+

HI:-4103333, 2362400 thaw:-0141-2373513  a: 75 HET: 262 THIT SAYR, YHAR 25 3, 2025 S1® 4.9, FagR f4€1/001/2021-23 TS 8 T 2.75 3.

epaper.rashtradoot.com

TG o BICT o SIBIR o ITTAT o AR o AR o RUSHRAEL o T

VA
Rashtradoot

B From Labrador Retriever to

Dekho They were extremely displeased to understand that | will not ‘adjust’ by shifting to another berth with my toddler Dachshund: Tracing the
Rajasthan!! son and wife being granted one of my reserved berths. After around 30 mins of stand-off, they withdrew Pawprints of 10 Dog Breeds
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SEWDSC.DHOLPUR@RAJASTHAN.GOVIN
Y- U/ idat/2025-26/189-92 Temtien-16/04/2025
NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB No 01 YEAR 2025-26
Bids for NRM Works (MPT, ECD etc. under MJSA 2.0 Project Area in Block Dholpur
of Distt. Dholpur of estimated value INR 40.72 Lacs are invited from interested bidders
up t06.00 PM, 26.04.25 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (https:/feproc.rajasthan.govin or https://sppp.rajasthan.govin/) of the state.

UBN-WSC2526WS0B00077, (e Rz ) srehtero sifdormn ed
NIB-WSC2526A0050 w2 aReis vaeu ae<eE de an
DIPRIC/5444/2024 et =R fren oRwe, tilegr

Pratera reheror s vd 9o uRASH e
qeITIS Ve BH s1el Vex foren uRee, ey

SEWDSC.DHOLPUR@RAJASTHAN.GOV.IN

fuies-vraivae)/fifaar/2025-26/193-96

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No 02 YEAR 2025-26
Bids for NRM Works (MPT ete. under MJSA 2.0 Project Area in Block Rajakhera of
Distt. Dholpur of estimated value INR 41.99 Lacs are invited from interested bidders
up to 6.00 PM, 26-04-25. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (https: Heproc rajasthan.govin or https:/fsppp.rajasthan.gov.in/) of the state.
UBN-WSC2526WS0B00078 fre ) areftaror
NIB-WSC2526A0051

DIPRIC/5445/2024

rfera Jefteor 3T vd we@H uRaeT ves
RIS A B9 31 Jex f3rem aRee,

SEWDSC.DHOLPUR@RAJASTHAN.GOV.IN

uie- s/ fieer2025-26/197-200 - 16/04/2025

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No 03 YEAR 2025-26
Bids for NRM Works (ECD, TalabRenovation, Anicut etc. under MJSA 2.0 Project
Area in Block Saramathura of Distt. Dholpur of estimated value INR. 33.29 Lacs are
invited from interested bidders up to 6.00 PM, 26-04-25. Other particulars of the bid
may be visited on the procurement portal (hitps:leproc.rajasthan.gov.in or https/

sppp.rajasthan.govin/) of the state. : "
(e R i) reftaror sif¥rmn ed
w2 i

Tdh-16/04/2025

UBN-WSC2526WS0B00079
NIB.-WSC252GA0052

DIPRIC/5446/2024

Rajasthan Council of School Education

5. Radha Krishnan Shiksha Sankul, 5th Block, lind & llird Floor, JNL Marg., Jaipur - 17
Ph.: 0141-2700366, E-Mail- rajssa_acctt@yahoo.co.in
No. : F. 7 { ) RCScE/Actt./Printing Work/ 2025-26/14817931 Dated :- 21/04/2025

Notice Inviting Bid (NIB: 01 /2025-26)
E-Bids are invited from eligible bidders for Various types of Printing Work and
supply rate contract including ABL Kits, Workbook etc up to 06 p.m. dated 20/05/2025
Details may be seen in the Bidding Document at the office of the RCScE Jaipur,

www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and department website
www.rajsmsa.nic.in

