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“My attitude during exams,
They give me questions I

don’t know. I give them

answers they don’t know.”
- Anonymous
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A-Bit happens here...
International Harry Potter Day: Celebrating the Magic of Stories

bserved on May 2, International Harry Potter Day honours the beloved wizarding world created by J.K. Rowling
and the lasting impact it has had on readers across generations. The date marks the Battle of Hogwarts,
symbolising courage, friendship, and the triumph of good over evil. Fans celebrate by revisiting the books and
films, hosting themed events, and sharing their love for the series online. Beyond magic and adventure, the story's
themes of loyalty, resilience, and standing up for what is right continue to inspire millions around the world.O
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iyan ki jooti
miyan ke sar,"
(The shoe
belongs to the
man, it's his
responsibility)
how did this

proverb come to be? Perhaps,
very few of us know the origin
of this saying. Let's find out.

The establishment of
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) was a monumental task,
and it was Mahamana Madan
Mohan Malaviya Ji who took
the initiative to gather funds
for it, reaching out from
Peshawar to Kanyakumari. At
that time, he collected around
1.64 million rupees. The King
of Kashi donated the land,
and the King of Darbhanga
contributed 25 lakh rupees for
the cause. Meanwhile, the
Nizam of Hyderabad insisted
that the word 'Hindu' be
removed from the name of the
university before he would
donate anything.

When Mahamana refused
to comply, the Nizam reported-

ly said, "Take my shoe then."
Mahamana took the Nizam's
shoe and traveled to
Hyderabad, where he put it up
for auction near the
Charminar.

When the Nizam's mother
learned of this, she rushed to
the auction in a closed carriage
and bid around 4 lakh rupees to
purchase the shoe. She felt that
her son's honour was being
auctioned off in the middle of
the city. After this incident, the
proverb "Miyan ki jooti miyan
ke sar" (The shoe belongs to the
man, it's his responsibility)
became widely used.

India's Jewel: 
Bharat Ratna Pt. Madan
Mohan Malaviya Ji
A fierce proponent of national-
ism, the founder of Banaras
Hindu University, a great social
reformer, educator, and free-
dom fighter, Bharat Ratna
Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya Ji's death anniver-
sary is observed annually.

#DEATH ANNIVERSARY

“Miyan ki Jooti
Miyan ke Sar”

The establishment of Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) was a monumental task,
and Mahamana Madan Mohan Malaviya
Ji took the initiative to gather funds

or centuries, muslin
has held an almost
mythical place in the
world of textiles.
Light as air, famously
soft, and once prized
by royalty and emper-

ors, historic Dhaka muslin was
known as one of the finest fab-
rics ever made. But today, a
cloud of confusion surrounds
the word muslin, and textile
experts are warning that mis-
conceptions and mislabeling
are distorting its legacy.

"There is no standardized
definition of muslin anymore,"
says a textile historian visiting
the V&A Museum's East
Storehouse in London. "As a
result, it's easy for people and
brands to use the word in mis-
leading ways. What we call
muslin today is often not the
muslin of history."

The Lost Cotton Plant
The original Dhaka muslin was
woven in Bengal (modern-day
Bangladesh) from a very specif-
ic cotton plant called Phuti
karpas, which grew only in cer-
tain microclimates along the
Meghna River. Its ultra-fine,
long-staple fibers made it possi-
ble to hand-spin and weave
yarns so delicate, they were
said to float in air or pass
through a ring.

That plant no longer grows
naturally today. Due to colonial
trade policies, industrializa-
tion, and environmental shifts,
Phuti karpas disappeared in the
19th century, making authentic
historical muslin production
impossible.

Efforts to Revive It
Seed samples preserved at Kew
Gardens in London have
become a vital part of a revival
effort involving plant geneti-
cists, historians, and textile
artisans from Bangladesh and
the UK. While promising
progress has been made in
recreating the conditions for
the cotton and the weaving tech-
niques, experts admit, "It has

not yet reached widespread suc-
cess. We are still in the early
stages of bringing it back to its
original form."

The modern muslin avail-
able in shops today is typically
made from commercial cotton
yarns, produced by machine
spinning. While still soft,
breathable, and highly valued,
these versions lack the unique
texture, transparency, and
craftsmanship of the muslin
that once emerged from the
looms of Dhaka.

Feeling the Difference
A recent handling session of
historical Dhaka muslin at the

V&A Museum, one of the few
institutions with original sam-
ples, revealed just how extraor-
dinary the fabric was.

