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His first book on ‘mixed races,” Cimmerii, was published in 1929, and detailed the ‘in-between
position’ of the Anglo-Indians in British India. Not part of the elite, they were scorned by everyone
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#SPACE

Visitors From
Another Star System
May Have Infiltrated
Our Galactic
Neighbourhood

Sure, they're particles and rocks, but they're
still a fascinatingly long way from home.

hile interstellar
objects have passed
through our Solar
System before, the
origins of many of

these objects

remain unknown.
Did they originate in a nearby
star system? A distant one? A
completely different galaxy?

The closest stellar system
to us is the triple system
Alpha Centauri. It's currently
creeping closer to our Solar
System at 79,000 kms per hour
(about 49,709 mph), and
should be at its closest around
27,700 years from now. With
that in mind, researchers,
Cole Gregg and Paul Wiegert
from the University of
Western Ontario, decided to
see how many Alpha Centauri
objects might have made it to
us already, and how many
could eventually make it here
in the future.

“A small number (less
than 10 meteors) may current-
ly be entering Earth's atmos-
phere every year,” Gregg and
Wiegert said in a study, “and
is expected to increase as
Alpha Centauri approaches.”

Alpha Centauri is a
mature star system, which is 5
billion years old. This means
that most of the material in
this system's protoplanetary
disk has likely already dissi-
pated, so, it is not expected to
release much debris out into
space (though, there might be
material from the system in
our asteroid belt and our dis-
tant Oort cloud). That said,
the gravitational forces of
more stars and planets make
it more likely for material to
scatter, and there may be plan-
ets orbiting its three stars
(though, none have yet been
confirmed).

To find out if Alpha
Centauri could be currently
ejecting material, the
researchers turned to existing
models of how star systems
usually eject debris. The mod-
els predicted that, despite the
small number of objects from
Alpha Centauri that are

expected to make it all the
way to Earth every year, there
could be as many as a million
over-one-hundred-meter-in-
diameter-sized objects from

the system already lurking in
our Oort cloud (many smaller
object and particles may also
be among them).

The problem is that the
Oort cloud is on the outer
edge of the Solar System. This
would make potential Alpha
Centauri objects, if they real-
ly are somewhere in there, dif-
ficult to observe. Though, it
wouldn't be  impossible.
NASA's New Horizons
Mission has a dust detector,
actively picking up on parti-
cles in the Kuiper belt, that
might have been leftovers
from the formation of our
Solar System. The Oort cloud
is even further out, but
despite a dwindling fuel sup-
ply, New Horizons may be able
to hold on long enough to get
out there and scan for the
presence of something from
Alpha Centauri.

That said, the presence of
these objects is not certain.
There is also the issue of
smaller particles from Alpha
Centauri potentially not sur-
viving the journey to the
Solar System. They could be
deflected by magnetic fields,
slow down significantly due to
drag in the interstellar medi-
um, or end up decimated by
extremely fast gas atoms or
collisions with each other.

For any particles that do
survive and manage to enter
the inner Solar System, the
Sun's gravity will increase
their velocity significantly.
Even more particles could
come from hypothetical
comets, at least, they could if
Alpha Centauri ejects as
many as our Solar System, but
these are unlikely to be
observed. Whether these
potential particles are actual-
ly detectable remains to be
seen.

“A thorough understand-
ing of the mechanisms by
which material could be
transferred from  Alpha
Centauri to the Solar System
not only deepens our knowl-
edge of interstellar trans-
port,” the researchers say,
“but also opens new pathways
for exploring the intercon-
nectedness of stellar systems
and the potential for material
exchange across the galaxy.”

