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A Hard Revenge

The Danish Government faces two choices,
spend years using trained engineers, to clear
them safely or use the people who planted
them. They choose option two

erman POWS
expected Prisoner
Camps when they
surrendered in 1945.
Instead, Denmark
hands them sticks
and sends them
crawling through minefields,
their own army planted.
Hundreds die clearing beach-
es, one poke at a time. Here is
the revenge nobody talks
about.

May 1945 Denmark,
Germany surrenders, leaving
1.5 million landmines buried
along Denmark's West coast, a
defensive perimeter that
makes miles of beach unus-
able and deadly. The Danish
Government faces two choic-
es, spend years using trained
engineers, to clear them safe-
ly or use the people who
planted them. They choose
option two. 2000 German
POWS, many just 15 to 17
years old, who were con-
scripted in the war's final
months, are given minimal
training, and sent to crawl
through the sand. No metal
detectors or protective gears,
just teenage boys lying flat,
poking sand with sticks, pray-
ing they don't hit a trigger,
when a mine detonates.
Pieces of the boy disappear.

The survivors keep crawl-
ing. Danish officers watch
from safe distances. The boys
clear 45000 mines in the first
month's estimated casualties.
Hundreds dead, more
maimed. Some lose legs,
some lose hands, some just
vanish in the explosion. The
irony is brutal. These
teenagers didn't design the
minefield strategy. They were
children when it was imple-
mented. Now, they are paying
for it with their bodies.
International law technically
prohibited using POW for
hazardous work. Denmark
argued that these boys were
clearing their own military

mines. A form of responsibil-
ity. Critics called it revenge,
then disguised as justice. The
work continued for months.
Every cleared beach cost
German teenage lives. The
boys who survived were phys-
ically and psychologically
shattered. By late 1945,
Denmark's beaches were
clear. The cost, an unknown
number of teenage German
POWs Kkilled doing work.
Trained engineers would
take years to complete safely.
The Danish government
never officially apologized.
The story remained largely
hidden for decades. The les-
son, sometimes, the victors'
justice is just slower execu-
tion. One mine clearing pro-
gram proved that even after
war's end, the dying contin-
ues, just with different vic-
tims holding the sticks.

fter the
People's Liberation
Army or PLA
launched an attack
against India in
October 1962, India's
brave soldiers fought
against all adversities
to protect the country.
Some went much
beyond the call of duty to protect
India's territorial integrity.

Subedar Joginder Singh fought
valiantly when the PLA launched an
attack through the Bum La Pass,
sparking a battle named after the
location; the Chinese soldiers, as
they advanced, met with a few more
valiant Indian soldiers. These
heroes went on to etch their names
in the annals of history as they
fought against all odds.

The structure is built in the
memory of Jaswant Singh Rawat, a
rifleman of 4 Garhwal Rifles. This
was the spot where the 21-year-old
took a heroic stand against the
Chinese, creating the impression of
a full contingent of Indian soldiers
while fighting single-handedly.

Subedar Joginder Singh was
born on 26th September 1921 in
Mahakalan village, located in the
Moga district of Punjab, into an
agricultural Saini Sikh family. He
was the son of Shri Sher Singh
Saini and Smt Bibi Krishnan Kaur.
From a young age, he displayed
qualities of sincerity, determina-
tion, and an eagerness to learn. He
went to primary school in village
Nathu Ala and to village Daroli for
his middle school. He was unable to
pursue further studies due to the
modest financial condition of his
family. Determined to build a mean-
ingful life through service to the

Chinese
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As the final and most ferocious wave of the Chinese assault came, most of his men had either been
killed or severely wounded. Subedar Joginder Singh himself was gravely injured but refused to give
up. Taking personal control of a light machine gun, he continued to fire upon the enemy, inflicting
significant losses. When the ammunition was completely exhausted, he and his remaining soldiers
fixed bayonets to their rifles and charged out of their bunkers shouting their battle cry, “Bole So
Nihal, Sat Sri Akaal!” In this desperate but valiant last stand, they fought hand-to-hand with the
advancing Chinese, bayoneting many before being finally overpowered.

nation, he joined the British Indian
Army on 28th September 1936 and
was enrolled in the 1 Sikh battalion
of the Sikh Regiment, a renowned
regiment of the Indian Army
known for its valour, discipline, and
glorious battle traditions. As a
young soldier, he saw active combat
during World War II on the Burma
front, where Indian troops played a
decisive role in halting the
Japanese advance. Later, following
India's independence, he also par-
ticipated in the Indo-Pak War of
1947-48, fighting bravely in the
defence of Srinagar. His battlefield
experiences during these opera-
tions shaped him into a seasoned
and composed soldier, known for
his courage under fire.