UBN :RSE2526GLRC00050

Est. Amount: Rs. 100.00 Crore (including G5T)
Raj.Samwad/C/25/1224
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PH NO.-07454-250219 E-Mail-ee.kar.phed@rajasthan.gov.in

Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for various warks under summer contingency and emergent sanction are invited from
interested bidders up to 28.04.2025 other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and sppp.raj.nic.in website.
NIB CODE:-PHE2526A0585
SN.| NITNO. UBN ___ |SN.| NIINO. |  UBN |
1 | 147202526 | PHE2526WSOBO1408 4 | 177202526 PHE2526WS0B01411
2 | 15002526 | PHE2526WSOBOI409 | 5 | 18200526 |  PHE2526WSOBOL412
3 | 162025-26 | PHE2526WSOB0I410 |
01 | Total work 05
02 | Total Estimate Cost 54,92 Lac
03 Bid submission end date 28.04.2025 up to 09.30 AM
04 | Bid opening date 28.04,2025 at 01.00 PM
(Vijay Kumar Meena)
Executive Engineer
DIPR/C/5576/2025 PHED Division Karauli

Office of The Executive Engineer,

Water Resources Division, Kota
HHIH-EE/WRD/AC./2025-26/167-175 Date: 16/04/2015
NIT No.- 03/2025-26
On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan, e-Tender from eligible Bidders for the
Waork'(s) For Item No. 01 "Miscellaneous Development works and DfS Channel Bed
Protection at Takli Dam, Under Takli Medium Irigation Project, Ramganjmandi® (Est.
cost. Rs. 73.10 Lac) for completion period 6 months including rainy season Item No.
02 "Provision of Parking Shade and Miscellaneous Development works at Sub
Division Office Ramganjmandi Under Takli Medium Irrigation Project, Ramganjmandi,
Distt. Kota (Est. cost. Rs. 20.74 Lac) for completion period 3 months including rainy
season Item No. 03 "Construction of GSB Approach Road to Agriculture Fields of
villages Sarankhedi and Jodhapuraa Under Takli Medium Irrigation Project,
Ramganjmandi Kota (Est. cost. Rs. 73.52 Lac) Item No. 04 "Construction of GSB
Approach Road to Agriculture Fields of villages Beempura, Burankheri Under Takli
Medium Irrigation Project, Ramganjmandi Kota (Est. cost. Rs. 73.50 Lac) Item No. 05
"Construction of GSB Approach Road to Agriculture Fields of villages Tamoliya Under
Takli Medium Irrgation Project, Ramganjmandi Kota (Est. cost. Rs. 73.49 Lac)) Item
No. 06 "Construction of Approach Road to Agriculture Fields of villages Noorpura
Under Takli Medium Imigation Project, Ramganjmandi Kota (Est. cost. Rs. 73.48 Lac)

'c‘clq STc"fFT% RIEf: %mfrmw for completion period One Year including rainy seasonare invited from interested
?ﬁﬂ'ﬁ A9 IRt Srdere || bidders from 17.04.2025 (9:30 Hr) to 28.04.2025 till 18:00 Hr other particulars,
’ 1:ﬁ%|; terms & conditions may be seen on the procurement portal https://
Hion 771 W W A | eproc.rajasthan.gov.n, www.diprrajasthan.govin and www.waterrajasthan.govin,
TS 1| SAfShT FohetaT e e || hiip://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
*TeTe e NIB CODE: WRD2826A0035
W .- q 3 i UBN No.
TS I G I AT THEISTRTS || ftem No. 01: WRD2526 WS0B000E5
A e S A 23 2 3 S || ftem No. 02: WRD2526WS0800066
;) ;’{:{ 1 Frwme Item No. 03: WRD 2526 WS00800067
el & o ok U1l item No. 04: WRD 2526 WSOB00068
& ol T WA TG TEerd || Item No. 05: WRD 2526 WS0800069
A Item No. 06: Executive Engineer Water
T DIPRIC/5411/2024 Resources Division, Kota
HRATAT HIST TAHTT UTIRITT, hieT
— CAD wfée 3 9| Frer

