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PRODUCT TYPE | UNIT TYPE SIZE FIXED PRICE PROPOSED RENTAL
2 BHK (GF) 1350 Sq Ft 65 LACS 22,000
ABERTMRNT S BHK5H) 1900 Sq Ft 75 LACS 25,000
3 BHK (FF) 1900 Sq Ft 80 LACS 28,000
3 BHK BIG 2000 Sq Ft 1.05 CRORE 30,000
KOTHI 4 BHK BIGGER 2325 Sq Ft 1.10 CRORE 40,000
4 BHK BIGGEST 3200 Sq Ft 1.50 CRORE 50,000
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In Bengal, you find place-names and memory-clusters that attach themselves to Raja Man Singh-
Birbhum and Manbhum; Manbazar; and what is now Mymensingh in Bangladesh
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| have changed my name Rawal
Rajendranath Ganeshnath to
Rajendra Nath for legal and future
purpose. Address: plot 65, Arihant
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JAIPUR -
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vihar colony , udaipur bypass road , N:F&rxH-FIRST;IS!'R;:aI'\N1-2\]2.‘.'1"5-;; . Dl 26-12-008
NOOFIdI'I maldeo. Beawar—305901 The licensee Mis/ Indus Tower Limited Jaipur
(Particulars of Licensee) has submitted application
in this office for granting permission for erection/
installation of {elecom tower aboveground
telegraph infrastructure on the land or bullding or
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Rima Hooja

iRy T

Pushpendra
Bhargava

n the occasion of the
475th Jayanti, One
City, Many Memories,
Rima Hooja spoke on
Raja Man Singh and
made clear some long
held myths and stories
about that persona
and times, she took
selected questions
from present audience.

Afghanistan isn't a simple
‘Mughal vs Afghan’ story

Q (Audience): In a video, it was
said that Man Singh's
Afghanistan campaigns
made Mughal-Afghan rela-
tions so bitter that any
future coming-together
became impossible. Is that
credible?

Rima Hooja: What we know is
that AKkbar's half-brother,
Humayun's son by a different moth-
er, already had that area with sup-
port from that area. Mirza
Muhammad Hakim was also even-
tually a very committed Muslim
who went on campaigns and con-
verted a large part of places like the
Swat Valley. There was already a lot
of bad blood between local people
who had been forcibly converted
and the Mughals. But when he dies
and Man Singh is there, it's the
‘Kabuli leaders,” the Yusufzai,
Roshanai, and others, who don't
want to give in to Akbar. The
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The Battle of Haldighati (1576).
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RIC chairperson Nihal Chand Goel and Rima Hooja.

are the Afghans. So, they hold out.

And in the suppression, it's very

easy to say a revolt.

From the Mughal point of view,
that area was already under the
Mughal family for a couple of gen-
erations. Don't forget: when Babur
had to leave Samarkand, he made
Kabul his base. For them, that's the
ancestral home. That's where
Babur's tomb is. Humayun allows
his brother to reign there. Kamran
was holding that area. So, it's more
complicated than Afghan versus
Mughal. It's also more political.

And as I said, the Afghanistan
area has never been easy to control.
Man Singh managed, because he
was kind of an outsider.

Q (Rashmi Dickinson): I have
two related questions. First,
people often describe Man
Singh as Sanatan Dharma ka
rakshak. But he was closely
connected to the Mughal
court through multiple mar-
riage alliances, his aunt mar-
ried Akbar; his sister and
daughter married Jahangir;
and he himself married
Akbar's niece. And the fact
that he declined to join Din-i-
Ilahi, doesn't that say as
much about Akbar's open-
ness as it does about Man
Singh.

“Protecting Hinduism?” My
sense is that there may not
have been ‘much to protect’
in the way we frame it today,
but I'd love your view.

Second: we criticize the British
for taking the Koh-i-noor
from the young Duleep
Singh, yet we celebrate Man
Singh for ‘bringing’ Shila
Mata from Raja Pratapaditya
of Jessore, a vanquished

enemy. Isn't that also a case
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“Arjun hits the target” from the
Jaipur manuscript of the Razmnama
(1584-1586).

of taking? How should we
think about that ethically
and historically?

