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it happens here...

Every rule has 
an exception ,

Especially 
this one .

World Bee Day: Celebrating Nature's Tiny Heroes
orld Bee Day, observed annually on May 20, honours the vital role bees play in our ecosystem. These tiny pollinators are
essential for the growth of fruits, vegetables, and flowers, supporting biodiversity and food security worldwide. The day
raises awareness about the threats bees face, including habitat loss, pesticides, and climate change. It encourages
global efforts to protect and preserve bee populations through sustainable practices and habitat restoration.
Celebrating World Bee Day reminds us that safeguarding bees means safeguarding our planet's health and future.w

he history of vio-
lence and politi-
cal unrest in the
state of Jammu
and Kashmir has
claimed a num-
ber of lives.
Twenty-five years
ago, in 1999,
shortly after the

signing of the Lahore
Declaration, India and
Pakistan fought the Kargil
War. The war began when
Pakistani forces disguised as
Kashmiri terrorists infiltrated
on the Indian side of the LoC
and surreptitiously took over
the Indian Army's winter
vacated posts, as part of an
operation, code-named
‘Operation Badr.’ The aim was
to cut the link between
Kashmir and Ladakh, to iso-
late Indian Army troops on the
Siachen Glacier, and force
India to negotiate a settlement
of the Kashmir dispute. To
achieve these objectives, main-
taining control over Tololing
held great significance for the
Pakistan Army. Conversely,
reclaiming Tololing from
Pakistan was of paramount
importance for India, as it
could allow India to get a
foothold in the enemy's defen-
sive layout and then proceed to
clear the other intrusions.

#TOLOLING

T

n this International
Museum Day, we
take a detour from
the ordinary and
explore the extraor-
dinary. From toilets
and phalluses to bro-

ken relationships and bad art,

these offbeat museums chal-
lenge conventions and offer a
glimpse into the particular
aspects of human culture. Join
us as we delve into the world's
most peculiar museums and
uncover their captivating and
often bewildering exhibits.

#EXHIBITS

Happy International Museum Day 2025!
Let's celebrate by taking a tour of the
world's most bizarre museums, featuring
everything from hair to dog collars.

O

World's Most
Bizarre Museums

The Turning Point In Kargil War

On 27 May, 1999, 1 NAGA launched a company attack to secure Point 5140 with a
view to cutting off Tololing. Contrary to the available information, there was an enemy
post on Point 5140 that was well stocked and fortified. The NAGA Company moved
boldly and soon closed in with the objective. At this stage, the enemy sprang up from
the defences in large numbers and brought down accurate and heavy Universal
Machine Gun (UMG), and Heavy Machine Gun (HMG) and small arms fire on the
assaulting troops. Due to the heavy volume of fire and the complete absence of cover,
the Company Commander and 13 other jawans were injured, including Lance Naik
Khushiman Gurung. Unmindful of his injuries, Lance Naik Khushiman Gurung conti-
nued to fire back though he was in an exposed position. He urged his comrades to
extricate themselves while he provided effective covering fire and killed several enemy
soldiers. Using fire and move tactics, he gradually pulled back and assisted his colleagues
in evacuating the Company Commander and other wounded personnel to a safer area.
This gallant act of Lance Naik Khushiman Gurung in the face of the enemy resulted in
saving many lives and also ensured safety of own casualties. For his fearless display of a
tenacious fighting spirit and selfless devotion to duty under daunting circumstances,
Lance Naik Khushiman Gurung was awarded the Vir Chakra.