uE 11 Atemdt 20254092
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Unite for a Malaria-Free Future

bserved every year on April 25, World Malaria Day raises awareness about the global fight against malaria, a preventable and treatable
disease that still affects millions. Initiated by the World Health Organization, this day highlights progress made, ongoing challenges, and the
urgent need for continued action. The 2025 theme, ‘Accelerating the Fight Against Malaria,” calls on governments, health organizations,
and individuals to invest in innovations, ensure access to care, and strengthen prevention strategies. From distributing mosquito nets to
developing vaccines, every step counts. Together, we can envision a world where no one suffers or dies from malaria. Act now, save lives.
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#PET-STORIES

From Labrador Retriever
to Dachshund:
Tracing the Pawprints of
10 Dog Breeds

Behind those puppy eyes lie stories of
hunting grounds, royal courts, fishing boats,
and even badger burrows. Here's a look at
how 10 popular dog breeds came to be.

0gs may be our best
friends now, but
their ancestors
were bred with pur-
pose-hunting, herd-
ing, guarding, or
warming aristocrat-

LA

ic feet. From icy waters to
European palaces, every
breed carries a fascinating
origin story. Let's sniff out the
histories of 10 beloved breeds,
from the loyal Labrador to the
fearless Dachshund.

Labrador Retriever - The Fisherman's Assistant

on't be fooled by their
modern-day love for ten-
nis balls, Labradors were orig-
inally bred in Newfoundland,
Canada, to retrieve fishing
nets and escapees from icy

waters. Brought to England in
the 1800s, they were refined
into the Labrador Retriever
that we know today: friendly,
intelligent, and great swim-
mers.

German Shepherd - The Guardian of the Flock

eveloped in the late 19th
century by Max von
Stephanitz, German
Shepherds were designed to
be the ultimate working dogs.
Agile, strong, and fiercely

loyal, they were herders first
and military, police, and serv-
ice dogs later. Their intelli-
gence and versatility have
made them one of the most
respected breeds globally.

Beagle - Nose First, Always

he Beagle's roots go deep-
back to ancient Greece
and then refined in England.
Bred for hunting hares, these
small hounds relied heavily

on their sense of smell. Today,
they're loved for their expres-
sive faces, compact size, and
boundless curiosity (especial-
ly about food).

Siberian Husky - Born to Run in the Snow

he Siberian Husky was
bred by the Chukchi people
of Northeast Asia as a sled dog
capable of traveling long dis-
tances in harsh climates. Their

endurance and wolf-like beauty
earned them global fame, espe-
cially after a heroic sled team
delivered life-saving medicine
to Nome, Alaska, in 1925.

Pug - From Chinese Palaces to Royal Laps

ugs have been making
humans laugh since 400
BCE, when they were bred as
lapdogs for Chinese emperors.
With their wrinkled faces and

curled tails, they became
treasured pets in European
courts too, especially with
Queen Victoria, who was
quite the Pug enthusiast.

Border Collie - The Genius of the Fields

his Scottish-English herder
is considered the most
intelligent dog breed. Bred to
herd sheep with precision and
eye contact (called ‘the eye’),

Golden Retriever - The Scottish Game Companion

n the 19th century,
Scottish aristocrat
Dudley Marjoribanks (yes,
that was his real name)
wanted a perfect retriever
for the moors. He bred a yel-

Doberman Pinscher - The Tax Collector's Bodyguard

n 1890s Germany, tax col-
lector Louis Dobermann
wanted a protection dog that
was also obedient and ele-
gant. His breeding experi-

Border Collies are still used on
farms and excel in canine
sports. Their origin lies in the
rugged borderlands, and so does
their unshakeable work ethic.

low Wavy-Coated Retriever
with a Tweed Water Spaniel,
and thus the ever-smiling
Golden Retriever was born,
eager to please and always
ready to play.

ments created the Doberman
Pinscher, a sleek, alert, and
fearless protector that's still
admired for both its power
and loyalty.