Rima Hooja: On the first part, how
we ‘celebrate’ and what we mean by
rakshak, Akbar is, I think, genuine-
ly open-minded. One of the stories
told, part urban legend, but also
written, is that when there is
squabbling at his court among
Portuguese missionaries and oth-
ers, his response is almost experi-
mental: call the religious leaders,
build a great fire, and ask them to
walk through holding their books.
Whether we take the dramatic
details literally or not, the point is
that he is discovering the world
around him.

So, whether Man Singh is a rak-
shak in the way we say it today is
one question. What we can say is
that Man Singh sticks by what he
believes in. That is why I men-
tioned that he even made a mosque,
because for him, it was normal: you
do what you need to do; I will do
what my conscience tells me to do.

That brings me to your second
question.

Yes, Jasori Mata is there, and
it's very interesting how the story is
told in different places. The Jaipur
version is that he has a dream in
which she is lying forgotten and
neglected; he brings her out and
brings her to Jaipur, the shila (a
stone icon). In the Bengali telling,
Jasori Mata is their local deity who
was already being worshipped, and
he brings her pujaris as well,
almost scooping up the whole tradi-
tion and carrying it over, a bit like
Hanuman bringing the mountain.

And I think the key is not only
‘who robbed whom,” but how this is

A Dharma Rakshak! Nurturer!
| Absentee Lord! And ‘Dyodhi
Band’ After Haldighati?

There are still controversies about who won. The Mewar side says: “Hamne kabhi atmasamarpan nahi kiya.” You know, traditional tareeke: “Nah toh
hamne apni talwar pesh ki, na humne apna mastak teka.” “For the Mughals also, agar unki vijay hai, battlefield toh unke paas hai, lekin ek battlefield se
pura yudh nahi hota hai.” We focus on Haldighati and forget the battle of Dewair, which happened a few years later. They went the next day to
Gogunda. By then, Gogunda, which is nearby, had been emptied: twenty soldiers were left to defend it to death. Which they did. But Maharana Pratap
could not be captured at that point, or later. Then, one of the Mughal troops, including Man Singh's people, got into Gogunda, and had to barricade
themselves in, because guerrilla warfare had started outside. What was then reported back to Akbar was severe enough for Akbar to come personally.

Visit The Zoo Day: Celebrating Wildlife and Conservation

isit The Zoo Day is celebrated to encourage people of all ages to explore zoos, learn about wildlife, and appreciate the
importance of conservation. It serves as a reminder of the diversity of animal species, their habitats, and the efforts required to
protect them. Visitors can observe animals up close, understand their behaviours, and gain insight into ecological balance. The
day also highlights the role of zoos in breeding endangered species, supporting research, and educating the public about wildlife
preservation. Celebrating Visit The Zoo Day fosters curiosity, awareness, and a commitment to protecting our planet's fauna.
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And yes, “Deodi bandh ki gayi thi,” both for Asaf Khan and for Man Singh. Both were allowed back much later.

being justified in the story: that she
appeared to him in a dream, and
therefore, he brings her, he brings
the worshippers with her, so that
worship continues properly.

In the Bengal version, she is
already ashtabhuja, eight-armed,
which she may have been, or she
may have been a simpler stone, like
the Bhairo ji under trees that gets
carved at Amber. The story could be
either way, and this is not the only
instance of such layered tradition.

The trail further: in Bengal, you
find place-names and memory-clus-
ters that attach themselves to him,
Birbhum and Manbhum;
Manbazar; and what is now
Mymensingh in Bangladesh, asso-
ciated in some tellings with
‘Mahamansingh,” with Salimnagar
becoming Mymensingh, and part of
it becoming Dhaka.

And this is where I want to step
back, Rashmi, and make a larger
point for all of us: how do we look at
legends? We all have family histo-
ries, and we don't know how much
salt to take them with, a pinch or a
sackful.

