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Global Trust
Amidst Pandemic

Policies introduced to contain outbreaks
including restrictions, testing, and contact
tracing, mitigated the perceived threat of the
virus and reduced the public's sense of
vulnerability and uncertainty.

n a week when the

UK Prime Minister

Boris Johnson has

admitted to break-

ing Covid-19 lock-

down rules, a new
study has found that impar-
tial, transparent and truthful
government communications
are fundamental for achieving
and maintaining government
trust during public health
emergencies.

The research, led by the
University of Portsmouth,
found that in public health
emergencies, governments
must be accountable, act
quickly, and establish frank
and timely dialogue with the
public to encourage trust, co-
operation, and alleviate fear,
says a report in the British
Journal of Management.

Professor Jia Liu from
Portsmouth Business School,
Dr Yasir Shahab from Xijing
University, and Hafiz Hoque
from The University of York
explored how well the public
trusted government to take ap-
propriate measures to combat

public health emergencies,
and how this trust might im-
pact them in preventing the
spread of Covid-19.

The study, published by the
British Journal of Manage-
ment, analysed global data
from the International Coron-
avirus Survey made up of
111,196 respondents across 178
countries between 20 March
and 8 April 2020. This research
provides the first global evi-
dence that integrated govern-
ment response policies in con-
junction with containment
health measures and econom-
icrelief are crucial to winning
public trust and support.

The researchers found that
the effectiveness of these
measures and restrictions de-
pended on cooperation from
individuals, founded in public
trust.

Professor Jia Liu said:
"Trust has been researched ex-
tensively, in different settings
from diverse perspectives, how-
ever government measures and
how they impact public trust
have not been studied on a
global scale, nor in the context
of a public health emergency.

"We investigated what fac-
tors determined public trust
when governments undertook
counteractive measures at the
outset of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, providing vital insights for
managing the crisis and its af-
termath.

"We found that individuals
are positively influenced by
the fairness, effectiveness and
accountability of government
agencies, plus public informa-
tion campaigns. Honest com-
munications keep citizens in-
formed, help them to under-
stand the pandemic, prevent
scepticism and strengthen
trust in government."

Policies introduced to con-
tain outbreaks including re-
strictions, testing, and contact
tracing, mitigated the per-
ceived threat of the virus and
reduced the public's sense of
vulnerability and uncertainty.
Economic support for employ-
ees and businesses also in-
creased public trust, relieving
fears that individuals would
be unable to survive financial-
ly during the pandemic. These
measures demonstrated a
commitment from govern-
ments to meet citizens' expec-
tations to safeguard their
health and economic wellbe-
ing.

Researchers found that con-
tainment of the disease was
hugely impactful on public
trust in government. Coun-
tries that enforced strict re-
strictions, including China,
were found to have an in-
creased sense of public trust,
as they enabled effective con-
tainment of the virus from the
outset. However in places that
did not strictly enforce lock-
downs and restrictions, such
as Sweden, public trust was
seen to decrease. The govern-
ment's hands off approach,
suspension of contact tracing
and delays in government re-
sponses all contributed to this
shared distrust.

While restrictions initially
increased public trust, the
more they went on the further
they impacted people's social
freedoms causing stress, anxi-
ety and even resentment, pro-
voking rebellious behaviour,
and sparking a distrust in the
government.

Countries who have experi-
enced previous public health
emergencies including SARS
and Swine Flu, were found to
be far more compliant in the
effort to prevent the spread of
Covid-19. Government and the
public had learnt from previ-
ous crises, reconfigured their
welfare systems, and become
more equipped to counter pan-
demics, including making citi-
zens aware of the need to have
severe restrictions placed
upon them in times of crisis.

Professor Jia Liu said: "To
overcome the global nature of
the crisis and stimulate eco-
nomic recovery, nations must
work together openly and hon-
estly with politicians, indicat-
ing unprecedented levels of
mutual trust.

"The we are all in this to-
gether mantra must never be
forgotten and the spirit of
communitarianism must be-
come the coordinated interna-
tional responses to pandemic."

"The creation of such a
global alliance will empower
countries in struggles against
all future public emergencies,
including threats to mankind
posed by global warming."