Dalmatian - From Firehouses to Fashion Shows

his striking spotted
breed has a murky ori-
gin, but historical records
point to Dalmatia (in pres-
ent-day Croatia).
Dalmatians were once car-

riage dogs, trotting beside
horses and warding off
threats. Later, they found
fame in firehouses, Disney
films, and as symbols of
flair and flamboyance.

Dachshund - The Badger Slayer

hat adorable long body
and tiny legs were no
accident. Bred in Germany,
the Dachshund's name lit-
erally means ‘badger dog.’
These brave little diggers

The Legacy of Breeding

While dogs today are mostly
companions, their ancestry
shapes their instincts.
Retrievers still love water,
hounds still follow scents, and
herders still try to manage
crowds (including children).
Understanding their origins
helps us meet their needs,

were used to hunt badgers
and burrow into their
dens. Despite their cute
appearance, they're fear-
less, stubborn, and full of
personality.

decode their quirks, and
appreciate their diversity.

So, next time your
Labrador splashes into a pond
or your Beagle sniffs every
inch of the park, remember-
they're not misbehaving.
They're just honouring their
heritage.

® Avishek
hen I was planning a
vacation in Rajasthan
during starting end of
March, people
thought I was out of
my mind. One col-
league from
Rajasthan warned me
that in April, even car
ACs fail in Rajasthan!
Irelied on Wikipedia and advices of
few like-minded well-wishers (2 of
them from Rajasthan, whom I met
accidentally at an official training).
Rajasthan is not entirely desert. In
fact, the state can be distinctly
divided into desert area and semi-
arid area. My research showed that
the maximum temperature during
my visit hovers in the range of 33-
35 C, which is acceptable compared
to Kolkata standard. Also, I had
some personal constraints regard-
ing the time selected. So, finally, I
went ahead with the planning.

My intention was to cover max-
imum places during the trip. Given
the rail heads from Kolkata,
Rajasthan can be entered from two
major cities. Either through Jaipur
(via Agra Fort or Old Delhi) or
Bikaner (via Old Delhi). One can
also enter from Mount Abu (via
Ahmedabad), but that is a longer
route and falls in between the usual
routes. Major cities to be covered in
the state are Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Udaipur, Jaisalmer, Bikaner,
Mount Abu, Ajmer, Bharatpur and
Chittorgarh. I like to plan and
arrange for my trip myself. Various
packages offered by online travel
providers and local operators give
me an idea of the route and places.
I avoided flight, as in my opinion,
travelling with kid is best enjoyed
by train. They get time to be accus-
tomed and enjoy the journey. I ini-
tially planned my trip as:

Howrah - Bikaner - Jaisalmer -
Jodhpur - Mt. Abu - Udaipur -

he leg of our journey from

Bikaner to Mount Abu was the
longest among other intercity jour-
neys in Rajasthan. Jammu Tawi-
Ahmedabad Exp is a long distance
train, with both our boarding and
alighting stations not being the ter-
minal station. The train was about
2 hrs late at Bikaner and arrived at
2:30 am instead of 12:45 am, and
was to halt for only 10 mins. As if
this was not enough, on boarding a
bitter situation was awaiting me.
As is the norm in all long distance
trains, our berths and luggage
space were occupied by a family
from Punjab. They were extremely
displeased to understand that I will
not ‘adjust’ by shifting to another
berth with my toddler son and wife
being granted one of my reserved
berths. After around 30 mins of
stand-off and me almost threaten-
ing to pull out their luggage to the
walkway, they withdrew.
Remaining night was peaceful.

