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#THE FREEMAN FIELD MUTINY

he Freeman Field
Mutiny stands as
one of the most sig-
nificant moments in
the fight for racial
integration within
the U.S. military. On
this day in April 1945, 104
African American officers
from the Tuskegee Airmen, a
group of pioneering Black
aviators, were arrested for
challenging segregation at
Freeman Field in Indiana, an
Army Air Corps base. This
event would go on to highlight
the tensions of racial segrega-
tion in the military, ultimately
helping to pave the way for the
desegregation of the armed
forces after World War II.

The Tuskegee Airmen
and Racial Segregation
in the Military

The Tuskegee Airmen were a
group of African American
pilots, navigators, and sup-
port personnel who were
trained at the Tuskegee
Army Airfield in Alabama
during World War II. Despite
the U.S. military's segrega-
tionist policies, the Tuskegee
Airmen became the first
Black aviators to serve in the
Army Air Corps. Over 1,000
men flew combat missions in
Europe and North Africa,
earning distinction for their
bravery and skill.

However, despite their
success and heroism, the
Tuskegee Airmen faced
extreme racial discrimina-
tion, both within the military
and in broader American soci-
ety They were segregated
from their White counter-
parts, given lower ranks and
fewer opportunities for
advancement. The discrimi-
nation extended to all aspects
of military life, including the
places they could go and the
privileges they could enjoy,
even while serving their coun-
try in wartime.

The Freeman Field
Incident: Defying
Segregation

The Freeman Field Mutiny
occurred in April 1945, when
the Tuskegee Airmen were
stationed at Freeman Field,
which was an Army Air
Corps base that trained Black
pilots. The incident stemmed
from a series of discriminato-
ry policies at the base, specifi-
cally the enforcement of seg-
regated officer's clubs.

The Army Air Corps had a
Whites-only officers' club at
Freeman Field, despite the
fact that the Tuskegee

Airmen were officers in the
U.S. Army Air Corps. This dis-
criminatory rule infuriated
many of the men who were
not only military officers but
had served with distinction in
combat. They were subjected

This day, 104
Tuskegee Airmen
Arrested for
Defying
Segregation in
the U.S. Army
Air Corps

to this blatant racial segrega-
tion and refused to tolerate it

any longer.

In early April 1945, 104
Black officers, led by
Lieutenant Colonel B.O.

Davis Jr., who was later pro-
moted to the rank of
General, defied the segrega-
tionist policy and attempted
to enter the White officers'
club. When the officers tried
to access the club, they were
denied entry based on the
color of their skin. The offi-
cers insisted that, as com-
missioned officers of the
U.S. military, they were enti-
tled to access the club,
regardless of race.

When the 104 men refused
to leave the premises, they
were arrested and taken into
custody. This act of civil dis-
obedience was a powerful
stand against the racial dis-
crimination that Black ser-
vicemen were forced to
endure in the military. The
mutiny was not a violent
uprising, but rather a peace-
ful protest that sought to chal-
lenge the ingrained racial seg-
regation of military facilities.

The Aftermath: Arrests
and Court Martial
Proceedings

After the mutiny, the 104
Black officers were charged
with violating base regula-
tions and faced court martial
proceedings. The charges
against them ranged from dis-
obeying orders to disturbing
the peace. However, despite
the severity of the charges,
the men's arrest and subse-
quent trials received wide-
spread attention from civil
rights activists, the public,
and the media.

While many of the officers
were found guilty of the
charges, the court martial
proceedings had little long-
term effect on the men's
careers. In fact, the incident
helped to highlight the
absurdity of segregation
within the military and the
broader society. It brought
national attention to the
racial injustices faced by the
Tuskegee Airmen, and many
civil rights organizations,
including  the National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), rallied in
support of the men.

Though none of the men
were convicted or punished in
the long term, the Freeman
Field Mutiny was one of the
key moments that drew atten-
tion to the need for desegrega-
tion in the armed forces. In
the years that followed,
President Harry S. Truman
would sign an executive order
in 1948, officially ending
racial segregation in the U.S.
military, under the Executive
Order 9981.

Asif Ullah Khan

A veteran journalist who
has written for The
Khaleej Times and The
Brunei Times.

wo filmmakers, two
eras, two cinematic
styles, connected by one
timeless truth: the
courage and sacrifice of
Indian soldiers is eter-
nal. Farhan AKkhtar's
recently released 120
Bahadur and  J.P.
Dutta's Paltan (2018)
portray different battlefields of the
India-China conflict, separated by
five tumultuous years of geopoliti-
cal tension. Yet, the soul of both
films is the same: in the harshest,
most unforgiving conditions, Indian
soldiers, many of them from the
rugged lands of Rajasthan, stood
like mountains, unshakable and
unbroken.

