Americans as well
as the Black community.

In the early days of break-
ing, moves from 1970s Kung-
Fu films were another source
of inspiration.

It wasn't until the early
1980s that breaking, alongside
hip-hop music, fully exploded
in popularity in New York. At
the time, people from outside
of the scene often misinter-
preted it as being literally vio-
lent. On one occasion, a news-

had broken out in Washington
Heights, only to arrive and
discover a group of Black
teenage boys who had been
arrested for dancing.

Writing in the Village
Voice in 1981, dance critic
Sally Banes argued that,
"Breaking is a way of using
your body to inscribe your
identity on streets and trains,
in parks and high school
gyms, it is a physical version
of two favour-ite modes of
street rhetoric, the taunt and
the boast. It is a public arena
for the flamboyant triumph of
virility, wit, and skill. In
short, of style."

The early 1980s were a
furtive time for queer
nightlife in New York, and
breaking played a generative
role in this subculture too.
Today, the role that breaking
played in queer culture is typ-
ically under-acknowledged,
which perhaps reflects a bias
towards the histories of white
gay men.

Breaking
began to spread
out from the
Bronx and
became popular
in the nightlife
scene of down-
town New York,
where B-Boys
and B-Girls
would perform at
the coolest par-
ties and gallery
openings by
artists like Jean-
Michel Basquiat. It came to be
viewed as a symbol of irre-
pressible urban vitality.

From its subcultural roots
in New York, breaking eventu-
ally became a nationwide craze.
One of the first big crossover
events was when B-Boy Richard
"Crazy Legs" Colo’n starred in
Flashdance, a wildly successful
film that helped to turn break-
ing into a fully-fledged cultural
phenomenon.

Throughout the 80s, the
increasing commercial suc-
cess of hip-hop music and the
rise of MTV took breaking
from inner-city New York to
the suburbs of white
America. Since then, even if
it's less a common fixture in
hip-hop videos, it has main-
tained a place within the cul-
ture, whether that's reality TV
shows across the world.

The reason the Paris
Olympics committee decided
to include it was precisely
because they wanted to appeal
to younger viewers, which is
testament to its continuing
relevance. Whether it's still a
subculture is hard to say: on
the one hand, it still largely
exists outside of the main-
stream, and there are break-
ing scenes in some of the
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ight months ago when
the decision to hold
the 18th  National
Scouts &  Guides
national jamboree at
the Nimbli
Bramhnan village, 220
hectares of land
belonging to the
RIICO, there was
nothing except the
barren land, dunes, and uneven
surface where unhappy cattle
grazed looking for some green
grass. The village comes under
Rohat tehsil, so the jamboree's
venue is described as Rohat.

This was the place which has to
be turned into a national jamboree
venue with all the facilities that
one expects to see during
Olympiads where the Olympic vil-
lage is specially created for ath-
letes of the world. In modern days,
an Olympic village is created with
buildings that have apartments,
which after the completion of the
Olympics are sold as dwellings,
normally they fell in urban areas.

But, for the national jamboree
all structures like tents, toilets,
bathrooms, kitchens, dining areas,
office spaces, recreational centres,
the arena, stage, and the area for
various scouting activities like
adventure etc have to be created
from scratch. Various agencies
providing the tenting and other
facilities and also creating seating
stands were to be hired.

Apart from this, roads, electrici-
ty, water supply, water tanks sewer-
age facilities, etc also were needed.

Niranjan Arya, the state chief
commissioner of the Rajasthan
Bharat Scouts & Guides was a man
who had a dream like Martin
Luther King. Arya is a former
Chief Secretary and currently an
Advisor to the Chief Minister, the
man behind the show. The state
government has provided budget-
ary support of Rs 25 crore for this
event. The venue for the national
jamboree was carefully chosen so
that the expenditure on creating
the infrastructure could be used in
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A 1956 picture of the National Jambor
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the future for building the indus-
trial area falling under the Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial Corridor. Thus
a lot of planning was required and
the RIICO engineers worked out a
good plan for the whole area like
building gravel roads, pipelines,
water tanks, etc.

