
utankhamun, com-
monly referred to as
King Tut, was an
Egyptian pharaoh who
was the last of his
royal family to rule
during the end of the

18th dynasty during the New
Kingdom of Egyptian history.
On November 4, 1922, the British
Egyptologist, Howard Carter
discovered the tomb of
Tutankhamun in the Valley of
the Kings in Southern Egypt.
The tomb was discovered nearly
3000 years after his death and
according to findings, he took
over as the ruler when he was
around 9 years old and died at
the young age of 19 years under
mysterious circumstances. The
discovery of the treasures of the
young king was a landmark

event in history as thousands of
priceless pieces of art were
revealed that stand testimony to
the skill and finesse of the
ancient Egyptian artists.

The treasures of
Tutankhamun come to India
In a first not just for the city but
also for the country, replicas of
the mummy of the Egyptian
ruler, Tutankhamun and relics
found in his tomb are on display
at the Alankar Gallery in
Jawahar Kala Kendra (JKK). Dr.
Mostafa El Ezaby, an Egyptian
artist, has spent 30 years of his
life in making the replicas using
different materials. Currently,
around 120 such magnificent
pieces are being exhibited at the
show 'Tutankhamun - Secrets &
Treasures', which has been
curated by Manish Sharma.

Speaking about his work, Dr.
Ezaby said: "It takes at least 8 to 9
years to create such huge repli-
cas of the ancient treasures
which are currently on display
here. The reason behind creating
such life-like pieces of ancient

Egyptian art is to make people in
other countries aware about the
rich culture of Egypt. We are
happy to bring this exhibition to
India for the first time ever and
that too in a city like Jaipur. "
Previously this exhibition has
taken place in countries like
Switzerland, Germany, Japan,
France, Sweden, Belgium,
America, among others and has
been cumulatively been viewed
by over 10 million visitors.

Shedding light on the objec-
tive of bringing this exhibition to
the Pink City, the curator,
Manish Sharma says: "The
ancient civilizations around the
world are a mystery to humans.
The artistic feats achieved by
these civilizations are still
admired and pondered over by
generations. This exhibition is
especially curated to display the
visual wealth of the ancient
Egyptian civilization and its
most famous king Tutankhamun.
The art pieces on display here
give a peek into the golden civi-
lization of the black land." 

A peek into the culture of Egypt
Some noteworthy pieces which
are on display include the golden
mask of the king, coffins, mili-
tary wheels, throne of
Tutankhamun, among others.
While the Golden Throne of
Tutankhamun depicts a scene
from the daily life of
Tutankhamun in which the
young pharaoh sits in relaxed
pose and his wife rubs her hus-
band's shoulder, another piece of
art showcases Tutankhamun
hunting hippos with harpoon on
a reed boat. On the other hand,
the inner gold coffin made of
pure gold and with a weight of
110 kg, is the most spectacular
object of the tomb treasure.
What is interesting about the
mask of Tutankhamun is that it
covered the head of the wrapped
mummy in its coffin and
ensured more protection for the
head and shoulders of the
mummy. Some replicas of

ancient Egyptian Gods and
Goddesses are also on display.

"The in-charge of the exhibi-
tion, Mohamed Ahmed Atwa,
who has also come from Egypt,
says: When the original mum-
mies or relics were taken outside
the country there was a lot of
wear and tear so it was decided
by the Egyptian Government to
not take the original treasures
outside Egypt. In fact, they are
not even displayed within the
country. This is why these exact
replicas have been carefully and
strenuously crafted with intri-
cate detailing."