An Indian Half-Caste

Justice Carter specifically quoted a paragraph from Dover's Half-Caste that
spoke elegantly of human evolution. In the book, Dover wrote that
humankind's Neanderthal ancestors could have possibly arisen from a
‘mixture between ape-men of the Ice Age.” Or its Neolithic forebears could
have emerged from relations between Neanderthals and Aurignacian
invaders of Europe. This means that miscegenation had influenced human
evolution from the earliest times. “There has not been a pure race of our

species for at least ten thousand years,”

(.

n 1948, a case came
up for hearing in the
California Supreme
Court that chal-
lenged one of the
very bases of racial
segregation. The
case was of Andrea
Perez, a Mexican
American woman.
Perez, who was legally considered
white because of her Spanish her-
itage, had been denied the right to
marry Sylvester Davis, an African
American, because of California's
anti-miscegenation law. An indig-
nant Perez petitioned the supreme
court, demanding a marriage
licence. The court agreed. It
struck down the miscegenation
law as unconstitutional by a ver-
dict of four to three. Justice Jesse
Carter, one of the judges in the
majority, wrote a 3,565-word judge-
ment explaining the decision, in
which he chose to cite a book writ-
ten by Cedric Dover, an Anglo-
Indian, born nearly 8,000 miles
away, in Calcutta.

Justice Carter specifically
quoted a paragraph from Dover's
Half-Caste that spoke elegantly of
human evolution. In the book,
Dover wrote that humankind's
Neanderthal ancestors could have
possibly arisen from a ‘mixture
between ape-men of the Ice Age.’
Or its Neolithic forebears could
have emerged from relations
between Neanderthals and
Aurignacian invaders of Europe.
This means that miscegenation
had influenced human evolution
from the earliest times. “There
has not been a pure race of our
species for at least ten thousand
years,” Dover said.

The judgement was arguably a
sign of how influential Dover's
book was at the time. Though an
entomologist by training, his dis-
covery of a mosquito repellent
helped Allied soldiers during
WWII. Dover wrote Half-Caste at
the age of 33, while striving to pro-
mote equality and build ‘coloured
solidarities’ across races and
nations. Historian Nico Slate
quotes Dover as saying, “Where
there is racialism, there can be no
peace...(And) without the security
of assured peace, sermons on

Cedric Dover.

racial equality will do no more
than promote adjustments here
and there.”

One possible reason that
Dover was attracted to issues of
identity, community and belong-
ing was his own background. He
was born in an Anglo-Indian fam-
ily at a time when the community
was derided by others. Perhaps,
spurred by this prejudice, he
became an activist in the cause of
people of colour (the ‘mixed
races’ in his parlance), who, to
him, were the prime movers of
culture and societal evolution,
and yet were denied their rightful
place in history.

Dover's work on mixed races,
the ‘Half-Castes’ of his epony-
mous book, drew in large part
from W. E. B. Du Bois, the African-
American thinker, whose books,
including the seminal The Souls of
Black Folk, Dover had first read as
a young child in Calcutta. Du Bois'
words that the “problem of the
twentieth century is the problem
of the colour line” resonated with
Dover. Like Du Bois, Dover felt
that the world's ‘coloured and
colonised people’ needed to pres-
ent a united front.

Dover said.

he bartender might be just about everyone's favourite person on a night out! Bartenders are able to keep people well
supplied with tasty beverages, most likely those of an alcoholic variety, at any bar or pub they happen to visit, as long as
they have enough money to pay for it and aren't too drunk to be served! More than just serving drinks, though, bartenders
often offer a listening ear, a bit of information, or even some advice. Some people even consider a bartender to be their
unofficial therapist. It's time to celebrate those men and women who work behind the bar on World Bartender Day!
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edric Cyril Dover was

born in April, 1904 in
Calcutta of Eurasian (or
Anglo-Indian) parents, Percy
and Sophy. On his mother's
side, his ancestry could be
traced to the legendary soldier,
James Skinner (1781-1841),
who established two regiments
in British India that bore his
name. His father, a civil ser-
vant, died when he was just 12.