We reached Abu Road at around
11:30 am (around 1 hr late). Abu
Road is the nearest rail head to
Mount Abu. It is an important stop
on the main Indian Railways line
between Delhi and Ahmedabad.
Rajasthan State Road Transport
Corporation (RSRTC) buses and
cars are available to reach Mount
Abu, around 27 kms away. Mount
Abu is a popular hill station in the
Aravalli Ranges. The mountain
forms a distinct rocky plateau on
the boundary of Thar Dessert, is
evergreen and home to many lakes,
streams and waterfalls. The moun-

Day 1 in Mount Abu, the Oasis in Thar Desert

Ajmer (via Chittorgarh and
Pushkar) - Jaipur - Howrah. Since I
was travelling with my 2.5 year old
son, there were certain constraints.
So, I had to tweak my plan a bit. So,
now it was-- Howrah - New Delhi -
Jodhpur - Jaisalmer - Bikaner - Mt.
Abu - Udaipur Ajmer (via
Chittorgarh and Pushkar) - Jaipur -
New Delhi - Sealdah.

This ambitious plan was cover-
ing almost entire of Rajasthan in a
single trip! I will cover the entire
trip in multiple posts. First one
being from Kolkata till New Delhi.

For the first leg of our journey,
I booked ourselves in Howrah
Rajdhani till New Delhi. After a
brief hitch (which made us almost
miss the train), we boarded the 2AC
coach, one March evening. We,
including my son, enjoyed the jour-
ney to the most. Food was good, and
so were the co-passengers. Our con-
necting train to Jodhpur was at
same night from Old Delhi Jn. I had
booked a retiring room and got our-
selves transferred to Old Delhi on
reaching New Delhi. Retiring
rooms can now be booked online
from the IRCTC website- accommo-
dation link or directly from http://
WWW. rr. irctctourism. com. The
room at Old Delhi Jn. was old but
spacious. We made the most of the
time available to us, and after a
quick nap went to the Red Fort in
the evening. It is close from Old
Delhi Jn. and rickshaws are avail-
able from outside the station. I
have been there before, but entered
the complex for the first time. We
relished the Mughal construction
and my son enjoyed the lush green
lawns. Then, we did some quick
shopping in the famous Chandni
Chowk, known for zari embroi-
dered cloths and street food. After
a quick dinner, we waited impa-
tiently for our first connecting
train to Jodhpur and began our
journey into the Land of
Maharajas, Rajasthan.

tain has a long connection with
spirituality, as it is said sage
Vashishtha retired here and per-
formed yajna. There are several
Archaeological Sites in the hills.
The hill station was cooler than I
had expected after spending a sum-
mer week in Rajasthan. There was
a pleasant chill in the air even in
that April afternoon. Mount Abu is
a small town, with most of it
extending between the bus stand
and Nakki Lake. The road connect-
ing the town to the lake is dotted
with stores, hotels and restau-
rants. One has several sightseeing
mode option. RSRTC buses con-
duct sightseeing at nominal rates,
self-driven two wheelers are avail-
able on hire, jeeps, and cars are
also available. Since we reached
after noon, the first evening we
spent visiting Nakki Lake and sur-
rounding market. It is a large lake
surrounded by hills and the cen-
tral attraction of Mount Abu town.
There is rock shaped like a toad,
called Toad Rock, on a hill behind
the lake. The rock is a popular
lookout point. There is option to
enjoy the lake from the shore, on
paddle boats or from inside of
giant balloons! Photographers
flock the area for snaps in tradi-
tional Rajasthani attire. The place
is very lively and colourful in the
evening. Due to its proximity to
Gujarat, during weekend, lot of
tourists can be seen from Gujarat.
The restaurants and food joints
here serve food to suit taste buds of
both the states.
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#TRAVELOGUE

ur Day 3 at Mount Abu started

lazily with no hurry as buses
ply to Udaipur every hour. Things
hastened a bit when we realized we
are late for the 12 pm bus.
Eventually, we were on war footing
when we saw we may miss the 1:30
pm bus as welll Roadways in
Rajasthan is excellent. Vehicles
ply at high speed without any
hitch. With limited rail connectivi-
ty, roadways are preferred medium
of transportation for many.
Rajasthan State Road Transport
Corporation (RSRTC) meets the
expectation wonderfully with on-
time and pocket-friendly service.
The distance of 27 kms to Abu
Road and then 150 kms to Udaipur
was covered in 3.5 hrs. Terrains in
Rajasthan varies between desert,
forest and hilly, offering some won-
derful sights.

