International Karaoke Day

here's something so compelling about taking a few minutes to belt out a song while pretending to be a rockstar! Perhaps, it's the thrill of holding a
microphone, maybe, it's the idea of possibly being discovered and becoming famous, or it could just be that many people enjoy karaoke more after
having a few drinks. International Karaoke Day is here to show appreciation for this fascinating form of interactive entertainment! The word comes

from a combination of "kara" which means empty and "“oke" which refers to an orchestra. Together, the word means "empty orchestra.” As
technology has advanced, karaoke has become more accessible to individuals and families, often with the ability to flash the lyrics on the screen.
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#REJECTIONS TO REVOLUTION

The Rise of Jack
Ma and Alibaba

Failure is not the opposite of success,
it is often the foundation of it

libaba.com

orn into a modest
family in China,
Jack Ma did not
begin life with privi-
lege or promise. His
early years were
marked by struggle,
and his path to success was
anything but smooth.
Academically, he faced repeat-
ed setbacks, failing his univer-
sity entrance exams not once,
but twice. Where many would
have given up, he persisted,
eventually earning admis-
sion, though his challenges
were far from over.

After graduating, Ma
entered the job market with
hope, only to face rejection
after rejection. He applied to
around 30 different jobs and
was turned down by every sin-
gle one. Even positions that
seemed within reach, like
becoming a police officer or
working at a fast-food chain,
slipped through his fingers. In
one widely cited example,
when a global fast-food chain
opened in his city, nearly
everyone who applied was
hired, except him.

His ambitions to study
abroad also met disappoint-
ment. He applied to Harvard
University multiple times and
was rejected on each occasion.
By most conventional stan-
dards, his record looked like a
series of failures.

But Jack Ma's story did
not end there, it began there.

He ventured into entrepre-
neurship, starting his first
company, which  failed.
Undeterred, he launched a
second venture, only to see it
collapse as well. At one point,

even his own team members
began to lose faith and quit.
These repeated setbacks could
have broken his spirit, but
instead, they reshaped his
perspective.

Ma realized that instead of
following what others were
already doing, he needed to
look at the world differently,
what he thought the people
truly needed. This shift in
mindset became the turning
point of his life.

In 1999, he founded
Alibaba Group, an online
marketplace designed to con-
nect Chinese manufacturers
with global buyers. At the
time, the internet was still
new in China, and the idea
seemed uncertain. Many
doubted the concept. But Ma
believed in its potential.

Slowly, Alibaba began to
grow. What started as a small
startup in an apartment
evolved into one of the largest
e-commerce platforms in the
world. Over time, it expanded
into multiple sectors, includ-
ing cloud computing, digital
payments, and logistics. The
company's influence became
so vast that its value sur-
passed the GDP of some small-
er nations, a testament to the
scale of what Ma had built.

Jack Ma's journey is not a
story of instant success, but of
relentless persistence. His life
shows that failure is not the
opposite of success, it is often
the foundation of it. By chang-
ing his lens and refusing to
give up, he transformed rejec-
tion into opportunity and
built an empire that reshaped
global commerce.

Anjali Sharma

Senior Journalist &
Wildlife Enthusiast

he important question
pending, had to be
asked, what do you
now do for a living,
since displaying
snakes is outlawed. It
was a tough one I
know. The living condi-
tions were telling their
own miserable tale.
They are not included in any kind
of government relief programs, as
they are not educated or organised.

"Our samaj vyavastha is in
shambles, we cannot feed our fami-
lies, so how can we go to sarkari
offices to fight for our rights, which
also have to be paid for by greasing
hands, which we are incapable of,
since we don't have the money or
the clout for it."

"Earlier, we used to earn money
on Shivratri or Naagpanchmi,
when people look for saperas to do
their pooja. Nowadays, we do this
pooja as ordained by our Guru, by
ourselves every year, without any
monetary help from other people."

The worst that has happened to
them is the loss of dignity. If
caught with a snake in a public
place, they will be fined, although
the sum may look a puny amount to
us, for them, it's the difference
between a dal with the roti or none.
The fine is two hundred and fifty
one rupees each time.

"We are not thieves. My great
grand-father, Rugga Nath ji, was
appointed by Maharaja Mansingh
ji as a Sapera for the Amer Fort. I
have photo of his to show you. You
see, we are respectable people, but
our poverty has closed all doors for

us. We cannot even feed our chil-
dren anymore, leave alone educate
them. The books, copies, every-
thing costs money which we no
more have. I make about a thou-
sand-fifteen hundred in a month,
with a family of fourteen people. I
have to usually look for a job as a
labourer these days."

