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GAZAKWALA without conflict, entered an interloper, Madan Gazakwala.
T ARy )

\ . A r?&-ﬂ’t‘f ’L .:'#.l‘l,.
JICTIRYT ; # - THT & R & #33373#63731717?77?‘/
& fo10 @aRT 3R 3¢ 74T &1 JHAR R @l fdaeit 77 QR @) 35 fo1T §9T RIdIR fa5aT ST o UR 39 T Wik 0

o} GITTCT CTER & 37711 ¥ & 3eUTa) @} 71T §¢ el &1 3T 355G
ST & TIRR 3e17 + e fob, videries B & aieraer shfad e1siR 3R SR @& 37 &7
& 8 g 3T o5 TR ¥R IR 57 3Te) @) GUd §¢1 &, @R G aif 7/ 59 T &
7 25 & 3 1R | st 31 &1 oner & g Ter 8 13, ivenaer 15 a9 aeir 39 ¥ OR, SiET a9 weer 8 §vena et
B &, CIEIR & 3 @} Al axar &1 §7E YRa, @i, A S OR & @O .., STH, g forar
297 off e ofiveT &1 ener &5 3R, TSR @ @, &l aia 3Rk
@1 aepst & gArT 4 fet &1 Alewie TIseeTE Uedkt, S & SieiR el digeseis B s &
f, arsiial @ avaxt 4RI gl &1 qreeer & fafiE

Y@ §C AT & AT

AGP, T 7 G B SRINTEIT ST Jic et

YaTal § SR & 3 B IR 57 FiNGpiidD HIAT &, 3B
doTE & I8 34 MR SUTeT a7 & IR 319 T8 3971 2l37R 3R 359 371 bt by} T s § a7 &1 af 2022 H 3
Rl & 3R ST 2000 ¥ F 2022 & &7 SR g 3 37771 @ R a5 36 AFeT A 37T, 577 50 SR
RTHE BT U/ i, 3% 3afer § 17 6 @ ) & ST 88 SR TR UR AT 837/

i

A
THCYv FITCT STFR

TR IET &, TR &7
& o YR 3R ==ER

od ST e
57aT &/ TR & Inrddh!
qia & 99 &, 7 BT

& U WTSTUT eyt shil | o
g sheal | TE dfeen 3Tast
TTET o TGERT [ | ERAM?

gcl HYdl P TN | TYERT T I AFT ST &, W

39 9R g Bl o fddbe die faan wan

TIE, 2 T (FE.) T
AR frate & | e %
Tg # =l 91 HagH ¥ e &
IS TS| A TEA g3 oAl ST
Hikiger T TSIS & WY-wY
TR e e % faw o
TIfehRes Tfea gt srifon
ST THT ST AT AT
H IR-9R I% &1 W IF ¢ R
TS H e gt 25 Wi W)
S et s, 3 <t 5 e Tt
WX T THH ST S o &
g FFE S H TR 25 W
S T SET aGE E H A5
Y ArARR el B T2

= H S QIR WL R
A el ol feohe hIEhT
Prertren Gl H ool een fersiar
g g H Hem F Taw
THET S ¢ R 9% Few &9
TSt el T TSI 6 IR W
IS TAT U1 7R HiH
STTATHE = |11 3 A1 Ti6g
TEe FEE R Q-4 Hew T

‘IR ST
dRRe ATEMROT
S T &

-ggA feeedt s-
¢ feeet, 2 WE) gum e 3
ST Tk T o e &
&R, TS aie w8 e &
S e TR ST wehan T qedt

B P BIE A e
f, IR s
dRe AR BT
e fFafia
ufssan 8 &, I
ad s fean
TPl 8, 5Td
TR 7T &
3R RN gRT
gl 3 8BTS
A DI GHIGAT
Al

S foRam ST WehaT B, ST ST
T femelt STor=1 3TN BT o 51

B N IE 3R &1 R, 98 S
(9w ifam gg v )