A voracious reader, Dover
learnt early with his mother's
encouragement to question the
accepted thinking of his
milieu. In his teens, he found a
mentor in Thomas Nelson
Annandale, the Scottish head
of Calcutta's Indian Museum,
who founded the Zoological
Survey of India. Annandale
helped him secure a scholar-
ship to Edinburgh University
after Dover worked for a while
at the Indian Museum. But the
university stint did not last
long. Dover was back in
Calcutta by the early 1920s,
where Annandale hired him at
the Zoological Survey as an
entomologist, while he also
worked at the Asiatic Society of
Bengal.

Dover's first book, written
when he was 17, was on the
hymenoptera order of insects.
Its long and distinguished title
was The Common Butterflies of
India: An Introduction to the
Study of Butterflies, and how to
Collect and Preserve them.

His entomological interests
led to untiring research and
many scientific papers, some
written jointly with Mercia
Heynes-Wood, his first wife. As
Patrick Wright details, Dover
discovered a primitive ances-
tral crustacean, had an exten-
sive collection of water insects,
studied spike disease in sandal-
wood trees, and looked for ways
to preserve wood from termite
attacks. He had a lifelong, undi-

The Early Years

Cedric Dover's author photograph in 'American Negro Art'.
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minished love for trees. Besides
joining the Men of the Trees, a

conservation organisation that
became the International Tree
Foundation, he wrote on
forestation measures and the
part that trees play in new
cities and societies.

Dover had three children
with Mercia Heynes-Wood.
But in 1934, he effectively
abandoned them in Calcutta
and set off alone to London. It
was here that his explorations
of race, colour and identities
really deepened. Joining VK
Krishna Menon's India
League, he lobbied for India's
independence and extended
the work of New Outlook, a
magazine he had founded
with Mercia in Calcutta.
Their goal was to inspire
‘Eurasians to join the struggle
for Indian independence.’

is first book on the subject of

‘mixed races,” Cimmerii: Or
Eurasians and Their Future, was
published in 1929, and detailed
the ‘in-between position’ of the
Anglo-Indians in British India.
Not part of the elite, they were
scorned by everyone. Next, in
Kingdom of the Earth (1931), he
wrote a series of essays decrying
blind adherence to religion and
cultural stultification.

At age 33, he published Half-
Caste, his most acclaimed work.
Prominent African-American
thinkers, including educator
Alain Locke, gave the polemical
treatise rave reviews. Mulk Raj
Anand, a giant of Indian English
writing, praised Dover's ‘scientific
humanism’ after reading Half-
Caste. All this success encouraged
Dover to speak more volubly for a
‘Congress of Coloured and
Colonial People’ after the World
Peace Congress in Brussels in
1937. He described ‘the new colour
movement that has become a real-
istic issue impressed on us by the
similarity of our problems, by the
parallel conditions created by
imperialism, and economic domi-
nation, whether it be in Africa,
America, or India or anywhere
else.’

While his work gathered acco-
lades, his personal life remained
unsettled. He married twice again,
first to Dorothy, who travelled
with him to the United States in
the 1930s and 1940s, and then to
Maureen Alexander-Sinclair,
whose extensive collection of
Dover's works is still invaluable
for the insight it provides.

In 1938, Dover visited the US,
where he met the man who had
shaped his political thinking since
his young days in Calcutta, the
African-American thinker W. E. B.
Du Bois. As Nico Slate writes, Du
Bois, and other notable figures
like Langston Hughes, Claude
Mackay and Paul Robeson he met
in the US, profoundly influenced
his beliefs on colour, race, culture
and his politics.

In his later books, Dover would
urge the mixed races of the world,
he gave examples of the
Portuguese settlements in
Myanmar, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka,
and some among the Maori com-
munity in Australia and New
Zealand, to unite against the
world's ills. In April 1947, he
argued for ‘Pan-Asian solidari-
ties,” something that would come
about at the Bandung Conference
of 1955, when newly independent
African and Asian nations met in
anew era of cooperation.