Gigantic Task

Rohat will soon thrive under the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
as its part of the Jodhour-Pali
Marwar Industrial  Corridor
(JPMIA) project area and is located
equidistant (30km) from Jodhpur
City and Pali town, while it is just
60km from Marwar Junction on
the Dedicated Freight Corridor
line connected with Jodhpur
Marwar Indian Railway line,
which passes through the project
site, whereas Jodhpur Railway
Station is located at a distance of
about 30km on the north-western
side. The site is very well connect-
ed by road with NH 62 and SH 64
(Jalore Road) passing through the
site and the Jodhpur International
Airport (30 km) by air.

All the work was to be executed
by RICCO and state government
departments like the PWD, PHED,
and the JVVNL and a lot of coordi-
nation was required. The require-
ments for the national jamboree
had to be executed under the

Scouts Jamboree In Raj
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ee when it was held in Jaipur.

norms given to the hosts by the
Bharat Scouts & Guides.

Govind Meena of the Rajasthan
Scouts & Guides was the man, who
was involved in the project from the
very beginning. A well-meaning
and devoted person, he coordinated
with the RIICO and other agencies
and explaining the officials the
requirement of the jamboree.

The officials were aghast when
they came to know that a whole vil-
lage with a dwelling capacity of
35,000 has to be created. It was
something that was beyond their
imagination. But they were willing
people and they took up the chal-
lenge although with trepidation.
The task was gigantic and the time-
frame was just eight months. Prior
to this, a national jamboree was
held 67 years ago in Jaipur with
only a few thousand participants.

Sundar Rathor, a young archi-
tect who was chosen as the project
architect was taken to the spot by
Govind Meena. "I was not sure
whether I would be able to come up
to expectations. But I gathered
courage and was encouraged by
Govind Meenaji and RICCO offi-
cials. The land looked fearfully bar-
ren. We had to measure the place
that would be needed for the proj-
ect. In right earnest, the land meas-
urements were taken and areas
selected which would be developed.
The land area was cleared and
smoothened with the use of earth-
movers and as the land was
cleaned, our vision grew, and we
began contemplating on where

he lake area was demarcated.

It was decided to use the lake
for water-based adventure
activities. The adventure activities
expert Akhil Shukla gave us ideas
as to how best it should be
developed for water-based
adventure activities. This was a
wonderful creation and we
restored the old pond to a new
glory" said Rathor.

every thing was to be laid out. A lot
of blueprint was prepared.

Arya was keen that the place
should look vast, with no dearth of
space. A total 220 hectares of land
was available and was put under
our disposal." said Sunder Rathor.

The foremost requirement was
laying the pipeline for water sup-
ply and building a huge water tank
that could supply water. When we
were finalising the spot where the
water tank was to come up, we dis-
covered there was a pond at that
place, which was used by the vil-
lagers for the cattle, said Rathor.

"Niranjan Arya decided against
that spot, he said that the pond
should not be disturbed and the
60,000 litres capacity water tank
should be shifted to some other
place. He also ordered that the
pond should be made part of the
jamboree venue area. He also
asked us to expand the pond and

Sundar Singh Rathor the architect of
Rohat Jamboree.

put more water in it. We restored
the pond and expanded it to make it
look like a man-made lake. It really
looked nice. The lake area was
demarcated. It was decided to use
the lake for water-based adventure
activities. The adventure activities
expert Akhil Shukla gave us ideas
as to how best it should be devel-
oped for water-based adventure
activities. This was a wonderful
creation and we restored the old
pond to a new glory" said Rathor.

Dream Venue

"Rathor said that Arya insisted
that as there was no dearth of
space, the tents should look big and
spacious. Thus each tent area was
given a space of 3 feet by 40 feet. It's
for the first time that such a large
tent area was created in any
national jamboree.”