It is advisable to make at least
one trip between cities on road to
experience this diversity.

Udaipur, popularly known as
the City of Lakes, is one of the
major cities of Rajasthan. It is
served by both Ola and Uber. It was
the historic capital of the kingdom
of Mewar, founded in 1559 by
Maharana Udai Singh II when he
shifted his capital from
Chittorgarh after defeat to Akbar.
Udaipur enjoys a distinct pleasant
weather, unseen in rest of
Rajasthan. This is due to its prox-
imity to Gujarat border and being
surrounded by Aravali Range,
which separates it from Thar
Desert. The erstwhile capital was
protected by a wall and 7 gates
(known as ‘Pole’ here). The area
within is currently called the Old
City, while the modern city thrives
outside the walls. The Old City has
narrow lanes and old buildings,
but are very close to the main his-
torically important monuments
and ghats (on Lake Pichola).

The lake system of Udaipur

Day 1 in Udaipur, the City of Lakes

are interconnected and are the
main source of water for the city.

In Udaipur, as in Jodhpur, we
put up in the old city. To me, the
Old City has a hypnotic charm.
Since it was already evening by the
time we reached our hotel on Day 1
in Udaipur, we decided to have
walking tour of the Old City. Our
hotel, being on bank of Lake
Pichola, the beautiful Gangaur
Ghat was right beside our hotel.
Bagore ki Haveli is also beside the
ghat, but assuming it will take
time to explore, we postponed it till
Day 2. Lake Pichola (open 24 hrs,
no ticket) is an artificial fresh
water lake named after the nearby
Picholi village. The lake has four
islands which all holds palaces,
some of which have been convert-
ed into hotels. The City Palace of
Udaipur has been built on the
bank of this lake. Gangaur Ghat is
a major bathing ghat of Lake
Pichola. The view from the ghat is
beautiful with open lake on one
side and the arched Chandpole
Bridge (public bridge, no ticket) on
the other.

Moreover, the procession of
local Gangaur festival culminates
in this ghat with the immersion of
the idols of Gan (or Shiva) and
Gaur (or Gauri). From that, we
went to the City Palace of Udaipur,
but it was closed. So, we came back
to Jagadish Temple (open 5 am - 10
pm, no ticket), which is one of the
major monuments and temples of
Udaipur. The Hindu temple was
built by Maharana Jagat Singh I'in
1651 and is in continuous worship
since then.

The temple is dedicated to Lord
Jagannath, affectionately called
Jagadish by locals.

The evening aarti is very elab-
orate with locals participating in
large numbers. After the evening
aarti, we called it a day and retired
in our hotel.
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ur train, Jodhpur-Jaisalmer

Exp., left Jodhpur at 11:30
pm. There are many foreigners
visiting Rajasthan all the time. I
had interaction with a couple
from Europe occupying the
berths opposite to us. The guy
had more knowledge on India's
link with Yoga than I do! After a
comfortable night's sleep, we
reached Jaisalmer before 6 am
the next day Jaisalmer hotel
agents and desert safari opera-
tors have their men in Jodhpur
as well. They track tourists and
will mark the train berth from
Jodhpur. One guy handed me his
card-cum-brochure at Jodhpur
station. When the train enters
Jaisalmer, their men will come
and try to lure you to their hotel
and safari. Almost all hotels have
tie-up with safari operators and
hence they offer a package,
which includes 2 days hotel rent,
transfer to Sand Dunes around
evening, cultural program, night
at tent, morning transfer to hotel.
In my opinion, it is always better
to search the net, speak to the
people and book a package before
reaching Jaisalmer, which I had
done. So, the disheartened
agents, who had approached me
at station, offered me a drop to
my hotel instead.