B R&c Fea & a1 Iga Sl IARA B
gearelt 9 T, 399 B A HRY 3RIAI She
3R e & TR I STH are |t AT =R
S5 M| BN PGl P FERITAT B
WS A Y = foran on, Beai B A @ A

G BT B 81 T2 5 THIH DI $RUT THERT
e A R & $9 I A HISTIT A IE B 2 WisTa
F 3% Fiwa & 9 Raamwa 1 GH
i1 2 fob, 581 @il A X9 X16ls & aRFIR
TG &=ar ol

R A | T I ST & U&T H dl Ie1g
A & yat § aWe IR 31 3R 3=
Sferdi, 3193 sIon, dea, A1, e, snfe &
§1d R @ 90 dlc §¢ MY, Afed va.H.,
vd.8l. & dic IR AR § B 3 e |

IR o R AT el STa Al T heai ohl ferelt & o T & e
g wrEwdiet A @ SRR ST A T S S
o om 37 wrRiwdtell W YA T o EEE o T AR e
WK % SN Ul SefieaR e TR & il S Tge wei $
YA AT off| FHIIT FRihal a1 THA & ST AT S

3T ot W ERERIeR
faemres tfe v, TsrTe o g8
g won gfEn SR 5w
AHGT Hie 7 faerg @i 9
HIE & ITHGIR W THS
wferan w1 AW gere fe=n st
TETRI T & 7l AR feremerh
Tz geifmr 3 st o1 et %
IHIGAR g HEai &k q& H 7
VTR T e i o fohe
% = TERR THAR @H, YT
o ofs w ®E o= Jar A
sfewse & 71 T THfaT wEE
ST A sTeh I ST el Jfeera it
o 50 TfTd HeRTaTSt = A AR
2 foham S5t Uk R IE ot
TeT oh g e = ST AT RR
e % faers T s o T
Sttt s T et T E
Trem e =t 3 TaeErel o
TEA HE 9 g STHIEAR T
3R 3= die & W w1 ot
o foram 59 SR o HI a5
HIH THEH IS TST|

(I i gy W)

World Press

Freedom Day

epaper.rashtradoot.com

The Theme of World Press Freedom Day

2024 is " A Press for the Planet: Journalism
in the Face of the environmental crisis.”
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World Press
Freedom Day

The Theme of World Press Freedom Day
2024 is " A Press for the Planet: Journalism in
the Face of the environmental crisis”

orld Press Freedom
Day is observed on 3
May every year.
This day is dedicat-
ed to the fundamen-
tal principles of
press freedom and
to defend the media from
attacks on their independ-
ence. It also serves as a
reminder that it cannot be
easy to become a ‘journalist.’

The Theme of World Press
Freedom Day 2024 is “A Press
for the Planet: Journalism in
the Face of the environmental
crisis.” The theme World
Press Freedom Day changes
every year and now let's have
a look at the history, signifi-
cance, theme, and ways to
observe World Press Freedom
Day 2024.

The media is responsible
for bringing the truth to the
public. However, they often
face challenges in perform-
ing their duties, such as
threats, violence and censor-
ship. It is important for the
government and the public
to understand and create a
conducive environment for
the press and the journalists
to perform their duties in
the most righteous way pos-
sible. As we gear up to cele-
brate the special day, here
are a few things that we
should keep in mind.

History

After the recommendation of
UNESCO's General
Conference in 1991, the United
Nations General Assembly in
1993 established Press
Freedom Day to be observed
every year on May 3. The first
Press Freedom Day was
observed in 1994. The day is
established with the intention
of ensuring freedom of press
and also remembering and
honouring the journalists,
who lost their lives in the line
of duty. Over the years, the
day has become a platform to
celebrate journalistic
achievements, remember
those who lost their lives in
the pursuit of truth, and dis-
cuss media challenges. This

history underscores the ongo-
ing struggle for a free press,
vital for democracy and
human rights.