"We built a large podium of 1400
X 1000 feet to enable the spectators
to see it from various angles. We
also created an area for pitching
3500 tents, 1700 equipped toilets
with water facilities and 1700 bath-
rooms, and provided sewerage
facilities.

Barring roads leading to the VIP
tent area that was made of pucca,
other roads of gravel were laid.
The venue also has two helipads."

It was decided that the main
venue gate will be located near the
National Highway to enable free
and hassle-free entry. A huge gate
was created at the entrance. Free
entry and exits were ensured as
logistics was an important issue.

We created seating stands made
of wood that would have a capacity
of 35,000. The entry and exit points
were created keeping in view that
there was no chaotic situation."

This is how the dream venue
was created in which 90 percent of
the material was locally procured

and local labourers were hired pro-
viding them employment.

What turned out was a dream
venue that would see various com-
petitions - adventure valley, global
village development, integration
games, march past, folk dance,
rock climbing, parasailing, and
water activities among others will
be organised in the seven-day jam-
boree. Truly, it's going to be a mini
Kumbh of the youth of the country.

A huge entrance gate has been
erected at the jamboree site decked
with Rajasthani colourful man-
danas showcasing the rich culture
of the state. The gate will welcome
the guests with the signage
"Padharo Mhare Desh"

Shortly after the start of
Scouting in 1908, its rapid and
unexpected spread in countries
outside the British Isles caused
Lord Robert Baden-Powell, the
Founder of Scouting, to realise
that a get together of Scouts of all
nationalities must sooner or later
be organised. But any ideas he may
have had were stifled by the out-
break of War in 1914. In 1917, the
Tenth Anniversary of the first
Scout camp on Brownsea Island, it
had been hoped to hold some kind
of celebration to mark the event.
Things being as they were it was
decided that an "Imperial and
International Jamboree" be held as
soon as circumstances would per-
mit. As the War finished in 1918 it
was decided to hold it two years
later in 1920. Incidentally, a similar
position was reached when it was
decided to hold the 6th World Scout

Jamboree in 1947, two years after
the Second World War.

One must understand the mean-
ing and importance of Jamboree.
Jamboree is a word with a fairly
complex etymology Based on the
most popular belief, it traces its
root to the Swahili word Jumbo,
meaning Hello. In the world of
Scouting, "a Jamboree is a large
gathering of Scouts, at a national
or international level".

The first World Scout Jamboree
was held in 1920 in the United
Kingdom and the latest 24th edi-
tion was celebrated in West
Virginia in 2019.

World Jamboree

The sixth World Scout Jamboree
was held in 1947 and was hosted by
France at Moisson, a village on the
outskirts of Paris. It was a retired
shooting range of the World War II
era, located on the bank of Seine.
This was the first Jamboree held
after the devastating World War II
and was aptly named the Jamboree
of Peace

The Boy Scout movement had
already gained momentum across
undivided British India by then.
After 1911, the program was
opened for native Indians and
started gaining prominence in
Calcutta, Mysore, Jabalpur,
Allahabad, Shimla, and Madras. In
the province of Western Punjab,
the Scouting program was intro-
duced in the towns of Lahore and
Ghora Gali. For the Jamboree
Mondial de la Paix in 1947, 165 Boy
Scouts were selected from all parts

of undivided India with Danmal
Mathur of Ajmer's Mayo College as
the Scoutmaster, to be led by G.J.J.
Thadeus, a staunch Christian from
Kerala. Four boys from Jaipur,
Jasdev Singh Hari Narayan
Nigam, P P Singh and S. N. Kaul,
and boys from Ajmer's Mayo
College were part of the Indian
contingent.

After the first time when India
took part in the World Jamboree in
Paris, the idea of holding an Indian
jamboree was also born. It a gigan-
tic task then to hold a national jam-
boree. But the start was made with
the active initiative of the Andhra
Pradesh unit.