Being a die-hard fan of
Feluda (the fictional Bengali
sleuth made immortal by the
immortal filmmaker-writer,

Our train, Jodhpur-Jaisalmer Exp., left Jodhpur at 11:30 pm. There
are many foreigners visiting Rajasthan all the time. | had interaction
with a couple from Europe occupying the berths opposite to us. The
guy had more knowledge on India's link with Yoga than | do! After
a comfortable night's sleep, we reached Jaisalmer before 6 am the
next day. Jaisalmer hotel agents and desert safari operators have
their men in Jodhpur as well. They track tourists and will mark the
train berth from Jodhpur. One guy handed me his card-cum
brochure at Jodhpur station. When the train enters Jaisalmer, their
men will come and try to lure you to their hotel and safari. Almost
all hotels have tie-up with safari operators and hence they offer a
package, which includes 2 days hotel rent, transfer to Sand Dunes
around evening, cultural program, night at tent, morning transfer to
hotel. In my opinion, it is always better to search the net, speak to
the people and book a package before reaching Jaisalmer.

Toad Rock

gift shop. Patwon ki Haveli are a
group of havelis across the main
market outside the fort. They
were constructed by affluent
traders, and now form a heritage
tourist attraction. In the market
infront of the fort, on way to
Patwon ki Haveli, there are some
local sweet shops selling deli- my dessert safari plan. If travel-
cious Kachoris (a local delicacy). ling with kids, you have to be flex-
One interesting item available ible.
here in abundance is cups made Day 2 at Jaisalmer was mostly
from real fossils rocks! One can spent indoors. By evening, my
see and feel the compressed black son felt better and we went off to
fibrous material forming the sur- Ghadisar Lake (entry free). It is a
face. Locals claim that milk left rainwater lake supplying water
overnight will turn into curd (my to the town. There are several
sister bought one during her temples on the shore. Empty
visit, experimented and con- tombs (or cenotaphs) around the
firmed the fact) and drinking lake and one in the middle give it
water kept in it overnight can a royal touch. Boating can be
cure diabetes. done on the lake. There are huge
Real sand dunes can be seen number of fishes in the lake (cat-
at either Sam Desert or Khuri fish as per Wikipedia), which can
Desert. Sam Desert is more com- be fed with bread-crumbs sold on
mercialized with resorts for night shores.
stay, jeep and camel safari. Most, Being a small town, streets of
if not all, operators will want to Jaisalmer becomes dark and
take you there. Khuri, on the empty after sundown. There is no
other hand, is rustic dessert vil- or little nightlife. The place has
lage, with few households now barracks of military and BSF,
serving as guest house and camel and is continuously patrolled by
safari operators (search for Badal them. Our train to Bikaner was
Singh or Arjun Singh). They wel- on night of Day 2 in Jaisalmer. So,
come you with home-made food, we wrapped up and prepared our-
have their own camels for safari selves for the journey to another
and can accommodate for night desert town of Rajasthan.

chose Khuri and arranged for a
camel safari through Badal Singh
Guest house at Khuri. I did not
opt for a package and negotiated a
much cheaper deal with a travel
operator for to and fro journey to
Khuri. But unfortunately, my son
had a bad cold and I had to drop

T sceraiide [pnces “TEaETiiT
Satyajit Ray), Sonar Kella (the
Golden Fort) always occupied a
special place in the heart. It was
a dream-cum-true moment for
me when I found myself in front
of the fort (though now it looks
nothing like depicted in the film
‘Sonar Kella’). Jaisalmer is a
very small town, and mostly
spread around the fort. So, the
fort is visible from the terrace or
balcony of most hotels.
Interestingly, the fort is still
inhabited by descendants of the
original inhabitants. It is the
only Living Fort of India.
Jaisalmer Fort (open 24 hrs as it
is living fort, entry free) was
built around 1156 by King Jaisal
(again after whom the town is
named) and named as Trikoot
Garh (after the hill on which it
was built). Being constructed of
sandstone, the fort changes
colour with the position of sun,
bright golden at dawn and dusk
and rich brownish yellow during
the day. The main attractions
inside the fort are: Raj Mahal
(Royal palace), Havelis of pros-
perous traders, Jain temples and
the Laxminath temple. There are
guides available outside the fort
who will take you through the
Royal Palace (it is the largest
building after entrance, with
great views from top), one Haveli
(here one can take photographs
with antique items in traditional
Rajasthani attire), and finally, a