Where 120 Bahadur brings alive
the legendary Battle of Rezang La
of 1962, Paltan resurrects the less-
er-known but equally significant
1967 clash at Nathu La. Both bat-
tles, though separated in time and
terrain, represent chapters of
extraordinary defiance, stories
carved into the granite of Indian
military history. And in telling
these stories, both Farhan and
Dutta have been driven by the same
conviction: these sacrifices must
never fade from public memory.

The Battle of Rezang
La (1962): When 120 Men
Made History

The Battle of Rezang La is one of

Col Bishan Singh with Sonu Sood.

the most heroic last stands in the
history of modern warfare.
Situated at an icy 16,000 feet in
Ladakh, Rezang La was a remote,
wind-swept mountain pass where
survival itself was a challenge, let
alone war.

On the morning of 18 November
1962, just 120 soldiers of Charlie
Company, 13 Kumaon Regiment,
almost all of them Ahirs from the
plains of Haryana, found them-
selves facing a massive Chinese
assault. The company was com-
manded by Major Shaitan Singh, a
soft-spoken but iron-willed officer
from Rajasthan. His leadership
would later become the stuff of leg-
end.

The Chinese launched wave
after wave of attacks, sometimes,
with forces ten times larger than
ours. The temperature was around -
30°C, the oxygen thin, and the men
exhausted. But the defence they put
up defied all known military logic
and training. Out of the 120 sol-
diers, 114 were martyred. Most were
found still lying in their trenches,
frozen in firing positions, their fin-
gers still on their triggers, rifles
pointing towards the enemy.

Rezang La became a symbol of
what it means for a soldier to fight
to the last breath, the last bullet, the
last heartbeat. It was here that
Major Shaitan Singh, mortally
wounded but refusing evacuation,
continued directing his men until
the very end. For this unmatched
gallantry, he was awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, India's highest
wartime gallantry honour.

This is the emotional spine of
Farhan Akhtar's 120 Bahadur, a
film that reintroduces the nation to
a battle that should be spoken of
alongside Thermopylae,

The defeat in the 1962
war hung heavy over
India. It affected not
only military morale but
also the national
psyche. But the Indian
Army, resilient and
introspective, spent the
following years
rebuilding, reorganising,
and preparing for the
future. By 1967, the
situation on the India-
China border had
shifted. The Sikkim
border, then a
protectorate under
India, became a
hotspot of escalating
tensions. China wanted
to extend its control;
India was determined
not to cede an inch.
This set the stage for
the Battle of Nathu La,
a confrontation that
would permanently
alter India's relationship
with China.

120 Bahadur, Paltan

Celebrating Global Connectivity Through Aviation

nternational Civil Aviation Day is observed every year on December 7 to recognize the importance of aviation in connecting the
world. Established by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ) in 1994, the day highlights how air travel fosters global
connectivity, trade, tourism, and cultural exchange. It also emphasizes the need for safe, efficient, and sustainable air transport
systems. The theme each year focuses on advancing innovation and cooperation in aviation to support the United Nations' goals
for sustainable development, reminding the world that civil aviation remains vital to global peace and prosperity.
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Legends Of Indian Courage

Col Bishan Singh with the then Gen Chibber during the Army Day Parade in

Jammu. Col Bishan Singh led the parade.

#INDIAN SOLDIERS

Col Bishan Singh, wife, Jatan Kanwar and other family members.

Saragarhi, and other iconic last
stands of world history.

The Road From Rezang
La to Nathu La: A Nation
Seeking Redemption

The defeat in the 1962 war hung
heavy over India. It affected not only
military morale but also the nation-
al psyche. But the Indian Army,
resilient and introspective, spent
the following years rebuilding, reor-
ganising, and preparing for the
future.

By 1967, the situation on the
India-China border had shifted. The
Sikkim border, then a protectorate
under India, became a hotspot of
escalating tensions. China wanted
to extend its control; India was
determined not to cede an inch.

This set the stage for the Battle
of Nathu La, a confrontation that
would permanently alter India's
relationship with China.

The Battle of Nathu La (1967):
India Strikes Back

If Rezang La was a saga of resist-
ance against impossible odds,
Nathu La was the story of decisive
Indian retaliation.