Saransh
Srivastav 

C asting its formidable silhou-
ette over the town of Drass,

Tololing, a desolate mountain,
stands imposingly at 16000 feet. A
solitary, steep trail snakes its way
to the summit. It offers no respite
or concealment to the advancing
troops. Mountains favour those
who command dominating
heights. From their sturdy con-
crete bunkers and fortified san-
gars, the Pakistani forces com-
manded an unobstructed view of
every inch of the treacherous
track. Tololing is connected with
Point 5140 via another hill feature
called Hump, forming a complex.
The ridge is located between two
nalas, Bimbat nala and the
Tololing nala. The operations dur-
ing the war were executed at
night, amidst the harsh, howling
wind and biting cold tempera-
tures, ranging from -5 to -11
degrees Celsius, all of with no
reprieve or advantage. The sol-
diers painstakingly crawled up
the steep incline, advancing inch
by inch. With a demanding verti-
cal ascent, where every kilogram
of additional weight felt tyranni-
cal, two kilo food packets were
relinquished in favour of more
ammunition. However, their
efforts were rendered futile as the
adversaries positioned on the
heights, refrained from expending
their ammunition, opting instead
to pelt stones and roll down boul-
ders upon the Indian Army. The
brave and hardy soldiers of the
Naga Regiment bore the brunt of
such tactics, falling victim to this
unconventional strategy.

GEOGRAPHY

C olonel Kushal Thakur
devised a plan that involved

the Ghatak (Commando) Platoon
led by Captain SA Nimbalker,
advancing up the South-East Spur.
They would be followed by A
Company under Major RS
Rathore. B Company, under Major
Adhikari, would initially serve as
a reserve for A Company but
would later capture Point 4590
along the Southern approach after
the recapture of Tololing.
Meanwhile, C and D Company, led
by Captain Joy Dasgupta and
Major Vishal Sharma respective-
ly, would advance through the
South-West Spur to disrupt the
enemy's reinforcement line from
Point 5140 and Hump.
Subsequently, they would launch
an attack on the targeted feature.

By 1500 hours on 22 May, 1999,
all troops had reached the fire
base of 16 GRENADIERS. At pre-
cisely 1930 hours, Captain
Nimbalkar bravely led his com-
mandos forward along the South-
East Spur. However, despite their
best efforts, they were met with
heavy defensive fire, which
pinned them down just 300 metres
short of their objective. The chal-
lenging situation was compound-
ed by rain and fog, further hinder-

ing the troops' progress. On the
following day, on 23 and 24 May,
the enemy launched intense fire,
forcing the troops to seek cover
wherever available. Recognizing
the need to disrupt the enemy's
reinforcement route from the
North, the CO initiated the
deployment of C Company under
Captain Dasgupta and D Company
under Captain NS Rathore along
the South-Western approach on 25
May. Sadly, they too encountered
fierce enemy fire, compelling
them to halt their advance 400
metres away from Point 4590.

On 27 May, the Indian Air
Force's Mi-17 attack helicopters,
including one with Major
Adhikari on board, launched an
attack on Point 4509 and Tololing.
However, this initial attack proved
ineffective. Four Mi-17 helicopters
launched a more successful
assault on Tololing using rockets
the following day, on 28 May.
Despite facing enemy missiles
and machine gun fire, three heli-
copters managed to deflect the
attacks and safely returned to the
base. Tragically, the fourth heli-
copter was struck by a missile
from Point 5140 while engaging
the enemy position, resulting in
the loss of all four crew members.

I ndia's relentless three-week
assault culminated in the suc-

cessful capture of Tololing, which
served as a pivotal moment in the
war. In this three-week-long battle,
18 GRENADIERS endured a total of
sixty-six casualties, which included;
two officers, two Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCOs) and
twenty-one soldiers.

Additionally, one officer, one
JCO, and thirty-nine soldiers were

wounded. Fifteen individuals from
the battalion were recognized for
their distinguished service and
gallantry during the battle. This
historic battle shall forever be
etched in the annals of history,
serving as a profound testament to
the unwavering courage and
unyielding spirit of these brave
warriors. Confronted with insur-
mountable challenges, including
the enemy firmly entrenched in

advantageous positions and the
relentless, biting cold winds that
tested their mettle, the indomitable
Indian soldiers emerged tri-
umphant, overcoming every obsta-
cle with unwavering determina-
tion. Their remarkable achieve-
ment resonated deeply within the
ranks, revitalising the troops'
morale and fortifying their resolve.
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C onsequently, the attack on
Tololing was temporarily halt-

ed from all directions, and the
troops were instructed to establish a
secure base around the feature.
There was no let-up in the fighting.
Only the night brought some relief,
and then, it was time to launch one
more assault. No matter what the
enemy hurled at them, they clung on
to their precarious perch.