In his personal life, Subedar
Joginder Singh married Ms Bibi
Gurdyal Kaur Banga, who hailed
from a Saini family of Kothay Rara
Singh village near Kot Kapura.
The couple was blessed with a son
and two daughters, and he
remained a devoted husband and
father, deeply rooted in family val-
ues even while serving in demand-
ing field conditions. A man of per-
severance, Subedar Joginder
Singh continued his education
within the Army by passing sever-
al professional examinations and
qualifying as a unit instructor, a
role that required deep knowledge,
leadership, and dedication. His
commitment to excellence, uncom-
promising discipline, and genuine
concern for the welfare of his men
earned him immense respect
among both his peers and subordi-
nates. Known for his integrity and
unwavering sense of duty, he
became a role model within his
regiment, embodying the true spir-
it of a soldier who lived and served
with honour.
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Indo-China War: 23 Oct 1962

A fierce and historic battle was
fought at Tongpen La, near Bum La,
in the Tawang sector during the 1962
Sino-Indian War. This region,
known then as the North East
Frontier Agency (NEFA), is today
the Indian state of Arunachal
Pradesh. As tensions with China
escalated and the possibility of war
became inevitable, 1 Sikh battalion
was urgently mobilized from its
peacetime location in Jaipur to the
eastern front. The movement to the
forward area was arduous and phys-
ically demanding. The soldiers had
to traverse dense jungles en route to
Tenga Valley, negotiate the treacher-
ous mountain paths of Bomdila,
descend into Dirang, and climb
again towards the frozen expanse of
Sela Lake before finally reaching
Tawang. Amidst the freezing tem-
peratures and harsh terrain,
Subedar Joginder Singh, who was
then a platoon commander, stood
out for his strength, composure, and
unshakeable resolve. A veteran of
World War II and the 1947-48 war in
Kashmir, he was deeply respected in
the battalion for his discipline, tacti-
cal skill, and exemplary leadership
in combat. Subedar Joginder
Singh's platoon was tasked with
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fierce and historic battle was

fought at Tongpen La, near
Bum La, in the Tawang sector
during the 1962 Sino-Indian War.
This region, known then as the
North East Frontier Agency
(NEFA), is today the Indian state
of Arunachal Pradesh. As tensions
with China escalated, 1 Sikh bat-
talion was urgently mobilized.

defending a strategic ridge in the
Tongpen La area along the Bum La
axis in Tawang.

On 20 October 1962, the Chinese
launched their first major offensive
at Namka Chu against the 7th
Infantry Brigade. Having prepared
meticulously for years and equipped
with superior weapons and logis-
tics, the Chinese forces swiftly over-
ran the Indian positions and
advanced towards Tawang, where
Subedar Joginder Singh and his
men were holding their ground. As
the enemy began to gather across
the stream and dig defensive trench-
es, it became evident that an attack
on his post was imminent.

Anticipating the confrontation,
Subedar Joginder Singh prepared
his men for the battle that lay ahead.
At dawn on 23 October 1962, around
5:30 a.m., while the soldiers were
preparing tea in the camp kitchen,
the Chinese forces launched a sud-
den and heavy assault on the posi-
tion. Despite being outnumbered
and outgunned, the brave men of 1
Sikh met the attack head-on.
Subedar Joginder Singh's platoon
fought with exceptional courage,
catching the enemy off guard and
inflicting heavy casualties. The bat-
tle cry “Jo Bole So Nihal, Sat Sri
Akaal” echoed through the icy
mountains, lifting the spirits of the
defenders. The enemy regrouped
and launched a second, more deter-
mined wave of attack. Undeterred,
Subedar Joginder Singh displayed
remarkable courage and tactical
acumen. Even as casualties mount-
ed and ammunition ran low, he con-
tinued to inspire his men, urging
them to fight with the spirit of the
Khalsa and to defend their mother-
land with honour. His calm compo-
sure under pressure and his words
of encouragement kept the platoon's
morale unbroken despite over-
whelming odds.