Nathu La, perched at 14,200 feet,
was, and remains, one of the world's
most strategically important moun-
tain passes. In 1967, the Chinese
PLA repeatedly attempted to
encroach upon Indian positions,

Col Bishan-Singh with J.P .Dutta,
director of Paltan.

testing boundaries both literally
and metaphorically. Major (later
Colonel) Bishan Singh of 2
Grenadiers, the protagonist of
Paltan, was at the centre of these
confrontations. Known for his calm
authority and clear strategic mind,
he was responsible for holding the
forward positions under tremen-
dous provocation. On 11 September
1967, tensions erupted into a full-
fledged battle. What began as an
attempt by China to alter the
boundary line led to fierce
exchanges of artillery, infantry
fire, and close-quarters combat.
The Indian Army held its ground
with remarkable determination.
Unlike 1962, India gave a deci-
sive response, causing significant
Chinese casualties and forcing a
retreat. It was one of the rare occa-
sions in post-1945 history when
China faced a clear battlefield set-

back. This victory restored Indian
morale and sent a message across
the Himalayas: 1962 would never hap-
pen again.

Colonel (Retd.) Bishan Singh, who
later settled in Jaipur and passed
away in 2023, often wondered why it
took so long for the nation to recog-
nise the soldiers of Nathu La. “After
the debacle of 1962, this was the first
time India gave a befitting reply to
China,” he once told me. “It lifted the
morale of our soldiers.”

His book Transcending Sorrow &
Suffering (Trust-Test-Taste) is a
unique military and spiritual docu-
ment, part wartime memoir, part
philosophical reflection.

“What began as a small skirmish
on 6/7 September turned into full-
fledged battle on 11 September. The
Chinese, who had quietly occupied
dominating sites around Nathu La,
around 5 am opened heavy fire on the
Indian soldiers, causing casualties,”
Col Bishan Singh said.

Col (then Major) Singh, along
with Capt PS. Dagar, asked the sol-
diers to take cover and fire at the
enemy. In the ensuing battle, the
Indian forces inflicted heavy casual-
ties on the Chinese and kept the
Nathu La. The brave Capt Dagar
achieved martyrdom in the action
and Col Bishan Singh told me that he
still remembers his last words. As he
fell to the Chinese bullets, Capt Dagar
said: “Dada, I have done my assigned
task as you had told me. I am immor-
tal - Sarvada Shakti Shali.” Col Singh

Col Bishan Singh being awarded Sena Medal by the then Army Chief Gen P

P Kumaramangalam.

too was hit by a Chinese MMG fire on
his left arm. But he continued firing
till he fell unconscious and evacuated
to military hospital in Siliguri.

Another interesting anecdote Col
Bishan Singh told me was that while
he was recovering at a military hos-
pital in Siliguri, his wife Jatan
Kanwar was admitted to a Jaipur
hospital where she gave birth to new
member of the family.

He got this news at the Siliguri
hospital. “My senior came to see, and
finding me ok, he said congratula-
tions for a good job done nine months
ago. You have been blessed with a
baby boy.”

J.P. Dutta, known for his obsessive
attention to detail, visited him sever-
al times, gathering first-hand insights
that shaped the screenplay of Paltan.
Many lines spoken by Sonu Sood in
the film are taken almost verbatim
from Bishan Singh's recollections.

One such line, “Ek baat ka vada
hai sir... hamari paltan itihas rache-
gi,” captures the essence of soldiers
who knew the odds but never the
meaning of retreat.

Two Filmmakers, One

Senti

Despite portraying different battles,
Farhan Akhtar and J.P. Dutta echo
the same emotion.

Dutta once told Col Bishan Singh,
“Kahaniyan hum nahi banate,
Colonel saab... aap log banate hain.
Hum sirf unki awaaz ko buland karte
hain.”

Farhan, too, expressed similar
humility at a public event.

“Main kahaniyan dhoondta nahi;
un logon se milta hoon jinhone unhe
jiya hai. Film toh unki aankhon mein
mil jaati hai.”

Both filmmakers understood one
fundamental truth: the stories were

already written in blood, courage,
and sacrifice. Cinema merely gives
them new life.

Meeting the Tiger of Nathu La

I first met Col. Bishan Singh in 2018,
after a journalist friend, Rameshwar
Singh, sent me a clipping about
Paltan, saying the film was based on
the story of his brother-in-law. When
I visited his home in Ambabari, I was
struck by the quiet spirituality of his
drawing room, lined with books on
meditation, philosophy, and inner
awakening. It was hard to reconcile
this serene figure with the soldier
who had once stood at the edge of
death at Nathu La, leading men
through smoke, sleet, and gunpowder.

As we discussed the film, he gazed
at the poster and said softly, “I only
did my duty The men who fought
beside me, they were the real heroes.”
That humility is common to soldiers,
rare everywhere else.

Two Legends: One Message

Major Shaitan Singh, the Lion of
Rezang La.

Major Bishan Singh, the Tiger of
Nathu La.

Two officers from different wars,
different regiments, and different
generations. But their stories con-
verge on one message:

Indian soldiers do not merely fight
battles. They create history.