Significance

The significance of World
Press Freedom Day is to high-
light the importance of press
freedom in a society. It is to
ensure that the public has
access to information and
that the government respects
the freedom of expression of
the people. It is also a
reminder that the govern-
ment has a responsibility to
create a conducive environ-
ment for the development and
growth of the media sector
and to ensure the safety and
security of journalists.

How To Celebrate

Celebrating World Press
Freedom Day can take many
forms, each highlighting the
importance of a free press in
different ways. Here are some
suggestions inspired by vari-
ous sources and ideas.
® Read and Share Quality
Journalism: Pick articles
from reputable sources
and share them on your
social media. It's a simple
way to appreciate and

spread high-quality
reporting.

e Write to Your
Representatives: Voice
your support for press
freedom legislation.

Letting leaders know that
you care about journal-
ism's role in democracy
can lead to positive
change.

® Educate Yourself on Media
Literacy: Learn how to
identify reliable sources
and check facts. Being
well-informed helps you
navigate the vast amount
of information online.

® Honor Journalists’ Work:
Take a moment to remem-
ber reporters who have
been harmed or lost their
lives in the line of duty.
Reflecting on their sacri-
fices underlines the day's
significance.

Famous Gazak of Bharatpur.

It was an embarrassing moment, as |
had prefaced our visit with fulsome
praise for the visual delight that
awaited us. It turned out to be a
horrendous sight. Setting aside my

original intention of highlighting the plus
points of our ancestral property, since none
existed any more, | hesitatingly asked the

owner's son about the confectioners.

MADAN-GAZAKWAILA

B Late Rajendra Shekhar

belong to Bharatpur,
a district of
Rajasthan bordering
UP. Mathura, a town
of UP, is just about 50
kilometres away.
Bharatpurians feel
quite at home in
towns of UP, border-
ing Bharatpur,
because of striking

similarities in ways of living and

culture.

The favourite savoury of both
the towns, for instance, is ‘Gazak’
(=), not the ordinary one with
sugar as base but that which has
Jaggery’ (T=/aie) as the sweetener.
Madan, gazakwala of Bharatpur
town, was a one-man factory,
whose magical fingers conjured
up this mouth-watering delicacy.

He was so good that his name
and fame had spread far and wide.
Actually that's a bit of an exagger-
ation considering that Mathura or
Agra could hardly qualify to be
termed as ‘far and wide’ from
Bharatpur.

Anyway, considering that the
connoisseurs of € &1 I=F came
all the way from Mathura/Agra to
purchase his gazak, it was like the
‘mountain going to Muhammad.’
And even for that, they had to

come very early and stand in the
queue, anxiously awaiting their
turn while hoping that Madan
would have enough left after the
regular local customers had been
catered to.

Presuming that I have roused
the reader's curiosity and tickled
his taste-buds sufficiently enough,
I'll proceed to give relevant details.

A modern version of Dahiwali
Gali'! My story dates to 1930s
minus the Fashionistas and
Resort.

Pandit Girdhari Lal, my great
grandfather, was the founder of
our family. His ancestral home
was at Haridwar, a focal point for
ritualistic rites. The Raja of
Bharathpur, a firm believer, was a
regular visitor to the holy city.

On his trips, he made it a point
to attend the religious discourses
of Pandit Girdhari Lal and came
back totally spellbound by
Panditji's profound erudition and
eloquence. Eventually, he sat aside
his hesitation and decided to
approach Panditji with a proposal.
Would he be Kkind enough to
become the Raj Purohit of
Bharatpur and side by side, initi-
ate the Raja’s children in Hindu
rites and rituals? After initial
reluctance and a lot of delibera-
tion, Panditji accepted the propos-
al.