During World War II, Dover
returned to England, where his
old calling and experience came in
use again. As an entomologist, he
wrote the section on biology for a
compendium titled The Complete
Self-Educator (1939). More inter-

Professional Rise

WEB Du Bois.

estingly, as Wright says, a mosqui-
to repellent cream, that he had dis-
covered in the mid-1920s as a
research scientist by the Malarial
Bureau in the Malay states, came
in handy again. The lotion called
Dover's Cream, which had cit-
ronella oil mixed with cedar wood
oil, white petroleum jelly and spir-
it of camphor, came to the rescue
of Allied soldiers, who were fight-
ing in the humid climes of
Southeast Asia. Ever a man of
many parts, he also worked with
George Orwell, Venu Chitale and
EM Forster at the BBC as radio
broadcasts from London became
crucial for boosting the Allied war
effort in India.

After the War, Dover spent
some years teaching at US uni-
versities, namely Fisk in
Tennessee and the New School
for Social Research in New York.
He tried to expand scholarly col-
laboration between Indian uni-
versities and America's histori-
cally black colleges, but his asso-
ciation with Paul Robeson and
Langston Hughes, two cultural
figures persecuted by the US
authorities for their leftward
leanings, meant he could not stay
on in the US.

Dover's last book, written a
year before his death in 1961, was
an ambitious project titled
American Negro Art. It collated
decades of art produced by
African-Americans and argued
that the corpus was not a subset of
American art but an endeavour
unto its own. Dover hoped this
story of art, reflecting decades of
struggle and resistance, would
inspire others, and establish the
solidarities he spoke of all his life.
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Multi-coloured Bridal
Flower Bun

Choosing a trendy and elegant bridal
flower bun for any hair style is as important
as choosing an outfit for the wedding.

erfect outfit, jewellery,
makeup, and hairstyle are
what exactly the bride
expects on her wedding
day, which she has been
planning for a long time.
On their wedding day,
brides want everything to be perfect
because they can't afford to overlook

Scattered Rose Bun

his creative bridal bun hair-

style with scattered roses will
undoubtedly stand out when you
want to keep things simple. This
will offer you a truly lovely appear-
ance on your wedding day. The yel-
low roses give a more adorable look
to the bride's hair.

Semi Floral Bun

f you have short hair and made a

small bun for your wedding, then
you should go for semi floral bun,
which is designed with baby's
breath pretty flowers. These flowers
will go well with every colour outfit
of your wedding.

anything that might detract from
their overall look, whether it's dress,
jewellery, or even a hair bun.
Choosing a trendy and elegant bridal
flower bun for any hairstyle is as
important as choosing an outfit for
the wedding. Here is the list of
trending bridal flower bun that every
bride-to-be definitely checks out.

Floral Bun for Messy Bun

L ooking for the perfect hair flow-
ers to complement your messy
bun? Here's the solution! For a love-
ly touch to your wedding look,
choose pretty baby pink flowers. You
can add some beautiful pearls to
your hairstyle to make it more inter-
esting.

Bridal Bun With Gajra

t weddings, gajras are a pop-

ular sight, and majority of
the women wear them. Gajra
adds a more traditional feel to
your wedding. Your wedding
ensemble will be incomplete
without gajra.

One-sided Flower Bun

his unique bridal bun hairstyle

looks just amazing. To enhance
the look, add a few roses to the one
part of your head. It has the appear-
ance of being both elegant and
refined. The hue of the flowers can
be customized to complement your
wedding lehenga.

Diagonally Placed Flower Bun

t's challenging to choose a flower

bun for a side twisted hairstyle.
The floral bun is positioned diago-
nally, starting from the side front
section of your head and ending at
the back of your head. This is some-
what unique hair bun design that
looks fantastic on the bride.

Bridal Bun With Rose

he most important thing that

every bride wishes for her wed-
ding day is a flawless hairstyle. As a
result, the wedding bun with rose is
ideal for the bride who enjoys being
the centre of attention. Every bride
can slay at her wedding with this
bun adorned with red roses.
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