As the final and most ferocious

wave of the Chinese assault came,
most of his men had either been
killed or severely wounded. Subedar
Joginder Singh himself was gravely
injured but refused to give up.
Taking personal control of a light
machine gun, he continued to fire
upon the enemy, inflicting signifi-
cant losses. When the ammunition
was completely exhausted, he and
his remaining soldiers fixed bayo-
nets to their rifles and charged out of
their bunkers shouting their battle
cry, “Bole So Nihal, Sat Sri Akaal!”
In this desperate but valiant last
stand, they fought hand-to-hand
with the advancing Chinese, bayo-
neting many before being finally
overpowered. Ultimately, sheer num-
bers and superior firepower pre-
vailed, and Subedar Joginder Singh
was captured after being severely
wounded. Even as a prisoner of war,
he upheld his dignity and the hon-
our of his regiment. His indomitable
courage, leadership, and refusal to
surrender became legendary. For his
unparalleled bravery, leadership of
the highest order, and supreme sac-
rifice in the defence of the nation,
Subedar Joginder Singh was posthu-
mously awarded the ‘Param Vir
Chakra,” India's highest wartime
gallantry award. In a rare gesture of
respect, the Chinese forces later
returned his ashes upon learning of
the honour conferred upon him.

The Jaswantgarh War
Memorial, located in Tawang dis-
trict of Arunachal Pradesh, wel-
comes visitors year-round with a
compelling tale of valour.

The plaque at the memorial says
for 72 gruelling hours, he inflicted
heavy casualties on the enemy
entirely on his own before making
the ultimate sacrifice. He was
posthumously awarded the Maha
Vir Chakra.
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According to the Ministry of
Defence, in November 1962, Jaswant
Singh Rawat and his two aides,
Lance Naik Trilok Singh Negi and
Rifleman Gopal Singh Gusain, had
volunteered to destroy a Medium
Machine Gun that was brought in
by the Chinese.

Under the cover of boulders,
scraggy bushes and trees, they
crawled forward amid heavy enemy
fire and reached within 10 to 15
yards of target. While Lance Naik
Negi provided covering fire with his
Sten gun, Rawat and Gusain hurled
grenades on the enemy's Medium
Machine Gun and managed to cap-
ture it.

In the battle that followed, Rawat
refused to give up his post.

He displayed remarkable agility,
shifting between bunkers to main-
tain the illusion of a full-scale
Indian battalion. His only helpers
were two local Monpa women, Sela
and Nura. They provided him with
food, supplied ammunition and
loaded the guns at different posts to
help Rawat create the illusion of a
full contingent.

By the time he was done, around
300 Chinese soldiers were dead and
he managed to delay the Chinese
advance by around 72 hours.

Today, the Rifleman is remem-
bered as Baba Jaswant Singh Rawat.
His personal belongings have been
kept at Jaswantgarh.

The Sela Pass is named after
Sela and the Nurarang falls (Jang
Falls) has been named after Nura to
honour their sacrifice.

Both locations are located close
to Jaswantgarh, which is adorned
with a camouflaged temple-like
structure to mark the bravery of
Rifleman Jaswant Singh Rawat.
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Why Are Turkeys
Called Turkeys?

While a bird native to the Americas was given a name

linked to Turkey, this kind of geographic mislabeling
was not unusual in the context of the time

he name ‘turkey’ for
the large, distinctive
bird native to North
America has a curi-
ous and somewhat
confusing  history,
steeped in a combina-
tion of geographical miscon-
ceptions, trade routes, and lin-
guistic evolution. The story of
why turkeys are called turkeys
is a fascinating example of
how names can travel across
cultures and time, often losing
their original meaning along
the way.

The Confusion with
Turkey, the Country

The first mystery lies in the
geographical misstep that led to
the bird being named after the
country Turkey. The bird we
know as a turkey is native to
North America, specifically to
parts of Mexico and the United
States. However, early
European settlers and traders
had no idea where these birds
originated.