stays. Resorts are also present, so, [ 1]
rajeshsharma1049@gmail.com

one can choose where to stay. I

~ Gangaur Ghat
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Tiny Stitches,
Big Smiles

Every Stitch Tells a Story: Celebrating
International Amigurumi Day

n a world buzzing with
screens and speed,
there's a quiet, colour-

Japanese art of creating small,
stuffed yarn creatures. From
tiny turtles and sleepy cats to
ful rebellion taking smiling donuts and space-bound
place, one loop at a aliens, amigurumi isn't just a
time. April 25 marks craft, it's a global movement
International Amigurumi Day, a stitched with creativity, calm,
joyful celebration of the and community.

What is Amigurumi?

Amigurumi blends the Japanese words ami (to knit or crochet) and
nuigurumi (stuffed doll). These hand-crafted plushies, often no bigger
than your palm, are loved for their cuteness and character. Unlike
generic toys, amigurumi creations have personality, sometimes cheeky,
sometimes serene, and each one tells a story, lovingly brought to life by
its maker.

A Therapeutic Thread

Beyond the cuteness, amigurumi offers calm in chaos. Many crafters
say the act of crocheting or knitting helps them focus, reduce anxiety,
and express themselves. It's a slow, mindful practice in a fast-paced
world. During lockdowns, the amigurumi community grew rapidly
online as people sought comfort and connection through crafting.

A Global Yarn Party

International Amigurumi Day is now celebrated with vibrant flair
across the world. Social media feeds fill up with plush pets and fantasy
creatures, workshops pop up in libraries and cafes, and creators share
free patterns, tutorials, and heartfelt stories behind their stitched
friends. Some even engage in ‘yarn bombing,’ decorating parks or
streets with soft sculptures to surprise and delight passersby.

Crafting With a Cause

More than just playthings, amigurumi dolls have become powerful mes-
sengers. Artists create endangered animals to raise awareness, or
design diverse, inclusive characters to reflect a wider spectrum of iden-
tities. From eco-conscious collections to mental health mascots, each
tiny doll can carry a big message, and it's all wrapped in yarn.

Start Small, Dream Big

You don't need fancy tools to join in, just some yarn, a hook, and a bit of
patience. Whether you're crafting for a loved one, donating to a charity,
or simply unwinding with a new hobby, amigurumi invites you to slow
down, smile more, and celebrate the joy of making. So, this April 25,
take a break from the digital buzz. Grab a hook, pick your favourite
color, and stitch up something magical. In the soft, quirky world of
amigurumi, every loop is a step closer to joy.
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1, PREETI JAIN, W/O Praveen Jain,
RIO 5/327, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur-
302017, Rajasthan have changed my
name to PREETI AGARWAL Vide
affidavit dtd. 24/04/2025 before
notary Nishant Kumar Katara, Jaipur
for all Future Purposes.

| Have Changed My Name From
Sawan Kumar to Sawan Dangi S/O
Ghanshyam Dangi For All Purpose.
Plot No.- 121-A, Nagtalai, Kachhi
Basti Surajpole Anaj mandi, Jaipur-
302003
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| Air Force no 640387H Ex JWO
Rampal Singh Shekhawat resident
of plot no 20 Sangam Colony Sikar
road near road no 14 circle Harmada
Jaipur that | have changed my wife
name from RAAJBALA SHEKHAWAT
is wrong entered in my service
record to  RAJBALA SHEKHAWAT
vide affidavit dated 16 April 2025
before District Sub Magistrate Jaipur

city.
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