Expressing her happiness on
holding such a prestigious exhi-
bition at JKK, Director General
of JKK, Gayatri Rathore shared:
"It is a matter of immense hap-
piness for us to bring this exhi-
bition for the visitors of JKK
and acquaint people who cannot
travel to other countries with
the diverse cultures of the world
through art and artifacts. This is
just a start and it is our endeav-
our to have similar internation-
al exhibitions in other parts of
Rajasthan as well"

-----------------------------------------
When: September 8 - October 8,
11 am to 7 pm
Where: Alankar Art Gallery,
Jawahar Kala Kendra
Entry: Through tickets priced at
INR 200 which are available at
JKK
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Shake Month
ilkshakes are a classic favourite among many Americans. Milkshake Day or Shake day for
short celebrates the wonderful thick drink that many have come to love. The basic
ingredients for a milkshake include milk, ice cream, and flavouring, but is technically a 'malt'
if it is made with malted, powdered milk. Many fast food restaurant such as McDonald's,
Wendy's, and Burger King have milkshakes as an added drink alongside their meals.M
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THERE ARE GOOD

DAYS AND THERE 

ARE BAD DAYS  AND THIS 

IS ONE OF THEM.  
- LAWRENCE WELK

The replicas of
ancient Egyptian
treasures of
Tutankhamun are on
display for the first
time in India at a
month-long
exhibition being held
at Jawahar Kala
Kendra.
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it happens here...

ne is Ayman Al-
Zawahiri dob 19-06-
1951 an Egyptian
from Cairo. The
other is Jalees
Ansari D.O.B. 01- 07-
1952, Indian from
Mumbai. Zawahiri
was 71 when he suc-
cumbed to drone

killing in a Kabul safe house and
Jalees is 70 today serving a life sen-
tence, in Jail, from January 1994
they are recognised terrorist
names. They have similarities.
Ayman and Jalees became doctors
in the 80's. They drifted into terror-
ism as students and interns. The
"infidel" regime in Egypt and a visit
to the Afghan war zone provided
the ammunition to fuel the terrorist
fire in young Ayman then just
eighteen. As a young doctor of a
Cairo clinic he found himself treat-
ing Islamic forces fighting the
Soviet forces in Afghanistan. Jalees
too started young. Hailing from dis-
trict Basti in Uttar Pradesh the
Ansari family moved to
Maharashtra.

Jalees was born in then Bombay.
He studied in Dr. Ahmed Sailor
School Boiwada and then in
Maharashtra College before enter-
ing BVT Hospital Sion for his
MBBS degree in 1972. However, he
suffered from schizophrenia and
had to take a break. He got his
MBBS degree, finally, in 1981 from
Lokmanya Tilak Medical College. It
was in the medical college years
that he faced jibes, taunts and
racial attacks and he attributes his
communal bent of mind to them.
He claims not only students but also
teachers were a part of the taunts
and insults group. He lived in
Mominpura Agripada Bombay
400011 were the majority were
Muslims. His communal mind was
further aggravated by the horrific
stories of Neliie Communal
killings in Assam and Bhiwandi
Communal Riots in Maharashtra.
Around the same time his masjid in
Mominpura was visited by two
rabid speakers who roused commu-
nal passions fever pitch. They were
identified during investigation.
One was Azim Gauri and the other
was Abou Masund. They belonged
to Hyderabad and Kolkata West
Bengal respectively. When on 6th

December Babri Masjid was demol-
ished he saw in this act the confir-
mation that the cause he espoused
was right.

He created a group which he
named "Tanzeem Ishlahul
Musalmeen". They, to start with,
comprised youngsters of
Mominpura who ostensibly were
together to fulfil social needs of
people in who lived in Mominpura.
Simultaneously he created an inner
core of like-minded people.
Subversive action was their pri-
mary objective. This group was, ini-
tially, of 8/10 people. It expanded,
exponentially, unknown to
Maharashtra intelligence and
Mumbai police.