120 Bahadur and Paltan, across
two generations of Indian filmmak-
ing, remind us that behind every uni-
form is a heartbeat, behind every
victory a sacrifice, and behind every
battle a story waiting to be told. The
filmmakers only raised their voices.
The soldiers had already written the
legends.
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Col Bishan Singh (then Major) surrounded by the Chinese soldiers during the

Nathu La standoff.
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The Story
of Louls

Vurtton ‘

In 1858, Louis Vuitton introduced his revolutionary
new design for trunks: a flat-top trunk, rather than
the traditional domed variety

ouis Vuitton, the
name synonymous
with luxury, innova-
tion, and craftsman-
ship, started his life in
relative obscurity. His
journey from a mod-
est background to creating one
of the most recognized brands
in the world is a tale of ambi-
tion, creativity, and relentless
pursuit of excellence.

Early Life: Born in
Rural France

Louis Vuitton was born on
August 4, 1821, in the small vil-
lage of Anchay in the Jura
region of France. His father, a
farmer, and his mother had lit-
tle wealth, and when Louis was
just 10 years old, his mother
passed away, leaving him to be
raised by his father and step-
mother.

With limited opportunities
in his small village, Louis decid-
ed to move to Paris at the age of
13 to pursue a better life. The
long journey took him two
years, walking the 290 kilome-
ters (about 180 miles) from
Anchay to the French capital.
This was a remarkable feat for a
young boy, and it showed his
determination early on.

The Early Years: Training
as a Craftsperson

Upon arriving in Paris, Louis
Vuitton apprenticed with a
prominent Parisian box-maker
and packer, Monsieur Marechal,
who specialized in making high-
quality trunks. This was a turn-
ing point in Louis's life. Trunks
were the primary luggage of the
time, but many were bulky,
heavy, and often not waterproof.
Louis recognized the need for
something more efficient and
practical.

After honing his skills, he
set up his own workshop in 1854,
opening Louis Vuitton Malletier
(Malletier meaning ‘trunk

maker’ in French) on the Rue
Neuve des Capucines in Paris.
His goal was to create light-
weight, stackable, and durable

trunks that would meet the
needs of the growing number of
travelers in Europe.

Innovation: The Birth
of the Iconic Trunk

In 1858, Louis Vuitton intro-
duced his revolutionary new
design for trunks: a flat-top
trunk, rather than the tradition-
al domed variety, which made it
easier to stack and store. He also
used a light gray canvas instead
of leather for the outer shell,
making it more durable and
waterproof. This innovation
gained rapid popularity. In 1867,
Vuitton's work was showcased at
the Exposition Universelle
(World's Fair) in Paris, where it
received a significant amount of
recognition. His reputation
grew, and he began attracting
elite clients, including royalty
and celebrities.

Global Expansion and the
Iconic Monogram

In 1871, Louis's son, Georges
Vuitton, joined the family busi-
ness. Georges would go on to
play a pivotal role in the brand's
future. He helped develop the
famous Monogram canvas,
which was introduced in 1896.
This design, featuring the now-
iconic pattern of flowers, dia-
monds, and the LV initials, was
meant to combat counterfeiting,
a growing issue as the brand
gained in popularity.

By the late 19th century,

LOUIS VUITTON

Louis Vuitton's trunks had
become a symbol of wealth,
sophistication, and elegance,
and the company began to
expand its product range to
include luxury leather goods,
travel accessories, and more.

Louis Vuitton's Legacy

Louis Vuitton passed away in
1892, but the brand he built con-
tinued to grow and thrive under
the leadership of his son
Georges. The company expand-
ed internationally, opening its
first store in London in 1885 and
continuing to innovate in the
field of luxury goods.

Throughout the 20th centu-
ry, Louis Vuitton's brand
became even more synonymous
with high-end luxury. The com-
pany diversified into handbags,
wallets, clothing, and even
footwear, becoming a staple in
the fashion world.

Louis Vuitton Today

Today, Louis Vuitton is part of
the LVMH Group, one of the
largest luxury conglomerates
in the world, which owns
dozens of brands in sectors like
fashion, cosmetics, and wines
and spirits. The company is
still known for its commitment
to craftsmanship and quality,
and it continues to be a leader
in the luxury goods market.
Louis Vuitton has evolved into
a global symbol of status and
sophistication, yet, it remains
true to its founder's core values
of innovation, quality, and
timeless elegance.

The story of Louis Vuitton
is one of extraordinary perse-
verance, vision, and legacy.
What started as a small work-
shop in Paris has grown into
one of the most influential and
successful luxury brands in
the world. Louis Vuitton's abil-
ity to innovate and adapt to the
changing times has ensured
his place not just as a designer,
but as a symbol of what can be
achieved through hard work
and ingenuity.
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