International Playdate Day

Sheikh Muijib said that Mr Bhutto kept pressing him
to enter into negotiations to retain some link, no
matter how tenuous, between the two Pakistani
regions. "l told him | had to know one thing first -
that | am free or not?" Sheikh Mujib said. "If | am
free, let me go. If | am not, | cannot talk." "You are
free," he quoted Bhutto's saying, "but | need a few
days before | can let you go." Despite the promise
of freedom, Sheikh Mujib said, he did not discuss
substantive matters with Mr Bhutto. At another point
when Bhutto had been contending that the two
wings were still united by law and tradition, Sheikh
Muijib - reminding him that the Awami League won
a national majority in the last election, the results of
which were never honoured - said "Well if Pakistan is
still one country, then you are not President and
Chief Martial Law Administrator. | am."

Maj Chandrakant
Singh VrC (Retd)

Military Historian

t a later date what Sheikh
Mujib told Schanberg was
repeated by him to anoth-
er very famous journalist,
Gavin Young, of the
London Observer. Gavin
Young was present in
Dacca during the war and
was witness to the surren-
der negotiation between
General Niazi and General Jacob, and
also attended the famous lunch hosted
by Niazi, about which mention was
made in the Indian Parliament as the
cause of delay in the signing of the sur-
render document.

About the Bhutto-Mujib meeting
Gavin Young writes that Sheikh Mujib
told him that Bhutto shamelessly tried
to play the religious card with a hope to
reunite the two counties and asked him
to become the prime minister of a
reunited Pakistan. At the same time
blocking recognition of Bangladesh as
an independent country and its entry
into the Commonwealth and United
Nations. Mujib told Gavin Young, "If
Bhutto tries his tricks again I will take
over Pakistan and rename it
Bangladesh."

Confirming to Gavin Young that he
was not joking about Bhutto, Mujib said,
"But wait. You think I am joking about
Bhutto but no. If he tries again to stop
us from joining the Commonwealth by
insisting that East and West Pakistan
are legally one nation, I could say 'all
right, but I am the majority leader since
I won the election. You are only presi-
dent at the whim of the army, so demo-
cratically, I am the prime minister of
Pakistan. I will appoint my people all
over your provinces."

Returning to Schanberg's account:
Bhutto told Mujib that when Yahya
Khan was handing power to him, he said
that his one great regret was that he had
not killed Sheikh Mujibur Rehman and
asked if he could 'finish this one piece of
work'. Mr Bhutto told Sheikh Mujib that
the general offered to predate the papers
so it would appear that the execution
took place under him. Mr Bhutto
refused. Sheikh Mujib said that the rea-
son Bhutto refused to execute him was
largely political. Mr Bhutto reasoned, he
said that if the Bengali leader was exe-
cuted, they would Kkill nearly one hun-
dred thousand Pakistani soldiers who
had surrendered in East Pakistan and
then the people of the Punjab and North
West Frontier Province - where most of
the soldiers come from - would blame Mr
Bhutto and rise against the
Government.

Sheikh Mujib said that Mr Bhutto
kept pressing him to enter into negotia-
tions to retain some link, no matter how
tenuous, between the two Pakistani
regions. "I told him I had to know one
thing first - that I am free or not?" Sheikh
Mujib said. "If I am free, let me go. If 1
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am not, I cannot talk." "You are free," he
quoted Bhutto's saying, "but I need a few
days before I can let you go." Despite the
promise of freedom, Sheikh Mujib said,
he did not discuss substantive matters
with Mr Bhutto. At another point when
Bhutto had been contending that the two
wings were still united by law and tradi-
tion, Sheikh Mujib -reminding him that
the Awami League won a national major-
ity in the last election, the results of
which were never honoured - said, "Well
if Pakistan is still one country, then you
are not President and Chief Martial Law
Administrator. I am."

7 January 1972

Curiously, on 7 January 1972, exactly ten
months after Sheikh had made the dec-
laration of Independence of Bangladesh
in his famous speech at the Ramna Race
Course, Bhutto came to see Sheikh for
the third and last time. The Bengali
leader said he told him, "You must free
me tonight. There is no more room for
delaying. Either free me or Kkill me."
Sheikh Mujib said Mr Bhutto replied
that it was difficult to make arrange-
ments at such short notice, but finally
agreed to fly him to London. Sheikh
Mujib said that on 8 January 1972, as
Bhutto saw him off, he was still asking
him to consider a political tie with West
Pakistan. He was flown in a special PTA
aircraft to London. After a short halt in
London Mujib was flown in a Royal Air
Force Comet C4 to Delhi. In Delhi
Sheikh Mujib, wearing a black coat over
a black suit with an open Nehru collar,
was greeted and draped with garlands of
marigolds by Mrs Indira Gandhi,
President Giri along with other Indian
dignitaries and members of the Bengali
diplomatic mission in New Delhi. After
inspecting a guard of honour the Indian
Prime Minister gave a short welcome
speech. Mrs Gandhi addressing
Bangabandhu said, "His soul could not
be imprisoned and inspired by him the
people of Bangladesh liberated their
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fyou're one of those people who believe that kids should go outside more often then
this is the holiday for you. International Playdate Day is all about scheduling and making
time for your kids to grow by playing outside. With the way technology is today, it's easy
for kids to get caught up in their games. This holiday aims at bringing children and
parents together through the act of playing and inspiring kids' imaginations.
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Release of Bangabandhu (...2