Deadliest Attack 
While Ayman Al-Zawahiri was with
Al-Qaeda planning terrorism inter-
nationally his co- religionist and
also s doctor like him was executing
terrorist acts within India. He start-
ed his terrorist activity in 1990 and
his career ended in early 1994 at the
hands of Special Task Force CBI
which was created in 1993. Under Al
Zawahiri' s  leadership, and he was
crucial to the Al- Qaeda network,
Al- Qaeda carried out the deadliest
attack ever on American soil, the
September 11 2001. Earlier, he had
executed terrorist attacks in 1998 in
American Embassies in Tanzania
and Nigeria. He reshaped the
organisation from a centralised
planner of attacks into the head of
a franchise chain. He led the cre-
ation of network of autonomous
branches around the regions in the
Middle East in Iraq Saudi Arabia
Yemen, in Africa including North
Africa and Somalia. He was target-
ing India when he was killed by a
US drone strike in Afghanistan on
31st July 2022. Dr. Mohammad
Jalees Ansari in India from mid-
eighties was actively organising his
terrorist aims. His fervour and zeal
brought existing ISI trained mili-
tants from Kashmir and elsewhere
flocking to him. He obtained pass-
ports from Lucknow and Mumbai.
He had three of them. He travelled
and enlarged and expanded He was
helped with money and material to
expand. His first known terrorist
activity was in Malegaon in District
Nasik in 1990.

He was arrested by Nasik Police.
In Crime no 65/90 of Police Station
Kilia Malegaon. He was in custody
under section 4 & 9 of the Explosive
Substances Act 1908. The investiga-

tion was poorly done and not only
he was bailed out, he also was for-
gotten. Emboldened and armed
with men money material, support-
ed by ISI Pakistan and like-minded
in India he let loose his terror appa-
ratus. From 1990 to 1993 his men
and he himself planted Improvised
Explosive Devices (IED) in 53
places. Mostly, in Maharashtra, a
few Andhra Karnataka, 25 of them
in Mumbai itself. There was sub-
stantial damage to property and
infrastructure. No lives were lost
but he created fear in the majority
community. He earned, in his cir-
cle, a reputation as a master in tac-
tical terrorism as neither he nor his
associates were apprehended.

Many Police Stations in
Maharashtra took up the challenge
to apprehend him. Like, Borivali
Police Station in crime no. 80/90,
Kurla Police Station in Crime no.
490/91, Mahim Police Station under
Crime no. 76/92 and failed. More
and more police stations were tar-
geted by him. Not one of the 53
blasts were solved. He was confi-
dent that his planning and execu-
tion was fool proof. It is then he
launched his blitzkrieg.

Six explosions on six prestigious
trains on 6th December 1993, his
master plan. The Babri Masjid dem-
olition of 6th December 1992 was to
be avenged in this manner. His
planning was successfully execut-

ed. At 10.30 pm on 5th December a
bomb exploded in Rajdhani Express
enroute to New Delhi from Howrah
near Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh. Next
day at 5am a bomb exploded in
Rajdhani Express train on way
from New Delhi to Howrah, again
near Kanpur, in 515 on 6th
December 1993 am there was a blast
on Rajdhani Express traveling from
Mumbai Central to New Delhi near
Rajkot in Rajasthan. At 6am on 6th
December the fourth blast took
place on the Flying Queen Express
enroute to Mumbai from Surat.
This was near Bestan Railway
Station in Valsad. The fifth blast
was on Andhra Express train on the
same day at 7.05 am as it was travel-
ling from Hyderabad to
Nizamuddin near Maikajgiri
Station in Andhra Pradesh. The
sixth blast was prevented, it was
planned to go off on the Bangalore.
Kurla Express on also 6th
December. The explosive device
was detected near Karjat and
thrown out of the compartment.

The investigation was taken up in
by the nearest police station in the
state where the explosion took place.
For three weeks there was no break-
through. These explosives though
improvised had caused injuries and

deaths on the trains. That fatalities
were less was just luck.