So, I try to be careful: what is
the literary evidence for what I'm
putting here? But in that process,
we are also losing the oral stories.
People will say, “YouTube says this
happened,” but the literature does-
n't say so. And the literature itself
is one-sided or two-sided or three-
sided, it may never be complete. We
don't have all the jigsaw-puzzle
pieces. There will be gaps, and
there will therefore be conjectures.

Amber, Dhundhar, and the

Taj Mahal land’ question

Q (Dr. Gautam Sen): Thank
you, delightful and informa-

tive, with a little mystery
still hanging in the air. Two

#RAJA MAN SINGH

Dr. Chandni Chowdhary and Dr.
Ankit Kashmiri Gupta.

questions:

1. Did Man Singh ever spend
enough time in Amber to
directly ‘look after’
Dhundhar as its ruler?

2. Is there credible evidence that
Man Singh (or his family)
had havelis on land later
used for the Taj Mahal com-
plex in Agra?

Rima Hooja: Let me take the sec-

ond question first, the Agra/Taj

Mahal land point. There were sever-

al havelis granted to Man Singh and

his family. We know that one of the
four havelis given in exchange for
that land, Khalsa land, was Madho

Singh's haveli (Man Singh's broth-

er). These are mentioned in the

records. A map of Agra also appears

NPS Jhala.

from the time of Jai
Singh II, but it doesn't
make the situation
fully clear. It's possi-
ble that Man Singh
wasn't there for
very long, he
was involved in
that world, and
he would have
been there initial-
ly as part of
Bharmal's entourage.
So, it's a good question
to follow up on.

Now to your first
question, about Amber
and Dhundhar. Bharmal remains
Raja of Amber even when he is
away at the Mughal court; the same
is true for Bhagwan Das. Even
when he is among the closest trust-
ed aides, he remains Raja of Amber.
And when he dies, the tika is for-
mally conferred by the emperor, the
reign is legitimised. So, how long
was Man Singh actually here? In
short periods.

One period is soon after his
father dies. He goes to court; there
is matam, condolence visits are
paid, and he is allowed to return to
his vatan jagir and set his house in
order as the new ruler. Apparently,
he commissioned buildings at that
time, among other things.

A second clear period is during
a break in his governorship, when
he supports the ‘wrong’ person in
the struggle between Akbar's son
and grandson. Akbar favours the
grandson, Khusrau, Akbar's sister's
son by Salim. Man Singh supports
him, trying to get him on the
throne, though he stops short of
taking up arms against Salim.

When Jahangir
ascends, everyone
thinks this is the end
of the road for Man
Singh, but it is not.
Perhaps politics;
perhaps shared
history; but
also because
Man Singh is
=" required to gov-
ern the east. Soon
after, he is ordered

to the Deccan.
And then, Man
Singh again comes and
stays about two-and-a-half
to three years at Amber before tak-
ing up his posting. That's when a lot
of places are built, Pariyon ka

Rohtas, Bihar
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Bagh, and others. Prince Shyam
Singh, Man Singh's son by Queen
Shyam Kunwar, makes one of these
small orchard gardens there.
Around the same time, Amagarh is
also being built; we have a record of
its completion ‘in the name of
Maharaja,” because he does not stay
to see it completed. The same pat-
tern applies to other projects as
well, work begins in a ruler's time,
and later records note completion.

So yes: he comes here; he
builds here. And according to the
Mancharit, Man Singh's Amber
had trees, wide streets, and trade
from every part of the world, com-
ing through stages. But it was
important enough to attract
traders coming in.

Man Singh posted as Governor (Subedar) of the Subah of Bihar (“Bihar ke

saath Odisha bhi tha”) — Rohtas.
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Haldighati, ‘Deodi bandh,’
and why people still argue
about victory

Q (Audience): After Haldighati,
people say Raja Man Singh's
deodi was closed at Akbar's
palace, deodi bandh. Did
Man Singh allow Maharana
Pratap a safe escape?

Rima Hooja: What you're say-
ing is that the battle ends and
Maharana Pratap is able to get
away from that tight situation, but
then, Mansingh says nobody is to
follow him, nobody's to follow any-
one retreating. It's evening. We are
not supposed to follow them. Let
them go.