"This is the second time I've
handled it," one textile
researcher remarked. "It is
unlike any other cotton I have
ever felt. You simply cannot
understand the magic of
muslin without touching it."

Online Misinformation
Spreading Fast
Adding to the confusion, viral
videos and blog posts often
contain incorrect or partially
true information about
muslin. Despite good inten-
tions, they contribute to a dis-
torted public understanding of
the fabric's history and cur-
rent availability.

"Unfortunately, many of
these posts reach millions,
while the more accurate,
research-based work goes unno-
ticed," the expert added. "Still, if
even a few readers come away
with a clearer understanding,
that's progress."

As researchers continue to
work towards reviving authen-
tic muslin, the legacy of this
lost textile reminds us of the
rich cultural and botanical his-
tory woven into fabric. Muslin
is not just cloth, it's a story of
climate, craftsmanship, colo-
nization, and conservation.

#RARE
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The Truth 
Behind the World's
Finest Fabric

Misunderstood
Muslin

 Verna Mohon

h, you thought buried
treasure was nothing
more than a fairytale
plot line? Quite the con-
trary. From gold to gem-
stones to copper to pos-
sibly even a queen's jew-
els, there are throngs of
extremely valuable
items hidden away in

the mountains, coves, and oceans of
the U.S.

Some are easier to find than oth-
ers. You might, for example, find
treasure after just one afternoon
immersed in Arkansas' Crater of
Diamonds. On the other hand, you
could spend a lifetime trying to
decode the ciphers that apparently
lead to a Virginia trove and still
come away empty-handed.

Choose your challenge with
these eight destinations for modern-
day treasure hunters.

Crater of Diamonds State 
Park (Arkansas)
Diamonds were first discovered on
the site that's now known as Crater
of Diamonds State Park, in the
early 1900s. After failed attempts at
commercial mining, the rural
southwestern Arkansas treasure
trove became a 900-acre tourist
attraction. Public interest was
piqued in the 1950s, when a 15-carat

stone, later named the Star of
Arkansas, was discovered. Today, a
37-acre plowed field in the middle of
the park acts as the diamond-hunt-
ing hub. More than 29,000 diamonds
have been found since the Crater of
Diamonds became a state park.
That's about 600 per year, according
to the Arkansas Department of
Parks and Tourism, and the policy
is 'finders, keepers.'

Bedford, Virginia
One of America's strangest treasure
stories involves a series of ciphers
that supposedly tell the where-
abouts of a treasure buried in
Bedford, Virginia. In 1819, Thomas
Beale and a group of men reported-
ly brought a large treasure they
found in the American West to their
home state of Virginia, where they
buried it. Beale subsequently wrote
three ciphers that would reveal the
location and contents of the treas-
ure in case something would happen
to the men when they returned to
the West for more treasure.

None of them ever returned, and
no one was able to decipher Beale's
codes. After the story was made pub-
lic in the 1880s, people were able to
decode one of the ciphers, but it
spoke only of the contents of the
treasure, not its location. Many
claim the whole story is a hoax, but
cryptographers continue to try to
crack the codes today.

Jade Cove (California)
Jade is a semiprecious gemstone,
often green in colour, that can be
found on the shore and in the waters
of Jade Cove, a scenic seaside area
in Big Sur on California's Central
Coast. Scuba divers tend to find the
largest stones offshore, but casual
treasure seekers sometimes find siz-
able pebbles on the beach during
low tide or after a storm.

Jade Cove is an idyllic place to
hunt for treasure, the stunning
coastal scenery can be as rewarding
as finding a gemstone. The cove is
quite difficult to access, which helps
keep the number of jade-seekers
down. Also, regulations stipulate
that only hand tools are allowed to
help extract the jade and that collec-
tors may only take what they can
carry themselves.

Auburn, California
Auburn was a major destination for
Gold Rush-era prospectors. After
gold was discovered there in 1848,
thousands of miners came to the
area. Auburn's restored Old Town

hearkens back to this 19th-century
heyday.

More than a century later, gold
seekers have now returned to
Auburn, inspired by rising gold
prices and TV shows that follow the
exploits of modern-day gold miners.
Many of Auburn's new prospectors
pan for gold along the American
River in the Auburn State
Recreation Area. Some boost their
chances by using metal detectors.