Sun Day

un Day, formally known as International Sun Day, is a unique celebration that honors the ‘Sun.” It is a day
that allows you to grasp the Sun's potential and invest in the planet's sustainability. People have been
fascinated with the sun and its effect on the Earth since ancient days. It has been seen as a symbol of energy,
light, and life. Without it, Earth would be a lifeless rock floating in space. Sun Day is not just a celebration but
also a call to action, a reminder to the world of solar power's potential for a sustainable future.
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The Raja was delighted and
naturally Kkeen that Pandit
Girdhari Lal be ensconced within
the Mahal (Palace) complex but
Panditji politely declined. He
wanted to live in an atmosphere
that precluded the Raja breathing
down his neck. The ruler had no
option but to grudgingly accept
Panditji's term.

Girdhari Lalji, despite his
preference for exclusivity, chose a
busy mohalla (lane) in the middle
of the town to buy property and
build a spacious house for himself
and his family The lane was
known as ‘Dahi Wali Gali,’ so
named for having six confec-
tionaries, three on each side, at
the lane's entrance from the main
market. These were the most
sought after shops in town for
quality sweets, dahi (curd) and
milk products.

Perhaps, Panditji's motivation
for choosing this lane was this
‘select’ congregation of confec-
tioners (halwais). It gave him easy
access to wares, catering to his
craving for sweets. And though his
successors came nowhere close to
his erudition, genetic download
ensured down the line one com-
mon trait, a ‘sweet tooth.’

In the prevailing circum-
stances, therefore, it would have
been foolhardy for anyone to dare
compete with this bunch of con-
fectioners, particularly on their
home turf. Each of the 6 halwais
had their own captive clientele
and worked without conflict, in a
climate of amicable relationship.

Posing a potential threat to
this ambit of friendly ambience
entered an interloper, Madan
Gazakwala. He carried his shop
(‘khomcha’) on his head. It consist-
ed of just one item, a stack of
freshly made ‘gud ki gazak,’ pre-
pared in his one-man factory (a
small room), located at his home.

He would put down the circu-
lar bamboo basket containing the
gazak, at the left side of the
entrance to the lane, and sitting
down on his small muddha, in a
business-like transaction, sold his

M

I nitially, his presence was
resented by the halwais and
they watched his activity with a
wary eye. But soon they real-
ized that rather than making a
dent in their earnings, Madan
gazakwala was actually instru-
mental in lifting upwards their
income graph. This was
because Madan's clients, after
he had gone, lingered on to
purchase items from the con-
fectioners.

entire stock in just about an hour.

And after stashing his earn-
ings in his kurta pocket, he would
walk away nonchalantly, presum-
ably to his home, to prepare stuff
for the next day.

Initially, his presence was
resented by the halwais and they
watched his activity with a wary
eye. But soon they realized that
rather than making a dent in their
earnings, Madan gazakwala was
actually instrumental in lifting
upwards their income graph.

This was because Madan's
clients, after he had gone, lingered
on to purchase items from the con-
fectioners, and since they liked
what they saw or rather ate, they
became the confectioners’ regular
customers as well.

And the ‘comfort zone’ of the
Shekhar-household also expanded
to include Madan gazakwala,
along with the halwais. At age 7,1
happened to be among the
youngest of Madan's fans. But
soon thereafter, as I joined a
boarding school at Ajmer, Madan
became a ‘sweet memory’ till it
faded almost into oblivion!

I didn't realize that Madan
was along with the ‘halwais,’
lurking down below in my sub-
liminal strata that stores stray
thoughts, which happen to resur-
face involuntarily, though, one
tends to reject most of them.

So, when about 60 years later
(yes, as late as that), I decided to
visit Bharatpur along with my
youngest son Arjun and his wife
Ashraf, my first port of call, natu-
rally, was our ancestral house. It
had been purchased by a neigh-
bour, when my father shifted to
Jaipur and needed the money to
build a house at Jaipur.

The house and its surrounding
area had been completely renovat-
ed to suit the needs of the owner
and his family. The big, bountiful
courtyard, where we, as children,
frolicked and played about, had
been converted into living quar-
ters and the ‘baithak’ that was
basically used as a meeting place
for the mohalla elders, and had
also housed the ‘library,” had dis-
appeared, conceding space for,
what else but, another set of living
quarters! Thus, a shambolic use of
space had turned a ‘thing of envi-
able beauty’ into a ‘structure of
graceless utility’

It was an embarrassing
moment, as I had prefaced our
visit with fulsome praise for the
visual delight that awaited us. It
turned out to be a horrendous
sight.