This was one thing which was
reported and probably twisted a lit-
tle bit, or maybe, it was the absolute
truth. This was reported back to
AKkbar. Akbar was never present,
and it was a tightly fought battle.

Why ‘who won' is
still debated

There are still controversies about
who won. The Mewar side says:
“Hamne kabhi atmasamarpan nahi
kiya.” You know, traditional
tareeke: “Nah toh hamne apni tal-
war pesh ki, na humne apna mas-
tak teka.” “For the Mughals also,
agar unki vijay hai, battlefield toh
unke paas hai, lekin ek battlefield
se pura yudh nahi hota hai.” We
focus on Haldighati and forget the
battle of Dewair, which happened a
few years later.

What happened after
the battle

They went the next day to Gogunda.
By then, Gogunda, which is nearby,
had been emptied: twenty soldiers
were left to defend it to death.
Which they did.

But Maharana Pratap could not
be captured at that point, or later.
Then, one of the Mughal troops,
including Man Singh's people, got
into Gogunda, and had to barricade
themselves in, because guerrilla
warfare had started outside. What
was then reported back to Akbar
was severe enough for Akbar to
come personally.

And yes, “Deodi bandh ki gayi
thi,” both for Asaf Khan and for
Man Singh. Both were allowed back
much later.

Banquet stories, counter-
stories, and protocol

Now, another thing a lot of people
say, and it comes up in Kaviraj
Shyamal Das's Vir Vinod too, is that
a banquet was laid on the banks of
Lake Pichola, and Pratap didn't
come to eat with Man Singh. So, you
have story, counter-story, and then
protocol as a test of plausibility.

As the late Ranveer Singhji of

Deputy Chief Minister Diya Kumari offers floral tribute during the 475th Jayanti commemoration of Mirza Raja
Man Singh | at City Palace, Jaipur; historian Jitendra Singh Shekhawat is seen in the frame.

Akbar fights Man Singh of Amber
at a Drinking Party (Akbarnama) —
early image of Akbar wrestling in a
public forum; one of the few early
images; Akbar appears to be
getting the worst of the match.

Dundlod used to say: “Look, if you
look at protocol, even today's proto-
col, then the grandson of a Raja is
not going to be eating, even if he's a
representative, with a Maharana.”
If there was such a banquet,
and there may well have been, then
that would not have happened. The
prince would have come (which
apparently the prince did), but he
would not have used that kind of
gali in his speech: “go call your
uncle,” because Maharana Pratap's
great-aunt was one of the grand-
mothers. Intermarriage was so
prevalent: “Raja Prithviraj ki ek
patni Mewar ki Rajkumari thi.”
That relationship was maintained.
You don't have a ‘stepdadi.” And
what Shyamal Das says has been
refuted by Gaurishankar
Hirachand Ojha ji. So, all of that
becomes quibbling with words.

The Jhala decoy: is there
evidence?

Q (Audience): Jadunath Sarkar
mentions a Jhala who imper-
sonated Maharana Pratap
and was killed. Is there evi-
dence?

Rima Hooja: Yes, it is mentioned

in my book History of Rajasthan.

This was not the first time the

Jhala family had done this. When

Rana Sanga was carried off the

field after fainting from wounds,

the Jhala chief who belonged to

‘Halvat’ took on the emblem of

Mewar royalty so that it would look

like the Rana was still fighting.
The Mewar family themselves

used the term ‘Rana.” So, Rana

Sanga, when he was carried off the

field and eventually he dies much

later because he wants to fight, the

a S ‘_ - ﬁ 7 ‘.‘

=

‘Ajja Jhala’ did exactly this, took on
the name. NP Jhala here would
vouch for this.

‘Evil empire,’ oath, and
dharma as moral duty

Q (Audience): If the Mughal
Empire was an ‘evil empire,’
did this come to Man Singh's
mind? Should he not have been
on Maharana Pratap's side?