The Recreation Area office has
published a list of rules for prospec-
tors: Pans are the only 'tools'
allowed, findings must not be sold
for profit, and no one may gather
more than 15 pounds of mineral
material per day, etc. In the past,
people have actually been arrested
for trespassing and taking gold from
property owned by private mining
companies.

Ozark Hills (Missouri)
A lucrative copper mine was once
operating near the Current River in
Missouri's Ozark Hills. In the mid-
18th century, the mine's owner,

Joseph Slater, would allegedly float
large amounts of high-grade copper
down to New Orleans. In an effort to
keep the location of his mine secret,
he filed a claim for the mine several
miles from where it actually was.
This means that the location of one
of the country's most profitable cop-
per mines was never known to any-
one but Slater and his daughter.

Slater moved away with inten-
tions of returning to the mine one
day, but he died before he could do
so. It's said that he and his daughter
carefully covered its entrance so
that no one would be able to find it
before they returned, but treasure
hunters and curiosity seekers have
been scouring the area for almost a
century to no avail. Thus, it's been
dubbed the Lost Copper Mine.

Amelia Island (Florida)
One of the largest remaining
unfound treasures in the U.S. is
thought to be sitting somewhere
along the Atlantic coast of Florida.
Small finds like hundreds of gold
coins have created a sort of trail of

breadcrumbs, suggesting that the
San Miguel, a Spanish treasure ship
lost in 1715, went down near Amelia
Island. The vessel was carrying gold
and other valuable items, potential-
ly the Queen's jewels, that Amelia
Research and Recovery says could
be worth as much as $2 billion today.

Despite finding fragments of
other ships that were part of the
Spanish cargo fleet alongside the
San Miguel, no one has found the
suspected billion-dollar haul yet.
One salvage company, Queens
Jewels, now owns rights to the 1715
fleet shipwreck site, and up to two
dozen subcontractors sign up to
search the site alongside it every
summer.

Pahrump, Nevada
Pahrump, Nevada, 62 miles west of
Las Vegas and 30 miles from Death
Valley Junction, is where the casi-
no heir Ted Binion is thought to
have buried a bundle of silver.
Binion died in 1998, allegedly at the
hands of his girlfriend and her
lover, who were potentially motivat-
ed by a highly valuable silver col-
lection. After his death, Nye
County police discovered a 12-foot-
deep vault containing six tons of
silver bullion, cash, and thousands
of rare coins on one of Binion's
properties in Pahrump.

While much of the discovered
silver went to Binion's daughter,

much more of it, millions of dol-
lars' worth, is thought to remain
buried on the property. In 2019,
one of Binion's former ranch
hands was arrested for attempting
to dig it up.

Catskill Mountains (New York)
Dutch Schultz (real name Arthur
Flegenheimer) was a well-known
crime boss in New York City dur-
ing the '20s. He made a fortune
with bootlegged liquor, illegal lot-
teries, and other criminal activi-
ties. When he was being prosecut-
ed for tax evasion, Schultz
allegedly stashed some of his for-
tune in a secret location in the
Catskill Mountains. The 'treasure'
was said to include cash in the
form of $1,000 bills, diamonds,
and gold coins.

Schultz was acquitted of tax eva-
sion, but prosecutors started pursu-
ing other charges, so, he was not
able to retrieve his hidden loot. He
managed to avoid jail but was even-
tually gunned down on orders from
rival crime bosses. Some say Schultz
mumbled incoherently about the
treasure as he bled out after being
shot. Others tell of maps that the
city-dwelling mob men were unable
to decipher. Many think the treasure
is buried near the hamlet of
Phoenicia, New York.
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#PROSPECTING

Look For
Buried

Treasure
Here!

Auburn, California Ozark Hills (Missouri) Amelia Island (Florida) Pahrump, Nevada Catskill Mountains (New York)

Gold seekers have now returned to Auburn,
inspired by rising gold prices and TV shows that
follow the exploits of modern-day gold miners.
Many of Auburn's new prospectors pan for
gold along the American River in the Auburn
State Recreation Area. Some boost their
chances by using metal detectors. The
Recreation Area office has published a list of
rules for prospectors: Pans are the only 'tools'
allowed, findings must not be sold for profit,
and no one may gather more than 15 pounds
of mineral material per day, etc. In the past,
people have actually been arrested for
trespassing and taking gold from property
owned by private mining companies.

Crater of Diamonds State Park (Arkansas)

Bedford, Virginia Jade Cove (California)