..And
A Nation
Was Born

country. During this war we decided to
do three things, support the Mukti
Bahini, stand by the people of
Bangladesh, and secure the release of
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman. We have kept
our promise."

In response Sheikh Mujib gave a five
minute speech in which he expressed
gratitude to the Indian people and the
magnificent Prime Minister 'for making
possible this journey from darkness to
light, from captivity to freedom, from
desolation to hope'.

Continuing he said, "my country and
India would be bound in eternal friend-
ship as brothers. The people of India
stood by us as brothers in our darkest
hour. The people of India gave refuge to
millions of Bangladeshis at a time when
they were themselves facing hardship.
We will never forget." Present on the
occasion were members of the
Diplomatic Corps from twenty coun-
tries. Conspicuous by their absence
were the American whose ambassador
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Yasser Arafat, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Muammar Gadaffi in an

iconic image from 1974.

to Delhi Kenneth Keating had been
instructed by Kissinger not to attend.

Dacca, 10 January

During the 1971 Liberation War, I had
been part of a group of soldiers and
common people who had created history,
in fact, we had created something more,
a new nation Bangladesh, which had
never before existed and the preceding
chapters have been about that part. But
this account is when I along with many
others were mere witnesses and not per-
petuators to history and even though
our role was of a witness, just to witness
such an event has been one of the most
memorable events of my life. On 8th
January 1972, we received a word of
Mujib's intended release from prison,
the news spread like wild fire, and the
whole of Bangladesh exploded in a fren-
zy of celebration. There was firing of
weapons in the air in jubilation by the
Mukti Bahini as men and women were
out in the streets celebrating, the atmos-
phere was even more electrifying than
after the surrender on 16 Dec, when still
afraid of the Pakistan Army no women
came out on the streets, but now they
came out in thousands and lakhs. Our
Battalion was tasked to secure the air-
port and make sure that the millions of
jubilant Bengalis who were expected to
gather at the airport to receive their
beloved leader were kept clear of the
runway and did not create a stampede
by rushing towards the aircraft bring-
ing Mujib home when it landed. At the
airport I also met Ziaur Rehman,
Shafiullah, Khaled Musharaff and Rafiq
ul Islam, all former Pakistan Army per-
sonnel, who had joined the freedom
struggle and were now heroes of
Liberation War. All of them were well
known to me as they had been my col-
leagues and friends in Tripura during
the pre-war days, but where now senior
officers in the Army of Bangladesh, dur-
ing the war they had commanded sec-
tors which were considered as equiva-

lent to infantry brigades. Each had come
with a contingent of his own troops and
I knew that relations between them were
sometimes strained and I was uncertain
of their ability to control their troops.
Most of whom had only three or four
weeks of training and their discipline
left much to be desired. Fortunately at
this time Col Osmani who had been
appointed the Defence Minister and
Commander in Chief arrived. He was
bit of a martinet of the old school but he
sensed my trepidation and asked all the
sector commanders to move their troops
towards the fringes of the airport, leav-
ing behind only the Guard of Honour
and a few other soldiers whose presence
was felt essential.

Of all these Mukti Bahini command-
ers I knew Zia best of all, from the time
he had crossed the border from East
Pakistan to India on 3 April 1971, to July
he had been with my battalion and not
only did we share meals in our Officers
Mess, he often slept in my tent... At that
time I even considered him a friend, but
it was difficult to fathom his inner
thoughts, for he was reclusive and not
very forthcoming. But he did confide in
me that his relations with his wife were
not the best. He said that the differences
arose mainly because he considered his
army career as a priority and she was
more of a socialite. My Commanding
Officer Lt Col later Lt Gen Himmeth
Singh too remarked that there was
something a bit odd about him, but he
attributed his disturbed state of mind to
the happenings inside East Pakistan.