In the 16th century, when
turkeys were first introduced to
Europe, they were often con-
fused with another bird, the
guinea fowl, which was import-
ed to Europe through Turkey
(the country). The guinea fowl
is a native of sub-Saharan
Africa and had long been
imported to Europe via trade
routes that passed through the
Ottoman Empire, which includ-
ed parts of what we now know
as Turkey.

As a result of this trade
route confusion, Europeans
began to associate the bird with
Turkey, mistakenly thinking
that the guinea fowl had come
from there. When North
American turkeys were
brought back to Europe by
Spanish explorers in the early
1500s, they were mistaken for
guinea fowl, and so the name
‘turkey’ was applied to them as
well, even though they were
completely different species.
This misnaming stuck, and
thus, the bird we now recognize
as the turkey was given the
same name.

Turkey and the
Name Confusion Across
Languages

The confusion surrounding the

bird's name wasn't limited to

English. The same misassocia-

tion spread to other languages,

though each culture had its own

way of adapting the name.

® In French, the turkey is
called ‘dindon,” which is
believed to be a reference to
Dindes, the name for a vil-
lage in Turkey that became
associated with the trade of
these birds.

® In Spanish, the word for
turkey is ‘pavo,” derived
from the Latin name for the
bird, Meleagris gallopavo.
Interestingly, pavo means
peacock, but in the case of

the turkey, it came to repre-
sent the bird after its intro-
duction to Spain.
® In Italian, turkeys are called
‘tacchino,” which is also
believed to be connected to
the Turkish misnomer.
Despite the geographical
confusion, the name ‘turkey’
became the widely accepted
term in English and in many
other European languages,
even though the bird had no
actual connection to the coun-
try of Turkey.

The Role of Trade Routes
and European Exploration

The name turkey is a product of
exploration and global trade. As
European explorers began to
expand their trade networks in
the 16th century, they introduced
new plants and animals to differ-
ent parts of the world. The
turkey, which was domesticated
by Indigenous peoples in North
America long before Europeans
arrived, was one of the many
animals that crossed the ocean
during these early voyages.
Spanish conquistadors brought
turkeys back to Europe after
their expeditions in the
Americas, and from there, the
bird spread across the continent.

While it might seem odd
that a bird native to the
Americas was given a name
linked to Turkey, this kind of
geographic mislabeling was not
unusual in the context of the
time. When traders moved
goods across continents, names
and labels were often applied
based on the routes they took,
rather than the bird's actual ori-
gin. This mislabeling was fur-

ther compounded by the lack of
accurate knowledge about the
distant lands that explorers
encountered.

The Native American
Connection

It's important to note that
turkeys were originally
domesticated by Indigenous
peoples of North America,
particularly the Aztecs in
Mexico. In fact, wild turkeys
were a common food source for
Indigenous groups in North
America long before
Europeans arrived. After
being introduced to Europe,
turkeys eventually made their
way back to the Americas,
where they were raised by
European settlers. Despite this
historical back-and-forth, the
name ‘turkey’ remained.

Interestingly, while the bird
was known as ‘wild turkey’ in
North America, Indigenous
groups in the Americas had
their own names for the bird in
their native languages, like
‘Uwa’ (Cherokee) and
‘Wiyohpiyata’ (Lakota).
However, by the time
Europeans began to widely use
the term ‘turkey,” the name had
become entrenched.

Other Theories and
Linguistic
Misunderstandings

Aside from the Turkey trade
route confusion, there are a few
other theories about the origin
of the turkey's name. One possi-
ble explanation is related to the
role of early European settlers
who, when encountering the
bird, might have been reminded
of the Turkish traders they
encountered in the
Mediterranean, since Ottoman
Turks were prominent in trade
networks and European politics
at the time.

Another theory is that the
term ‘turkey’ might have been
used as a metaphor for some-
thing foreign or exotic. In the
early modern period, people
tended to associate anything
that was unfamiliar with far-
away places. Turkey, as an exot-
ic and relatively mysterious
empire, was a fitting name for
something new and unusual,
like the turkey bird.
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