He was a defeated, sad man,
pleading to show the one person
who had visited his home, in his
capacity of a sapera, which he
remembers with pride.

This incident has for long trou-
bled me and my sad observations of
the pitiable poor conditions of
these people, who used to be
respectable at one time if not rich.
And I have to share this surprising-
ly sensitive moment in my life with
other ready to be sensitive people,
although not in the established
green traditions.

Our 'Green' men and women
have so overtaken the imagination
of the educated and so, now sensi-
tive people, that their green simpli-
fication of wild matters cannot be
challenged by rationalists of any
colour, at least not when they are
animals. One need not be categori-

The Kalbelia Is No

More Respectable...

The Sapera is no more respectable, even to himself. He either hides away from
official eyes or takes on another kind of job. They now dance, for the tourists
or at public functions, like 'Gulabo.' Some are good at it, some not, but their
self pride does take a beating, as some Kalbelias tell. "We have to shift from
our traditional jobs to do this, but we make sure our women are not touched
by people." This sentence alone can break any sensitive human being's heart
and | hope the pseudo do-gooders to our civilized, new existence have their
eyes open to this slaughter that has successfully taken place.

#GONE TO 'GREEN'

"Snake charmers," a chromolithograph by Alfred Brehm

he early 20th century proved

something of a golden age
for snake charmers.
Governments promoted the prac-
tice to draw tourism, and snake
charmers were often sent over-
seas to perform at cultural festi-
vals and for private patrons. In
addition, the charmers provided
a valuable source of snake
venom for creating antivenins.

Today, cultural changes are
threatening the profession of the
snake charmer in India. One rea-
son for this is the rise of cable
television; nature documentaries
have extinguished much of the
fear and revulsion once felt
towards the animals and thus
demystified the snake charmer.
In addition, many people have
less spare time than they once
did, especially children, who, in
previous decades, could watch a

cal in our rejection of their various
stupidities, because after all they
did a yeoman's job at one time to
take up an almost untouched mat-
ter of cruelty to beings unable to
fight for themselves. All this while,
another equally meritorious but
helpless being was being created
for future cruelties, unappreciated
or heard. Our mettlesome activists
have read the first 'Green' book,
never to go back for any further
research that may deviate from
their original teachings; quite like
a die-hard extremist. At the peril of
finding myself at the receiving end
of a barrage from the zealots, I
have, with trepidation, tiptoed into
the unthinkable. To take stock of
what was never factored in by the
activist, could it just be possible,
that we need to rethink our 'Green'
notions, and to take note of the
harm that some 'activists' actually
cause to wildlife in their misplaced
zeal to protect it. The protection
and preservation of a snake, for the
sapera or the snake-charmer caste,
is a sacred duty, enjoined upon him
by his caste's religious rituals and
morals. The saperas render a serv-
ice, a great service in fact, to both
society and serpents, when the two
species come into conflict. The
instinctive, pathological dread that
snakes excite in human beings on
being sighted almost always leads
to their extermination, whether a
human being has or has not been
bitten by them. A sapera, if one is
nearby, is almost always willing to

charmer all day with no commit-
ments to school. Animal-rights
groups have also made an impact
by decrying what they deem to be
the abuse of a number of endan-
gered species. Another factor is
urbanisation and deforestation,
which have made the snakes,
upon which the charmers rely,
increasingly rare. This has in
turn given rise to the single most
important reason snake charm-
ing is declining, at least in India:
It is no longer legal.

India passed the Wildlife
Protection Act in 1972. The law
originally aimed at preventing
the export of snakeskin, intro-
ducing a seven-year prison term
for owning or selling of the crea-
tures. Beginning in the late
1990s, however, animal-rights
groups convinced the govern-
ment to enforce the law with