On the night of 30 May, at 0130
hours, a renewed attack was
launched. B Company, led by Major
Adhikari, and the Ghatak Platoon
divided into two groups, under the
command of Captain Nimbalkar
and Lieutenant Balwan Singh,
advanced towards Point 4590 along
the South Spur. While Captain
Nimbalkar's group encountered
heavy enemy fire and became
pinned down West of Barbad
Bunker, Major Adhikari's
Company managed to come within
25 metres of the objective.
Tragically, Major Adhikari was
fatally struck in the head by an
enemy bullet, and two other sol-

diers also lost their lives. He was
posthumously awarded Mahavir
Chakra for his bravery. Despite
their valiant efforts, the heavy
defensive fire prevented the troops
from penetrating the objective.

From 01 to 02 June, the soldiers
endured harsh conditions, lying in
the bitter cold and under continu-
ous heavy fire. The situation was
exacerbated by relentless rain,
which rendered their circumstances
even more unbearable. Under
immense pressure from higher
authorities to capture Tololing
swiftly, Brigadier AN Aul,
Commander 56 Mountain Brigade,
directed Colonel Thakur to under-
take another assault on Tololing at
the earliest opportunity. On the
night of 03 June, a fresh attack com-
menced at 2100 hours, taking place
along the Southern ridge.
Lieutenant Colonel Vishwanathan
personally led the assault. In the
ensuing intense firefight at close
quarters, Lieutenant Colonel R
Vishwanathan sustained injuries
from a burst of machine gun fire,

while several other assaulting
troops were also wounded. Despite
his injuries, he refused to be evacu-
ated and exhorted his troops to con-
tinue fighting. In a close hand-to-
hand confrontation, he charged at
opposing defences, demolishing
three enemy positions and eliminat-
ing four intruders. In a complete
disregard of his personal safety, he
preferred being where his men were
fighting and led them from the front
during assaults on well-fortified
enemy positions in Tololing. He,
however, succumbed to his injuries,
making the supreme sacrifice for
the nation in the best traditions of
the Indian Army. He was posthu-
mously awarded Vir Chakra for his
gallant actions.

Recognizing the need for addi-
tional troops and firepower to neu-
tralise the enemy, Colonel Thakur
requested reinforcements, and his
request was approved. They were
then ordered to consolidate their
positions. Subsequently, the opera-
tion remained in a stalemate for the
next twelve days.

A s part of the operation, 2
RAJPUTANA RIFLES and 18

GARHWAL RIFLES were assigned
specific roles. 2 RAJPUTANA
RIFLES took over from 18
GRENADIERS and launched an
assault on Tololing. Lieutenant
Colonel M B Ravindranathan, CO, 2
RAJPUTANA RIFLES, sought six
days to prepare for another frontal
assault, as also it will provide
enough time to build a much larger
number of artillery regiments, so
that the enemy can be subject to
heavy fire assault. They had done a
thorough reconnaissance of their
objective and had been well briefed
by the 18 GRENADIERS.

The fire plan for the assault of 2
RAJPUTANA RIFLES was made by
Colonel Mediratta, CO, 1889 Light
Regiment, and was coordinated by
Brigadier Lakhwinder Singh,
Commander, 8 Mountain Artillery
Brigade. Ranging began under
Colonel Meddiratta's supervision at
1430 hours on 12 June, 1999. He was
assisted by Major Amrinder Singh
Kasana, who was subsequently
awarded a VrC, the Battery
Commander (BC), and Captain A
Saxena, an Artillery Forward
Observation Officer (FOO). As the
first Bofors shell exploded on
Tololing, scoring a direct hit, the
troops of 18 GRENADIERS, still in
close contact with the enemy, fell
back. Over 100 guns rained down
death and devastation. Many san-
gars were destroyed. The Pakistani
soldiers were taken by surprise by
the unexpected artillery fire.