After independence, the first
All-Indian Jamboree was held from
27th December to 31st December
1953 in Secunderabad, Andhra
Pradesh. It was inaugurated by the
first Prime Minister of India
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. About
7,340 Scouts and Guides participat-
ed in this Jamboree. 719 Scouts &
Guides from Rajasthan participat-
ed in this Jamboree. On 31st
December 1953 Dr. Rajendra
Prasad their President of India
presided over the closing ceremony
of the jamboree.

The second jamboree was held
in Jaipur in 1956 and it was the sec-
ond biggest event to be held in the
Pink City after 1948, Indian
National Congress session that
was held at Gandhi Nagar where
facilities were created to hold the
mega event with minimal
resources. 1M
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Niranjan Arya, State Chief Commissioner of Rajasthan Scouts ( extreme left) with President Draupadi Murmu when he met her
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to extend invitation to grace the National Jamboree at Rohat.
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Resolutions are overrated. Here's a better
method to start the New Year off right.

he beginning of the

year is a natural time

for reflection. Many of

us look back at the year

that's passed and think

about the year ahead.
While you can make changes at
any time, the New Year is the best
time to commit to leading your
best life. Goals and resolutions,
however, can be impersonal, says
Scott Simon, author of Scare
Your Soul: 7 Powerful Principles
to Harness Fear and Lead Your
Most Courageous Life.

"A study from 2016 indicated
that only 9% of people feel that
their New Year's resolutions were
successful at the end of the year,"
he says. "People are
left feeling like they
didn't hit the mark." *

To encourage
people to hit the
core of their goals
and values, Simon
suggests taking time
to write yourself a
letter.

"This is a letter
that nobody else will
see," he says. "It's
not about resolu-
tions; it's about feel-
ings and values, and
it comes from your
heart. Most people
have probably never taken the
opportunity to write a letter to
themselves, but when you do it,
magical things start to happen.
You start to lead your life accord-
ing to your own set of goals and
wishes that that come from with-
in."

How to Write Your Letter

Your letter should talk about the
year you want to have ahead.
Simon says the letter should
answer five questions:

m What are the fears you plan to
tackle, those things you
believe are holding you back?

m What are adventures you will
embrace in the year to come?

m How will you connect or recon-
nect with others in your life?

= How will you plan to grow?

m What can you do to serve oth-
ers?

Reviewing Your Letter

Once you write your letter, refer
to it over the course of the year.
Reading your letter over again
will become a key motivator
throughout the course of the
year. Since it's personal to you, it
will remind you what your key
values and goals are.

"It really keeps you on track
with what are the most important
aspects of your life," says Simon,
who suggests keeping your letter
nearby, such as in your night-
stand. "Don't be afraid to revise it.
This is a living document."

Be sure to review your letter at
the end of the year before you
write the one for the
next year. "When
you take a look at
that letter after a
year there is some-
thing really special
about that moment,"
says Simon. "You are
talking directly to
yourself, saying,
'"This is what I cared
about a year ago.
How did I do? Did I
hit those values? I
make reading it at
the end of the year a
big deal."

When you go
through the process of reviewing
it, look at where you hit the mark
and where you don't. Give your-
self grace and the ability to be
human. "Know that there are
times when you will miss the
mark," says Simon. "You won't
always do exactly what you think
that you will do; life intervenes
sometimes and sometimes we fall
short."

For those things you failed to
do, say to yourself one of two
things, suggests Simon: 'Yes, I
want to do this better, and I'm
going to recommit to it," he says.
"Or it turns out that this wasn't
really what I needed to do. It was-
n't that important to me now that
I've been through the year."

It can be an incredible upward
spiral where one thing will lead
to another, then all of a sudden
you are leading your best life.

THE WALL

BABY BLUES

By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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