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World Cerebral Palsy Day

orld Cerebral Palsy Day is observed every year on October 6 to raise awareness about cerebral palsy and promote inclusion for people with
disabilities. Cerebral palsy is a neurological condition that affects movement, posture, and coordination. This day reminds us that people with
cerebral palsy have the same rights, dreams, and abilities as everyone else. It encourages society to provide equal opportunities, accessible
education, healthcare, and employment. We should respect and support people with cerebral palsy and appreciate their achievements. World
Cerebral Palsy Day teaches us to create a kinder, more inclusive world where everyone can participate, grow, and live with dignity.w
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BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman & Jerry ScottTHE WALL ZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

“A little nonsense now
and then is relished by

the wisest men.”
- Willy Wonka and the

Chocolate Factory

he nursery rhyme
"Jack and Jill went
up the hill to fetch a
pail of water" is one
of the most familiar
verses in the
English-speaking

world. At first glance, it
appears to be a simple and
innocent rhyme about two
children and an unfortunate
fall. However, over time,
many theories have emerged
suggesting that the rhyme
may hide a darker historical
meaning.

One popular interpreta-
tion links the rhyme to the
dramatic events of the French
Revolution. According to this
theory, "Jack" represents King
Louis XVI, while "Jill" symbol-
izes Marie Antoinette.

During the revolution,
Louis XVI was overthrown as
the monarchy collapsed. In
1793, he was executed using
the guillotine, a machine
designed for swift beheading.
His death marked a turning
point in French history, as it
symbolized the end of
absolute monarchy. Roughly
nine months later, Marie
Antoinette met the same fate,
executed publicly before large

crowds who gathered to wit-
ness the event.

Supporters of this theory
suggest that the line "went up
the hill" refers to the con-
demned being led to the execu-
tion platform, which was often
elevated. "Jack fell down and
broke his crown" is interpret-
ed as the king losing his
"crown," both, literally his
head and figuratively his
power. "Jill came tumbling
after" is then seen as a refer-
ence to the queen's later exe-
cution.

An even darker interpreta-
tion claims that "fetch a pail of
water" symbolically refers to
collecting blood beneath the
guillotine, as crowds watched
the executions. According to
this view, the rhyme may have
been used as subtle anti-
French propaganda, reflecting
the shock and fascination that
these events inspired across
Europe.

The theory connecting
"Jack and Jill" to Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinette offers a
dramatic and chilling perspec-
tive. However, its true origin
remains uncertain, caught
somewhere between history,
myth, and imagination.
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History or Folklore

The Dark Myth
Behind "Jack
and Jill"
Interpretation links the rhyme to the French
Revolution. "Jack" represents King Louis XVI,
while "Jill" symbolizes Marie Antoinette

rchaeologists have
recovered more than
500,000 cuneiform
tablets from ancient
Mesopotamia, yet
nearly half remain
untranslated or

unpublished. Recently,
researchers used artificial
intelligence to analyse one
such tablet.

Led by Professor Enrique
Jiménez of LMU's Institute of
Assyriology, the researchers
discovered the centuries-lost
Hymn to Babylon, a 250-line
poetic work in praise of the city
in its grandeur. Working with
artificial intelligence through
the Electronic Babylonian
Literature platform, Jiménez
and his team matched thirty
additional fragments of manu-
scripts to the partially pre-
served text. "With our AI-sup-
ported platform, we were able to
identify thirty additional manu-
scripts that belong to the redis-

covered hymn, a process that
would have taken decades in the
past," Jiménez said.

Composed in the early first
millennium BCE, the hymn was
widely circulated in the ancient
world, as evidenced by the
many surviving copies. "The
hymn was copied by children in
school. It's remarkable that
such a popular text remained
unknown until now," Jiménez
said.

Composed in cuneiform
script on clay tablets, the hymn
was uncovered among the
renowned Sippar Library col-
lection. According to legend,
Noah had allegedly hidden this
library before the biblical flood.
In the larger effort of digitiza-
tion and preservation of
cuneiform texts globally, the
rediscovery is a major achieve-
ment in both Mesopotamian
studies and digital humanities.

The results were striking:
the text formed part of a hymn

praising the city of Babylon,
with related lines appearing
across 20 other clay tablets.
Written in the second millenni-
um B.C., the poem celebrates
Babylon's beauty, grandeur, and
cultural importance. With AI
assistance, scholars recon-
structed roughly two-thirds of
the composition, transforming
fragmented inscriptions into a
coherent literary work.

Rather than administrative
records, the text reveals emo-
tional and civic pride in an
ancient voice expressing admi-
ration for a city. This break-
through highlights how modern
technology is helping unlock
long-silent chapters of human
history.

The hymn details several
key themes across its verses:
 Nature and the

Euphrates: It paints a vivid
picture of the Euphrates
river nurturing the land,
bringing spring blooms, sat-
urating canebrakes, and
sprouting barley for stacked
sheaves and grazing flocks.

 Praise for Marduk: The
poem opens by glorifying
Marduk, the "bright torch of
the great gods" and "archi-
tect of the universe," cele-
brating his power over the
floods.

 Social Values: Babylon is
depicted as an inclusive and
charitable society. The text
states that its people protect
the weak, support the desti-
tute, and "respect the for-
eigners who live among
them."