It was only whilst waiting for the
Sheikhs plane to land, when we had
some quiet time together Zia told me
that he intended divorcing his wife for
during the time he was fighting for the
liberation of Bangladesh she had been
living the good life with senior
Pakistani officers. At the airport I car-
ried out a quick reconnaissance and
deployed our troops. Whilst inspecting
the control tower I met Gen Sagat Singh
who beckoned me to come over and meet
him. He put a fatherly arm around my
shoulders and said, "Son I am proud of
you. Well done." We then climbed to the
top of the control tower where the radio
operators were in communication with
their counterparts in Calcutta and
Delhi. The plan for Sheikh Mujib's jour-
ney as we were told the previous
evening, that after his release he would
be flown to Delhi in a Pakistani aircraft,
and after a meeting with Indira Gandhi
he would fly to Calcutta and from there
either by an IAF Caribou or a helicopter
he would come to Dacca.

The main runway of the Dacca air-
field was still unserviceable and the
craters had not been filled in. As per the
plan he was expected to land by 10 am.
As 10 am approached there was still no
news of his arrival, but then we were
told that the Pakistanis instead of releas-
ing him had flown him to London and
released him there. This was disappoint-

ing news but still we all heaved a sigh of
relief knowing that he had been released
and was safe. We still got no news from
Delhi in spite of the fact that Mujib had
been flown from London to Delhi in a
Royal Air Force Comet 4C aircraft and
had met Indira Gandhi in Delhi.

Excited & Restless Crowd

The crowd too was getting restless and I
too was getting worried for when you
are made responsible for the safety of
such an event and there is a million
strong very excited and restless crowd
one never knows what might happen. It
was sometime after mid-day that we got
a message that the aircraft carrying
message would be arriving in about an
hour's time, but it will not be an IAF
plane but an RAF jet transport. This
message got my goat, how the hell was
the RAF Comet a fast passenger plane
going to land on a runway which was
badly cratered right in the middle reduc-
ing the usable part of the runway to half
its length. After the bombing by our air
force the Dacca air field could not even
be used by the Pakistani Air Force F86
Sabre jets some of which were still in a
serviceable condition.

It was when I was in this frame of
mind when we heard the roar of a jet
and looking upwards spotted the con-
trails made by the exhaust from the air-
craft's engines. The pilot was now in
communication with the control tower
and he informed the tower that he was
going to reduce his altitude and fly over
the runway to get a good look at it. Soon
he descended to about a few hundred
feet and flew over the length of the run-
way and then again climbed up a few
thousand feet of altitude. We thought
that finding the runway unusable he
had decided to return to Delhi or
Calcutta and from there Sheikh Mujib
would come to Dacca in an IAF plane as
per the original plan.

As if the tension about the arrival
plans was not enough I got involved in a
bit of a tiff with a senior Indian officer
Maj Gen Sircar. He had been appointed
to the Advance Hq of Eastern Command
which had only recently moved to
Dacca. But that was not our concern for
we received our orders only through our
established chain of command which in
my case was My Commanding officer Lt
Col Himmeth Singh, above him Brigade
Commander Brig Mishra, then the Div
Commander Maj Gen Gonzalves and
finally the Corps Commander Gen Sagat
Singh.

His orders as passed down to me
through the well established chain of
command were that no Indian Officers
should be on the runway or take part in
the reception of Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman. Being an important event in
their history he wanted the Sheikh and
other Bengalis to feel that it was entire-

ly their show and under no circum-
stances should we present ourselves
with even a hint of being a conquering
and occupation army. We should not be
seen throwing our weight around, Gen
Sagat Singh himself included and all his
subordinate formation commanders
were given instructions to let the
Bangladeshis be in the limelight, we
would have ample occasions to meet and
interact with the Sheikh later.

When Gen Sircar and a few officers of
his team arrived I told them what my
instructions were and that they should
not go beyond the airport reception
lounge. Gen Sircar did not take this
kindly and said here I give the orders. I
told him politely that it may be so but my
instructions were clear and until I was
told otherwise he could not proceed fur-
ther. Seeing that I was adamant and that
my men fully armed would follow my
instructions and not his, he withdrew in
a huff muttering that I had insulted him
and that too in front of all the Sector
Commanders of the Bangladesh Army. I
believe he contacted Gen Sagat Singh,
who told him that I was only following
his instructions and if he was so keen to
meet the Sheikh he should have request-
ed the Corps Headquarters to make the
arrangements.