On the night of 12 June, C
Company led by Major Vivek Gupta
and D Company under Major Mohit
Saxena set out for assault, while the
A and B Company were nominated
as reserves. C Company's objective
was Tololing Top, and D Company's
objective was Point 4590. D
Company went in first along the
southwestern approach to Point
4590, when it closed in with the
enemy it came under effective small
arms fire, despite that the company
succeeded in establishing a
foothold. The enemy started read-
justing their defences to face the
attack. C Company launched its
assault at this stage, they soon
closed in with Tololing Top and the
adjacent Flat, the flat was taken.
Major Vivek Gupta now himself led

the reserve platoon of his company
to launch an assault on Tololing Top
from the Flat. Despite being griev-
ously wounded, this gallant officer
continued to lead his men, he fear-
lessly engaged the enemy in fierce
hand-to-hand combat and killed
three enemy soldiers. He was hit by
another bullet and made the
supreme sacrifice but not before
evicting the enemy from Tololing
Top. For this gallantry, Major Vivek
Gupta was posthumously awarded
the Maha Vir Chakra.

Captain Mridul Kumar Singh,
who was awarded a SM, a young
Artillery FOO from 197 Field
Regiment, took over the Company
at this very crucial hour, and
deployed the troops on the objective
to thwart any counter-attack.
Enemy tried launching a counter-
offensive but were met with accu-
rate artillery fire from the Indian
soldiers. The CO decided to launch
A Company, which was in reserve,
to capture Point 4590.
Simultaneously, B Company was
asked to clear the northern slope of
Tololing. With extremely effective
artillery fire, Point 4590 and Barbad
Bunker were brought down.
Tololing was successfully captured
by 0600 hrs on 13 June, 1999.
Subedar Bhawar Lal, a valiant sol-
dier, commanded his Platoon in a

mission to capture Tololing Top. As
they advanced towards their objec-
tive, he was hit by a burst of Light
Machine Gun fire. Despite sustain-
ing severe injuries and losing a sig-
nificant amount of blood, he unwa-
veringly pressed on, determined to
lead his men to victory. Subedar
Bhawar Lal rallied his troops for
one last assault, which culminated
in the successful capture of
Tololing Top. Tragically, he made
the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty, laying down his life for the
mission. He was posthumously
awarded the Vir Chakra.

Afterwards, 18 GRENADIERS
prepared to launch an attack on the
Hump. However, the unit encoun-
tered enemy artillery fire, resulting
in significant casualties.
Consequently, C and D Company,
which had been held in reserve,
were tasked with capturing the
Hump. The Hump, a whale-shaped
feature connected to Tololing by a
ridge, consisted of approximately
ten bunkers that extended to the
base of Point 5140. On the morning
of 14 June, the Hump was captured,
but the troops faced heavy fire from
Point 5140. The successful acquisi-
tion of the Hump provided a solid
foothold for 13 JAK RIF, who were
subsequently assigned the mission
of seizing Point 5140.

56 Mountain Brigade of 8
Mountain Division, which

had been inducted into this
Sector on 17 May, 1999, was given
the responsibility of eviction
operations in this sub-Sector
which included Tololing. 8 SIKH
and 1 NAGA spearheaded pre-
liminary operations in the Drass
sub-Sector. While 8 SIKH suc-
ceeded in establishing the extent
of intrusions in the Tiger Hill
Complex and occupied Pariyon
ka Talab with a view to cutting
off the supply route to Tiger
Hill, 1 NAGA launched a series
of determined attacks on the
Pakistani troops occupying
defences in the Tololing and
Point 5140 complex. Despite the
stiff enemy resistance faced by
them, the NAGAS notched up
several notable successes and
suffered many casualties. These
two Battalions were assisted by
16 GRENADIERS, the Battalion
that had been originally respon-
sible for the defence of the Drass
sub-Sector.

On 27 May, 1999, 1 NAGA
launched a company attack to
secure Point 5140 with a view to
cutting off Tololing. Contrary to
the available information, there
was an enemy post on Point 5140
that was well stocked and forti-
fied. The NAGA Company

moved boldly and soon closed in
with the objective. At this stage,
the enemy sprang up from the
defences in large numbers and
brought down accurate and
heavy Universal Machine Gun
(UMG), and Heavy Machine Gun
(HMG) and small arms fire on
the assaulting troops. Due to the
heavy volume of fire and the
complete absence of cover, the
Company Commander and 13
other jawans were injured,
including Lance Naik
Khushiman Gurung. Unmindful
of his injuries, Lance Naik
Khushiman Gurung continued
to fire back though he was in an
exposed position. He urged his
comrades to extricate them-
selves while he provided effec-
tive covering fire and killed sev-
eral enemy soldiers. Using fire
and move tactics, he gradually
pulled back and assisted his col-
leagues in evacuating the
Company Commander and other
wounded personnel to a safer
area. This gallant act of Lance
Naik Khushiman Gurung in the
face of the enemy resulted in
saving many lives and also
ensured safety of own casual-
ties. For his fearless display of a
tenacious fighting spirit and
selfless devotion to duty under
daunting circumstances, Lance