 Women and Priestesses:
Unlike most surviving
Mesopotamian texts, it gives
a voice to Babylon's female
population. It details the
lives of priestesses, describ-
ing them as devout women
who cleanse with pure
water, kneel in prayer, and
serve the sanctuaries.
The original poem con-

tained over 250 lines and was a
widespread text in antiquity,
even copied by schoolchildren.
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With AI assistance, scholars reconstructed roughly two-
thirds of the composition, transforming fragmented
inscriptions into a coherent literary work

In Praise Of Babylon

rom small decisions,
like discarding a worn-
out shirt gifted by an
old friend, to major
ones, like walking away
from a burdensome
relationship at some
point or the other, we
have all faced this
predicament.

Letting go is not a one-time
event. It is a life skill.

Fathers let go of their positions
in businesses to their sons, often
being relegated to advisory roles.
CEOs, who have built conglomer-
ates from scratch, have to make way

for the next incumbent, so that the
company can scale to higher goals.

And of course, the biggest dilem-
ma is letting go of a position of
power. A top bureaucrat retiring
and stepping away from the lime-
light overnight; a politician asked to
vacate his seat for an alliance part-
ner. It can be emotionally difficult to
accept this sudden shift in identity.

Sometimes, even Gods have to
let go of their attachments and pos-
sessions in order to achieve a higher
goal.

Twice in his life Shree Krishna
chose to let go, once the comforts of
Vrindavan, of Radha, of the
Yamuna for a higher cause. And the
result of that letting go was the
Bhagwat Geeta. A shining light of
knowledge and guidance, relevant
even after thousands of years. If he
had clung to the comfort of
Vrindavan, there would have been
no Geeta. The second time when he
sees his children and grand children

squabbling for power and killing
each other, he walks away from his
beloved Dwaraka and attains
Moksha at the hands of a hunter,
Jara on the banks of river Hiran
near Viraval.

The Greeks understood this and
called it Stoicism.

In Greek mythology, the goddess
Thetis allows her son Achilles to go
to the battle of Troy, knowing fully
well that he has two fates, one of a
long, quiet, forgotten life, and the
other of glory and an early death.
She lets him go, and the glory of
Achilles lives even today.

And if you can, you must read
the letter which Shaheed Bhagat
Singh wrote to his father.

When his father Sardar Kishan
Singh filed a petition to the Special
Tribunal in Lahore in 1930, saying
that his son was innocent and
should be given a chance to defend
himself, a 22-year-old Bhagat Singh

was furious. From jail, he wrote on
4th October 1930: "My life is not so
precious, at least not to me, as you
may think. It is not worth buying at
the cost of my principles."

Five months after writing this,
at the age of 23, Bhagat Singh let go
of the option of clemency itself and
sacrificed his life.

However, sometimes letting go is
not by choice but forced upon by the
insatiable greed for power; by the
stroke of a pen, destinies have been
changed overnight for ever.

Imagine the epitome of pain of
entire communities who had to let
go of their land on which they have
lived for thousands of years. Not out
of their own choice, but forced by
political developments.

Yet, they have managed to over-
come this trauma and suffering,
only to recover and carve out a
respectable living. The Parsis,
Sindhis, Punjabis and Kashmiri

Pandits have all had to leave their
homelands, clinging only to their
faith, and have earned the respect of
all for their achievements.

The Parsis, a micro-minority,
were forced to leave Persia centuries
ago to save their fire and their faith.
Today, though barely 60,000 in num-
ber, their contribution is enviable,
India's top business houses, finan-
cial sector, philanthropists, doctors,
scientists, law and defence, Parsis
are stalwarts in all.

Post-Partition, Sindhis and
Punjabis faced some of the worst
riots in the history of the world.
They were forced to leave behind all
their possessions and migrate.
Those who were left behind were
raped, looted and killed.

Flourishing communities,
with history dating back as far as
the Indus Valley civilization,
were uprooted overnight and
forced to stay in makeshift camps

where conditions were appalling
to say the least.

Today, they are known for their
resilience and business acumen,
and have immensely contributed to
the economy of the nation. Proud
and patriotic, you will never find
them begging or rallying for job
reservations, they believe in 'karm'
and 'shukrana.' 

In more recent times, Kashmiri
Pandits, who faced the worst brunt
of terrorism in the valley, had to
leave overnight on the dreaded cold
night of 19th January 1990 as the
helpless State administration
watched and the valley echoed with
the slogan "Raaliv, Gaaliv ya
Chaaliv." Fleeing to save their lives,
the Pandit community let go of their
homes, orchards, their temples and
their beloved Kashmir. Uprooted
from their moorings, shifted to
camps in Jammu, forced to live a
migrants' life. It is only with the
sheer power of education and dedi-

cated hard work that this communi-
ty has risen again and carved a
niche for itself in the corporate
world, bureaucracy, academia and
other fields.

For all these communities, with
thousands of years of history and
culture, letting go was not a choice
but a decision forced upon them.
Yet, they accepted their destiny, pro-
tected their faith and have overcome
the hurdles. With their hard work
and resilience, they have managed
to set a benchmark for others to
emulate.

Letting go is not always a loss.
Sometimes, it is the only way to
achieve something higher. Learn
how not to allow ego, greed, and fear
to come in the way when it's time to
simply walk away. Letting go is not
defeat. It is not giving up. Letting go
for achieving a higher goal is the
true Nirvana.
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#DECISIONS

And of course, the
biggest dilemma is
letting go of a
position of power.
A top bureaucrat
retiring and
stepping away
from the limelight
overnight; a
politician asked to
vacate his seat for
an alliance partner.
It can be
emotionally
difficult to accept
this sudden shift 
in identity.
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The Sense In
To Let Go...