S everal myths are prevalent
about snakes, their behav-
iour, dietary habits, habitats, etc.
among the tribal, rural and even
in urban masses of Rajasthan.
Tribal people relate the snakes
so much with themselves that
they consider some snakes good
and some snakes bad. For exam-
ple, Ptyas mucosus is the
totemic snake of the Bhurias
which is a clan of the tribe Bhil.
Similarly, Python molurus is
considered an esteemed serpent
by the Bhils. Similarly, another
snake species, Xenochrophis pis-
cator, locally called as Dindu, is
considered as ancestor of the
Dindor clans of Bhil; hence,
their name Dindor, i.e. off-
springs of Dindu. Bhil and
Garasia tribes also conserve the
snake Python molurus as they
think that killing of the snake
will cause drought in that year.
Indian Python (Python molurus)
likes proximity of water, so, Bhil
and Garasia tribals protect the
species believing that it brings
rain. Moreover, statues of cobra

come forward to trap and take
away alive a cornered snake. Of
course, there is an incentive in it
for him for doing so, he extracts the
venom, if the ensnared snake is
carrying it, and likely makes

regard to snake charmers as
well. As a result, the charmers
were forced to move their per-
formances to less-travelled areas
such as small villages, or else to
pay hefty bribes when caught by
police officers. The trade is hard-
ly a profitable one anymore, and
many practitioners must supple-
ment their income by begging,
scavenging, or working as day
labourers. Children of snake
charmers increasingly decide to
leave the profession to pursue
higher-paying work, and many
fathers do not try to make them
reconsider. Modern Indians often
view snake charmers as little
more than beggars.

Some snake charmers have
struck back against this stereo-
type. In 2003, hundreds of them
gathered at the temple of
Charkhi Dadri in Haryana to

are also worshiped by the tribals
and non-tribals and victims of
snake bites are brought to these
places where Bhopas (local heal-
ers) treat the patients. A snake
temple, locally known as Gatodji
ka Devra situated in remote
areas of Rajasthan, is used as lie
detector. There are several pri-
mary beliefs/practices associat-
ed with snake bite incidences.
There are some sacred places in
the remote areas of Rajasthan,
locally known as Devra. Some
Devras are especially dedicated
to treat snake bite patients. The
important among them are
Gogaji, Tejaji (mostly situated
in the western part of the
Rajasthan) and Devnarayanji
(situated in the central
Rajasthan). In most instances,
snake doctoring practices/lore
are highly guarded secrets, due
to the belief that loss of secrecy
of medicine results in the loss
of potency of medicine.
Moreover, this secrecy also pro-
tects and elevates the status of
the practitioners.

money from the various medicines
he can make out of this venom.
The snakes captured by the saperas
are always, as a kind of religious
duty, released in the wild once their
venom storing glands are about to

bring international attention to
their plight. In December of the
following year, a group of snake
charmers stormed the legisla-
ture of the Indian state of
Odisha with their demands, all
the while brandishing their ani-
mals. The Indian government
and various animal-rights
groups have now acknowledged
the problem. One suggestion is
to train the performers to be
snake caretakers and educators.
In return, they could sell their
traditional medicines as sou-
venirs. Another proposal would
try to focus attention on the
snake charmer's music; the
charmer would be like other
street musicians. The Indian
government has also begun
allowing a limited number of
snake charmers to perform at
specified tourist sites.

fill up again. There is a very practi-
cal reason too for the sapera to let
the snakes go; he is able to extract
the precious venom from the snake
only if there is one living. Never is
it in his interest, neither religious-
ly nor practically, to kill the dread-
ed reptile. While performing this
very useful function for society and
for snakes, the only concessions
that the sapera seeks from authori-
ty is that the snake charmer be reg-
ulated and that he be permitted to
display the collection of snakes in
his 'custody' to the public at large to
earn a livelihood, and some respect
as the tamer of the untameable. He
asks for the two indulgences only
to eke out a living.

But the busybodies, the animal
rights activists, will have none of
it. The moment they hear of a
snake-charmer at work in his tradi-
tion, they are up in arms. All hell
breaks loose and the Forest
Department is wily nilly made to
intervene and penalise the delin-
quent, earning some publicity, and,
questionably, some piety. They are
blind to any rational and humani-
tarian arguments that, if translat-
ed into positive action, they could
provide succour to both the hunted
and the hunter, the prey and the
predator and help preserve the tra-
ditions of the saperas as well, the
ancient and venerable folklore that
is peculiarly Indian and once upon
a time defined India, the land of
the snake-charmer.

With the now lost snake

charmer, some of India's mystery
is also lost to the world. No more
are we a land of the rope trick, the
madari, or the snake charmer.
These professional animal trainers
can no more educate our children
about these beings of the earth;
they are no more accessible to the
close viewing of our growing chil-
dren to learn any kind of coexis-
tence. We have to be living in vil-
lages or cities, and they have to be
seen in a zoo if you must.
Notwithstanding how good for the
animals that may be.