Investigation
The Special Task Force with in CBI
which reported to me, on the orders
of the Government of India and
with the concurrence of States
where the train blasts were under
investigation, took over  further
investigation in all six incidents on
28/12/94. We got down speedily and
with alacrity. I immediately took
stock of all the developments in
each case. Hyderabad police, only,
by then had some clues. DIG' S TF
Neeraj Kumar immediately pro-
ceeded to join Hyderabad police and
work on the clues. I proceeded to
Bombay and joined the Bombay
Unit of the STF, which had com-
menced investigation of the crime.
The story of undetected IED
exploding all over Maharashtra
including 25 in Mumbai was mate-
rial seeking a breakthrough. On my
direction police stations in
Maharashtra dug deep into the case
history of all blasts since 1990.
From early hours in the first week
of January ours and their ceaseless
effort was to find any clue that
could link anyone involved in any
one of the blasts in Maharashtra
with the train blast cases. It was
work day and night. The break
came on in early second week
January 1994 when Malegaon
Police  from PS Killa reported the
arrest in 1990 and subsequent bail
of Mohamed Jalees Ansari in its
Crime No. 65/90 in their yet ( Jan
1994) unsolved case under the
Explosive Substances Act. Neeraj

Kumar from Hyderabad also
informed me that one Jalees Ansari
of Mominpura has emerged as a
prime suspect. I lost no time in
mounting a 24/07 surveillance oper-
ation on him. The first team com-
prising non - muslim officers made
no headway. They though in plain
clothes and in disguise reported
hostility, lack of cooperation.

I changed the team to all Muslim
men and officers. This team of
Muslim men and officers of CBI
and Bombay had dug out enough
material on Dr. Mohamed Jalees
Ansari to enable me to direct
Superintendent (SP) S T F Bombay
CBI Satish Jha to search his house
in Mominpura. This search was
carried out in the early hours of
13/01/94. It yielded rich dividend.
He was present in the house and he
and his group, even some neigh-
bours stoutly resisted the opera-
tions. It required the SP both tact,
authority and courage to carry on
the search operations. At his place
tools of crime found were explo-
sives, weapons of foreign make (
Barrette 9mm Pistol, Webbly Scott
.38 Revolver, & Smith and Wesson
.38 revolver), country made
revolvers, ammunition, foreign
currency, Indian currency (2.59 lac)
instruction manual for preparing
and using explosives, wireless sets,
detonators, timing devices, chop-
pers and knives.

His arrest and interrogation
revealed his country wide network.
Five of his associates were immedi-
ately traced and arrested. Dr.
Ansari bubbling with zeal and fer-
vour after his train blast was get-

ting ready with his plans for more
terrible strikes on 15th January in
Bombay and 26th January in Delhi
His arrest prevented them.

Responsive & Efficient 
All the six incidents were clubbed
as one conspiracy by CBI. One blast
in and around Kotah in Rajasthan
could be tried in Ajmer (Rajasthan).
I choose this court for the trial of
all the conspirators. For one Ajmer
was in Rajasthan. I had served as
DIG, CBI Jaipur. The Rajasthan
police judiciary in all ranks, had a
well-earned reputation of being
responsive and efficient. Plus being
a Jaipurian, myself, I had lot of per-
sonal rapport in the State and
Ajmer was close to Delhi. The trial
commenced in the Special Court at
Ajmer in 1994. The accused were
charged with terrorist Crimes as
well as under sections of the Indian
penal code and under Explosive
Substances Act.

At the end of the investigation
he and twenty others were linked to
the six cases. First sixteen were
arrested early. The kingpin Jalees
and his five associates were arrest-
ed on the night of 13/01/14/01/94
and ten of them were subsequently
arrested. Five absconded Rewards
were announced and efforts yielded
results. The remaining five were
also traced and arrested. The trial
continued till 2004 and all 21 were
convicted on 28/02/2004 with Dr.
Jalees Ansari sentenced to life
imprisonment after a trial lasting
ten years in Ajmer.