Rima Hooja: Maharana Pratap is

ruling a kingdom. Man Singh's

grandfather has already sworn an
oath. Ill compare this to Ganga

Singh of Bikaner: In the Chamber

of Princes, Narendra Mandal, he

described three loyalties, one to his
own land which is Jambhoji that is

Bikaner, one to the greater land,

and the third he could never forget:

‘Zaban,” ‘Kaul,” ‘Shapath,” an ances-

tor's pledge that he will abide by.
Someone may call him a quis-

ling, but in his own mind, he was
very clear where his ethics came
from. I think that would have
applied for Man Singh also. What

had he seen? He had seen this mix-

ture of a Mughal world. And who

would have been telling him: this is
right or this is wrong? As long as he

was following his dharm, and here I

don't mean religion, but morality,

what he felt was right.

Dursa Arha, and rivals
respecting a fallen warrior

Hooja ends with a Rajasthan literary
memory: Dursa Arha composing
lines when news of Pratap's death
reaches Akbar at Lahore, saying
Pratap never bowed, never saluted in
submission, and then pointing the
room's gaze at the emperor himself,
shocked into silence and tears. For
Hooja, it wasn't ‘softening’ Akbar; it
was naming an older warrior ethic:
even rivals respect a fallen warrior.

Ruins of the Govind Dev temple, Vrindavan.

The Jaipur Pacharanga: the
story of our flag

Q (Audience): Can you describe
the story of the flag?

Rima Hooja: In 1585, Raja Man
Singh of Amber defeated Afghan
tribes. Flags then were triangular.
Whether dhwaj, pancham, or patha-
ka, it was common practice to take
the enemy's flags as victory articles
and bring them to the king. Akbar
gifted the flags to Man Singh in vic-
tory celebrations. There were four
colours; the fifth colour came from
the kachnar flag in white that was
already prevalent. Together, these
became the Jaipur pacharanga. The
earlier Kachwaha flag, white with a
kachnar tree, the jhadshahi, was
given to the Nathawats of Chomu.

Rima Hooja in brief

Dr. Rima Hooja is a Jaipur-based
archaeologist and historian with a
PhD from the University of
Cambridge. A heritage specialist
associated with major museum and
conservation work in Rajasthan, she
has authored multiple books on the
region's history, including A History
of Rajasthan and Maharana Pratap:
The Invincible Warrior. Her newest
work is The Emperor's General, a
biography of Raja Man Singh.
About the book: The Emperor's
General traces Raja Man Singh's life
across empire, oath, and reputation,
where evidence, legend, and memo-
ry collide. (Available at local book-
stores and online.) Jaipur marked
the 475th birth anniversary of Mirza
Raja Man Singh I at City Palace with
a formal tribute. The ceremony
reflects how the city publicly
remembers him, as a ruler, warrior,
and symbol of Jaipur's legacy.
Concluded. [ 11
rajeshsharma1049@gmail.com
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Office of the Superintendent Engineering and

Project Manager WCDC, Karauli

Notice inviting Bid pate:

NIB No 33/2025-26 YEAR 2025

Bids for Talab, Talai, ECD, Mpt, LSCD, ECD, Pakka check dam, Recharge shaft, RTWHS,
Anicut e.t.c of PMKSY 2.0 estimated value INR 180.32 Lacs (89.41+90.91) are invited
from interested bidders up to 06:00 PM, 01-01-2026 Other particulars of the bid may
be visited on the procurement portal (https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/) of the state and department website
(https://water.rajasthan.gov.in/wdsc). UBN NO.- WSC2526WSRC02120,
WSC2526WSRC02121
Raj.Samwad/C/25/16508

File No. :-

Superitending Engineer and Project Manger
WCDC Zila Parishad Karauli

TN :- S 19584380 Rl - 24/12/2025
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NIB CODE:- JOD2526A0221
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Notice Inviting Bid

. eifen= 2 ¥ 328001
forest@gmail.com
famim-1912/25

Bid for construction of Residency At Division Office of Range Wildlife Vianvihar Dholpur are
invited from interested bidders upto 12.00 AM, 31.12.2025. other particulars of bid may be visited
on the procurement portal hitpisppp.rajasthan.gov.in. http:/Eproc.rajasthan.gov.in of the state.

UBN NO. FOR2526WS0B03908

DIPRIC/19038/2025

The approximate value of the procurement s 47.77 lakhs.
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