The one kind of animal care
professional has taken over, to set
aside another, who carried away
with him our wildlife lores, our
religious beliefs, and mystique.
One could argue that there could be
no better taking over of aland than
to kill its special people. This has
been better achieved by the 'Green'
terrorists than any British Raj. No
more are the snakes to be revered;
they must only be feared. Though,
how this can be a safeguard for
them is quite unclear.

It may be argued by some patri-
ots that there is no pride in being a
land of the snake charmers, or

rope climbers. Why cling to it!
Well, just as much pride in a
nation being the land of the acro-
bats, who win the Olympics, or a
land of people who have the bal-
lerinas to dance their stories, or
even a land of the people who
make the best football players.
There is pride in speciality. We
just have to throw off the 500 year-
old yokel of finding perfections in
other 'places' to emulate.

In our zeal to copy people who
have made it in to the 'buddy-hood'
of advancement, we have without
thought sacrificed our own. The
Sapera is no more respectable, even
to himself. He either hides away
from official eyes or takes on
another kind of job. They now
dance, for the tourists or at public
functions, like 'Gulabo." Some are
good at it, some not, but their self
pride does take a beating, as some
Kalbelias tell. "We have to shift
from our traditional jobs to do this,
but we make sure our women are
not touched by people." This sen-
tence alone can break any sensitive
human being's heart and I hope the
pseudo do-gooders to our civilized,
new existence have their eyes open
to this slaughter that has success-
fully taken place.

They would again argue that
the thing to do is to re-educate
these poor people to fit into other
jobs. To what end one may ask. To
help protect the snake? But when
was it in danger? Not while the
snake charmer needed it alive to
milk some venom from to help cure
some hapless fellow bitten by one.
Nor when the people revere it like a
God to be left to go away when seen.
Possibly not even then, when a cou-
ple of them are seen at close quar-
ters within the safe company of a
Kalbelia, demystifying some of the
fears of common public.

Concluded.
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#SMARTPHONES

No Dependency!!

Viral Video claims Rajasthan villagers smashed
Smartphones, switched back to Keypad phones

viral video circulating
on social media claims
to show a group of vil-
lagers in Rajasthan
smashing their smart-
phones with bricks and
stones in a symbolic
rejection of what they described
as growing smartphone addic-
tion. The footage shows dozens of
shattered mobile phones scat-
tered across the ground, with
smoke appearing to rise from
some of the damaged devices.
According to posts accompanying
the video, villagers gathered in
an open area before collectively
destroying their smartphones
and pledging to return to basic
keypad phones for everyday com-
munication.

Supporters of the reported
move have described it as a bold
stand against excessive screen
time, arguing that smartphones
have become an unhealthy
dependency that affects produc-
tivity, family relationships, and
mental well-being. Others, how-
ever, have questioned the practi-
cality of abandoning smart-
phones in an increasingly digital
world, where mobile devices are
widely used for banking, educa-
tion, healthcare, government
services, online payments, and
access to essential information.

The video has triggered wide-
spread debate online, with users
divided over whether the report-
ed action represents a meaning-
ful protest against digital addic-
tion or an unrealistic response to
a complex social issue.

However, the claims sur-
rounding the video remain unver-
ified. The exact location, date,
and circumstances of the inci-
dent have not been independently
confirmed, and there is currently
no official statement establishing
that the event took place as
described. As a result, the
authenticity of the video's accom-
panying narrative remains

Rajasthan villagers smashed their
smartphones, calling them addictive, EUT]
decided to switch back to keypad phones
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uncertain. The viral claims nev-
ertheless echo earlier controver-
sies in Rajasthan over mobile
phone use. In 2025, a panchayat
decision in Jalore district drew
national attention after restrict-
ing the use of camera-enabled
smartphones by daughters-in-law
and young women across 15 vil-
lages, citing the need to preserve
traditional social values. The
move was widely criticized by
activists and observers as dis-
criminatory and regressive, rais-
ing concerns about its impact on
women's empowerment, digital
inclusion, and individual free-
doms.

The latest viral video has
once again brought the broader
conversation about technology,
digital dependence, and commu-
nity-led restrictions into the spot-
light. While concerns about
excessive smartphone use contin-
ue to grow worldwide, experts
generally advocate balanced digi-
tal habits and responsible tech-
nology use rather than abandon-
ing smartphones altogether.

Until the video's claims are
independently verified, it should
be viewed as an unconfirmed
social media report rather than a
confirmed incident.
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BABY BLUES

By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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NEXT TIME WE HOPE TO GET
_PAST THE GIFT

By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman
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