About half an later, I got a call from
my commanding officer L.t Col Himmeth
Singh that Gen Sircar and one other offi-
cer were permitted to join the reception
committee. Gen Sircar returned spitting
venom with his eyes and mumbling
something which I am sure was some-
thing to the effect that he would sort me
out. I was too young and junior to even
care for even though he was a general
and I a lowly major, there was little he
could have done against me, he was only
a staff officer and that too not a part of
my chain of command.

But the aircraft instead of returning
to India started to circle overhead. In the
beginning I could not make out what he
was up to, nor could anyone in the con-
trol tower enlighten us. In my heart of
hearts though disappointed at the delay
I really wished that the pilot would take
the aircraft back to India and not endan-
ger the Sheikh's life. Neither his newly
independent nation nor India could
afford to lose him and that too in an acci-
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hen | saw the aircraft bank and

do a 360 degree turn, my heart
was in my mouth and a prayer in my
heart, at the same time curses the RAF
pilot for risking the life of the Father of
Bangladesh. The pilot managed to
make a hard landing at the very edge
of the runway, even though it was
some distance from us we heard a loud
thud.
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Mukti-Bahini-

dent caused by a foolhardy pilot. The
aircraft had been circling overhead for
over an hour when it dawned on me that
the pilot was jettisoning or burning
excess fuel so that he could land on the
truncated length of the runway. Having
seen the craters and runway closely I
was not convinced that the aircraft
could be landed safely. Soon the Comet
made one more low level approach and
flew over the runway:.

Returning Leader & Hero

When I saw the aircraft bank and do a
360 degree turn, my heart was in my
mouth and a prayer in my heart, at the
same time curses the RAF pilot for risk-
ing the life of the Father of Bangladesh.
The pilot managed to make a hard land-
ing at the very edge of the runway, even
though it was some distance from us we
heard a loud thud. With engines at full
reverse thrust and brakes applied hard
causing the wheels on the undercar-
riage to heat and start emitting smoke,
the aircraft rolled at high speed towards
the bombed craters. A million hearts
stopped and only started beating again
when the aircraft came to a full stop less
than a hundred feet from the crater on
the runway.

The silent sighs of a million souls
was like a thunderclap. Slowly the pilot
turned the aircraft around and taxied it
to the reception area where a guard of
honour by the Bangladesh Army and
the reception party of senior
Bangladeshi officials were waiting to
meet and greet him. At one time I had
been told that my battalion would have
to provide the Guard of Honour, but Gen
Sagat over ruled the proposal saying
that it would be more appropriate for the
Bangladesh Army to do the honours to
their returning leader and hero.
Initially, I was a bit disappointed but on
second thoughts feel that it was the right
decision.

iy L, A T
o { -

1971: Members of the Mukti Bahini preparing for their next guerilla attack

When the aircraft halted and the lad-
der was rolled out and placed against its
door, it took a couple of minutes before
the doors were opened and when the
Sheikh emerged and stepped on the lad-
der waving at the crowd, the crowd
erupted in shouts of joy I have never
seen or heard anything like that again,
and know for certain will never do so in
future. The Bengalis even in their nor-
mal conversation can be loud, but a full
throated roar of jubilation and coming
out of a million throats is indescribable.
On descending from the ladder he
inspected the Guard of Honour and then
met the members of the reception com-
mittee, then walked towards a waiting
truck which was fitted to carry him to
the site of the public reception, waiting
near the truck he saw the Bangladesh
Army Sector Commanders with whom I
was standing, he shook our hands before
mounting the truck which took him
through the million strong crowd lining
the streets of Dacca.

My job was done and I returned to my
Officer's Mess, a satisfied man for a well
deserved beer and lunch. I did not get to
see Mujib again for two months as I pro-
ceeded on my annual leave but returned
in time to witness the grand Farewell
Parade of my battalion when Sheikh
Mujibur took the salute to commemo-
rate the departure from Bangladesh and
return home of the Indian Army after
the successful accomplishment of its
mission and perhaps a bit more.

Jaipur has a special connection to
this event. The parade commander was
Lt Col later Lt Gen Himmeth Singh,
whose home has been Jaipur for genera-
tions. A contingent from 61 Cav once
again from Jaipur was part of the
parade. And the man who made all this
possible Lt Gen Sagat Singh made
Jaipur his home after retirement.
Concluded [
writetoarbit@rashtradoot.com

Sheikh Mujibur Rehman seen with then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and Union Ministers Jagjivan Ram, Moinul Hague Choudhry, Swaran Singh

and Chavan in Delhi on January 11, 1972.
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