Setting aside my original
intention of highlighting the plus
points of our ancestral property,
since none existed any more, I hes-
itatingly asked the owner's son
about the confectioners. His grim
face broke into a smile and he said
that the shops were in existence
and churning out delightful stuff
as usual. This was a relief, and the
next obvious query was about
Madan gazakwala. His face
reverted to the grim aspect and, in
fact, became grimmer.

“Bhaijee! He is a past magi-
cian, who has lost his ‘hunar’
(expertise).”

1 was totally puzzled and per-
plexed.

It turned out that the calm,
nonchalant air that Madan flaunt-
ed in public was just a facade
masking a turbulent interior. He
was a creature of passion, illicit at
that. A much-married man, Madan

Preparation of Gazak.

His grim face broke into a smile and he
said that the shops were in existence and

churning out delightful stuff as usual. This was
a relief, and the next obvious query was about

Madan gazakwala. His face reverted to the grim
aspect and, in fact, became grimmer. “ Bhajjee! He is
a past magician, who has lost his ‘hunar' (expertise).”

| was totally puzzled and perplexed.

developed a liaison with a young,
unmarried girl from Mathura.

On her very first visit to
Bharatpur with her father; a
devoted fan of Madan's 75 #T T57%,
she was floored, not by the gazak
as much as by ‘Madan’ himself.
Thereafter, she persisted on
accompanying her father on every
visit to Bharatpur. Initially, it was
a one-sided infatuation and when
she showered fulsome praise on
Madan's culinary excellence,
Madan was flattered and initially
failed to notice that the adoring
look that she gave him was meant
for ‘him’ rather than his ‘gazak!
But soon, pretty soon, following a
few of her visits, Madan felt an
urgent need to reciprocate.

Her father remained blissfully
unaware of what was happening
between his only child and the
gazakwala till it was too late. They
eloped and had a court marriage
in Agra, Madan furnishing a false
affidavit, to the effect, that he was
‘single.” He also managed two wit-
nesses who attested his affidavit.
She had not yet attained the eligi-
bility age, and so another false
affidavit was submitted attesting
that ‘she was eligible.’

For her father, her disappear-
ance was a great shock. He went to
the local police, suspecting Madan
as the culprit. However, both the
Mathura police and that of
Bharatpur, drew a blank. The
Bharatpur police contacted
Madan's wife, who was in shock
but she was clueless, since she
wasn't even aware of Madan's dal-
liance with the girl.

Madan had, of course,

changed his looks and now was a
bearded-moustachioed man, liv-
ing with his wife in an obscure
‘mohalla’ in Kanpur. But then,
they could not survive just on ‘love
and fresh air’ for long. Whatever
little money, that they collectively
had, was spent in day-to-day liv-
ing. Madan had no option but to
risk resumption of his trade.

Expectedly, he became a sensa-
tion overnight and people
thronged to his ‘khomcha.’ And
soon, his paper-thin disguise was
exposed, as gazak lovers from
Mathura and Agra, even
Bharatpur, hearing about this
amazing ‘gazakeer, began visiting
Kanpur, with the specific purpose
of buying his ‘jaggeried gazak’
and some of the customers were of
the vintage, when Madan was
waving his magical wand at the
‘nukkar’ (entrance) of Dahiwali
Gali. His expertise shone even
through his disguise, and was
eventually the cause of betrayal.
The marriage collapsed like a
deck of cards, built on the crum-
bling facade of false affidavits.

Status quo in relationships
was restored as the father was too
fond of his only child and Madan's
wife was a simple home-maker,
who reluctantly welcomed the
return of the prodigal, knowing
that she had no option.