Naik Khushiman Gurung was
awarded the Vir Chakra. 18
GRENADIERS, previously
engaged in counter-insurgency
operations in the Valley, were
also deployed to expel the
intruders. Despite their
immense efforts, 1 NAGA and 8
SIKH were unable to dislodge
the enemy from their positions.
18 GRENADIERS required suffi-
cient time for acclimatization
and to readjust to conventional
attack strategies. Colonel
Kushal Thakur, the
Commanding Officer (CO) at the
time, requested a two-week peri-
od to plan the assault, facilitate
logistical preparations, and con-
duct ground reconnaissance.
Despite the higher command's
desire for Colonel Thakur to
expedite the process, it was rec-
ognized that ample time was
necessary due to the enemy's
preparedness and strong deter-
mination to resist. As a result,
the required time was granted to
ensure thorough preparations.
On 20 May, Colonel Thakur
embarked on a reconnaissance
mission to the Drass area. Based
on his findings, the CO deduced
that Tololing could be accessed
via three spurs: one from the
West, and the others from the
South and South East directions.

STALEMATE IN THE OPERATION

CONCLUSION

THE CAPTURE OF TOLOLING

Jawans taking a breather: Tololing involved an arduous climb.

General VP Malik meeting the men of 18 GRENADIERS.

INITIAL OPERATIONS

The Museum of Bad Art (MOBA) Massachusetts, USA

The Sulabh International Museum of Toilets Delhi, India

The Cup Noodles Museum Japan

T his museum displays a collection of art pieces that are con-
sidered ‘so bad, they're good,’ showcasing unintentionally hi-

larious and bizarre artwork.

T his museum explores the history and evolution of toilets and
sanitation systems, featuring a wide range of toilets from dif-

ferent eras and cultures.

The Meguro Parasito-
logical Museum

Tokyo, Japan

T his museum focuses on
parasites and their im-

pact on humans and animals,
featuring a vast collection of
preserved specimens, educa-
tional exhibits, and interac-
tive displays.

The Avanos Hair 
Museum Turkey

T he Avanos Hair Museum
in Turkey showcases a

vast collection of donated
hair strands from women
worldwide. This unusual mu-
seum offers a distinctive and
intriguing perspective on hu-
man hair and its cultural sig-
nificance.

The Cancun Underwa-
ter Museum

Mexico

T his museum showcases
over 500 life-sized sub-

merged sculptures, creating
an otherworldly art installa-
tion that promotes marine
conservation and serves as an
artificial reef. Diving or snor-
keling through this immer-
sive museum offers a surreal
and captivating experience.

The Dog Collar 
Museum

England

T his museum is a unique
collection housed in Leeds

Castle, UK, displaying a wide
variety of historic and ornate
dog collars from different
eras. It provides a fascinating
glimpse into the history of ca-
nine fashion and the evolving
relationship between humans
and their beloved pets.

The Gold Museum Columbia

T his museum houses a remarkable collection of pre-Hispan-
ic gold artefacts and archaeological treasures. Visitors can

explore the rich history and cultural significance of gold in the
region, witnessing exquisite craftsmanship and learning about
ancient civilizations.

The Museum of Witchcraft and Magic    Cornwall, England

T his museum
explores the

history and folk-
lore surrounding
witchcraft and
magic, showcas-
ing artefacts,
manuscripts, and
items related to
witchcraft prac-
tices and beliefs.

T his museum is a captivat-
ing attraction that cele-

brates the iconic instant noo-
dle invention. Located in
Japan, this museum offers in-
teractive exhibits, including a
chance to create your own cus-
tomized cup noodle. Discover
the fascinating history and
cultural impact of this beloved
convenience food.