The conviction was maintained
by the Supreme Court on May 11,
2016. The Supreme Court judgment
was written by Justice Uday U
Lalit, now CJI. They are serving
their sentence as of date.

It's ironical that while we chose
law to put away Jalees and the
Americans chose a drone we both
took about the same time. We in
2016 for a crimes committed
between 1990- 1993 and they in 2022
for crimes committed between 1998
and 2001.

One last word. Terrorists can
well be eliminated through the bar-
rel of a gun. Through law it's more
fitting, more thorough and more
devastating.

||||
writetoarbit@rashtradoot.com

O

While Ayman
Al-Zawahiri was
with Al-Qaeda
planning terrorism
internationally his
co- religionist and also
a doctor like him was
executing terrorist acts
within India. He started
his terrorist activity in
1990 and his career
ended in early 1994 at the
hands of Special Task
Force CBI which was
created in 1993. Under Al

Zawahiri' s
leadership, and he

was crucial to the Al-
Qaeda network, Al-
Qaeda carried out the
deadliest attack ever on
American soil, the
September 11 2001.
Earlier, he had
executed terrorist
attacks in 1998 in
American Embassies in

Tanzania and Nigeria.
He reshaped the

organisation.

Two Terrorists

Dr Bomb- Jalees Ansari. Ayman Al- Zawahiri.

Shantonu Sen
Former CBI Joint
Director 

Train Blasts in 1993.

US drone strike in Afghanistan.

A Reward Roll in Train Blasts.

#LAW

The Special Task Force with in CBI which reported to me, on the orders
of the Government of India and with the concurrence of States where

the train blasts were under investigation, took over  further investigation
in all six incidents on 28/12/94. We got down speedily and with alacrity.  I
immediately took stock of all the developments in each case. Hyderabad
police, only, by then had some clues.  DIG' S TF Neeraj Kumar immediately
proceeded to join Hyderabad police and work on the clues. I proceeded to
Bombay and joined the Bombay Unit of the STF, which had commenced
investigation of the crime.

#EXHIBITION

The Secrets & Treasures
of Tutankhamun
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bout a quarter of the
world's internet users live
in countries with internet
infrastructure that are
more susceptible to

targeted attacks than previously
thought, according to a large scale
study conducted by researchers at
the University of California San
Diego. The computer scientists
surveyed a total of 75 countries. The
study was presented at the Passive
and Active Measurement
Conference 2022 held online.

"We wanted to study the
topology of the Internet to find
weak links that, if compromised,
would expose an entire nation's
traffic. But a large portion of the
Internet doesn't function with
peering agreements for network
connectivity," said Alexander
Gamero-Garrido, the paper's first
author.

Depending on the country you
are in, the structure of the internet
can differ dramatically. In some
places like the United States, a large
number of internet service providers
(ISPs) compete and offer services to a
large number of users. These ISPs
have networks that are directly
connected to one another and
exchange content; a process called
direct peering.

But the study found that in some
countries, many of whom are in the
global south, internet users rely on
just a few ISPs for internet access.
And in some of these countries, one
ISP serves a large majority of users.
These providers often rely on a
limited number of companies to get
access to the global internet and
internet traffic from other countries.

This could mean that attackers
would only need to target one or
few of these companies, called
transit autonomous systems, to
cripple an entire nation's internet
access. In countries like Cuba and
Sierra Leone, one transit
autonomous system provider
provides a connection for almost all
the users in the country; presenting a
worst-case scenario.

#CYBER-SECURITY

Internet
Infrastructur

The study found that a
large number of
internet users live in
regions where
attackers could just
target one or a few
companies can cripple
the entire nation's
internet access.
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All the six
incidents were
clubbed as one

conspiracy by CBI.
One blast in and
around Kotah in

Rajasthan could be
tried in Ajmer
(Rajasthan). I

choose this court
for the trial of all
the conspirators. 

Tusharika
Singh
Freelancer writer
and city blogger