Madan restarted his ‘khomcha’
but to his surprise and despair, he
literally found no ‘takers,” may be
because the conservative and
‘God-fearing’ Bharatpurians did
not relish ‘tainted wares.’
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VIANGO MAYHEM

Indulge in @ mango extravaganza with Jaipur's innovative
dessert scene, where each creation is a celebration of summer's
bounty. From decadent cheesecake ice creams to velvety
mousse and tantalizing cakes, these mango-infused delights
promise a symphony of flavors that captivate the palate.

Tusharika
Singh
Freelancer writer
and city blogger

s the temperature soars in
the Pink City during sum-
mer, so does the creativity
and innovation of its food
entrepreneurs. In a culi-
nary landscape, where tra-
dition meets innovation,
the scorching heat of summer serves
as a catalyst for the creation of sump-
tuous mango delicacies. From the tra-
ditional to the avant-garde, Jaipur's
culinary artisans push the bound-
aries of flavour and imagination,
crafting mango dishes that celebrate
the King of Fruits in all its glory.

Mango Cheesecake
Croissant by O'baque

eanwhile, at O’baque, mango

lovers are treated to a unique
delight, the Mango Cheesecake
Croissant. This indulgent creation
features fresh Alphonso mangoes
and whipped cheesecake encased in
a buttery croissant shell. With its
irresistible combination of flavors
and textures, O’baque's Mango
Cheesecake Croissant offers a deca-
dent twist on a beloved classic, sure
to captivate the palates of croissant
and mango enthusiasts alike.

Mango Passion Fruit Cake by
Vanilla & The Bean

anilla & The Bean has intro-

duced a dish that tantalizes the
palate with every mouthful, the
Mango Passion Fruit Cake. This
exquisite dessert harmonizes the
rich creaminess of mango with the
tangy zing of passion fruit, creat-
ing a deligthful symphony of taste.
What sets this cake apart is the
addition of passion fruit seeds,
which not only impart a unique
texture but also elevate the flavour
profile to new heights.

his decadent entremets by

Sejal Parnami combines the
iconic Ratnagiri Alphonso man-
goes with local ras-bhari’ rasp-
berries and pineapple, infusing
each bite with the essence of the
season. The dish features a med-
ley of textures and tastes,
including a citrus sponge,

i - ST 4 Eggless Mango Mousse
’. .-qf e %\ by Vanilla Street

s

xperience a taste of summer

like never before with
Vanilla Street's Eggless Mango
Mousse. Created without eggs,
this creamy concoction relies
solely on the natural richness of
mango pulp and the velvety
smoothness of whipped cream to
create a symphony of flavours
and textures. With each bite, you
will be greeted by the luscious
sweetness of ripe mangoes, per-
fectly balanced by the light and
airy mousse base. Each spoonful
bursts with the vibrant flavours
of summer, as fresh chopped
mangoes add a refreshing pop to
every serving.

Mango Cheesecake Ice cream by Molly Moo

ummers are synony-
mous with ice cream
and Molly Moo has
unveiled its seasonal
treasure trove, an entic-
ing array of mango-
infused delights.
Amongst these, a stand-
out offering emerges, the
Mango Cheesecake Ice
Cream. Served in jars,
this indulgent creation is
crafted with a blend of
premium ingredients,
including poached and
concentrated mango
pulp, milk, fresh cream,
and cream cheese.
Complemented by a gen-
erous sprinkling of cook-
ie crumble, every bite is
a harmonious blend of
creamy cheesecake and
good old of ice cream.

Indian Tropics by Sejal Parnami

Indian raspberry streusel, confit
pineapple, mango mousse, rasp-
berry gelee, mango compote, and
fresh mango slices. By opting for
indigenous ingredients over
imported ones, Parnami show-
cases her commitment to sup-
porting local produce in creat-
ing innovative dishes.
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By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

YOURE UP

I MADE COFFEE,
PANCAKES ANDP
SCRAMBLEPEGGS.
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