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M5 Royal Rajpuria Resort private
Limited Through Director Rachna Gupla
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Limited Through Director Radana Gupta
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Cities With The
Most Memorable
Celebrations

As you bid adieu to the old and welcome
the new, let the world be your stage for a
celebration that transcends borders and
captures the essence of global
camaraderie, whether you choose to
dance the night away in Edinburgh, or
witness the ball drop in Times Square.

s the clock strikes
midnight on
December 31, the
world unites in a
symphony of
cheers, dazzling
lights, and jubilant
celebrations, bidding farewell
to the old and ushering in the
promise of a new year. For
those seeking a global adven-
ture to ring in the New Year
with unparalleled fervour,
this guide unveils some of the
most iconic and festive desti-
nations around the world.
From breath-taking fire-
works illuminating iconic
landmarks to cultural extrav-
aganzas steeped in tradition,
these places promise an
unforgettable start to the

Edinburgh, Scotland

Edinburgh's Hogmanay cel-
ebration is a legendary
street party that trans-
forms the historic city into
a pulsating hub of festivi-
ties. From the torchlight
procession along the Royal
Mile to the electrifying
street concerts and the
spectacular fireworks over
Edinburgh Castle, this
Scottish celebration is a
thrilling way to welcome
the New Year.

year ahead. Join us as we tra-
verse continents to discover
the ultimate New Year's Eve
celebrations that will leave
you with cherished memories
and a sense of joy that tran-
scends borders.

Sydney, Australia

Known for hosting one of
the world's first major New
Year's Eve celebrations,
Sydney sets the sky ablaze
with its mesmerizing fire-
works display over the icon-
ic Sydney Harbour Bridge.
The breath-taking pyrotech-
nics, set against the back-
drop of the Opera House, cre-
ate a visual feast that
attracts revellers from
across the globe.

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

In Rio de Janeiro, New Year's
Eve, locally Kknown as

"Reveillon," is a dazzling
affair that unfolds on the icon-
ic Copacabana Beach.
Millions of people clad in
white, gather to enjoy live
music, dance to samba beats,
and partake in the tradition of
offering flowers to the sea god-
dess Yemanja. The night con-
cludes with a breath-taking
fireworks display over the
Atlantic Ocean.

New York City, USA

Joining the crowds in the heart of New York City, revelers
witness the descent of the shimmering Waterford Crystal
Ball, marking the beginning of a new chapter, amidst a sea of
confetti and cheers.

Reykjavik, Iceland

For a unique New Year's Eve
experience, Reykjavik offers a
celestial celebration against the
backdrop of the Northern
Lights. The city's residents
ignite their own fireworks dis-
plays, creating a magical atmos-
phere enhanced by the dancing
auroras in the Arctic sky.

Eggnog Day

ggnog is historically also known as milk punch or egg milk punch when it is mixed with an alcoholic
beverage. It's a rich, chilled, creamy, and sweetened dairy drink traditionally created with milk and/or
cream, sugar, whipped eggs which helps it gain it's frothy texture, and sometimes mixed spirits. The
origins of eggnog are highly debated as are the original ingredients used for it. The Oxford English
Dictionary claims that nog was “a kind of strong beer brewed somewhere in East Anglia.”
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Director of the the Documentary inside the Talpiot Tomb.

Anjali Sharma
Senior journalist &
wildlife enthusiast

Frederic Jones

t is an old story that
goes back, more than
2000 years, when a
child was born to a
poor Jewish couple,
Joseph and Mary
from Nazareth. The
birth  of Jesus,
according to the
Gospels, was a proph-
esied event. It said
that a virgin named Mary will
bring a boy in this world who
would be the 'Saviour' of his peo-
ple. We know little about the life of
Jesus as a child but we do know
that as an adult, he began preach-
ing around 27-29 AD, for a short
period, that lasted only a couple of
years. But during this brief time,
the young man in his thirties,
drew crowds, wherever he went,
with his message of love. Jesus
had a large following and perhaps
that is why he was persecuted
because he was considered a dan-
gerous false messiah who was
leading the Jewish masses in con-
frontation with the rulers of
Israel in Rome. His popularity
threatened Pontius Pilate, who
was the Governor of the Roman
province of Judaea, the area
around modern day Israel. On a
charge of treason, Jesus was
arrested and crucified in
Jerusalem. The disciples took the
body down from the cross,
wrapped it in linen and carried it
to a tomb. Today, that tomb is
inside the Church of Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. There, on
the third day, Jesus is said to have
risen from the dead, known as the
Resurrection of Christ. And then
Jesus ascended into the heavens,
not only in spirit but also in body.
Since then, the tomb of Jesus has
been empty, bereft of a body but
still venerated by the devout and
tourists, who come from around
the world.

Resurrection and Ascension

Resurrection and Ascension are
two key concepts that lie at the

very heart of Christianity But
there have always been many who
have challenged these core
Christian ideas and many have
even been Kkilled in expressing
their views. Many sources suggest
that Jesus did not die on the cross
and that he survived crucifixion.
In all probability, Jesus had com-
pletely passed out and was
brought down from the cross as
dead but later revived in the tomb.
In fact, in the Gospel of John 19:39,
there is a reference of herbs being
brought by the disciples in the
night to heal Jesus. If Jesus did
indeed recover from the near
death experience of crucifixion,
then that was surely a
'Resurrection' of sorts but
Ascension? This is hard to believe
in our age of science that a human
body can actually lift against grav-
ity and rise into infinite space to
heaven. It must have been just as
hard, even then, for people to
believe in ascension. The most
likely scenario was that Jesus
regained energy and with the help
from disciples, then tried to dodge
and hide from the Romans for
whom he was a still a man con-
demned.

Southern France

The question that is often raised
is that if Jesus didn't ascend to
the heavens, then where did his
body go? Where was he buried?
From Jerusalem to the villages
of southern France and distant
land of Kashmir, there are many
legends and stories that claim
evidences of the lost tomb of
Jesus. Researchers often wonder
what would a living Jesus, who
was running away from the
Romans, want to do? Surely, he
would want to slip away to a
secret quiet life, as far as possi-
ble, from the Roman Empire. He
may, well, have done just that.
There is a story about Jesus and
Mary Magdalene, a constant and
trusted companion of Jesus,
who, along with a small group of
people, slipped past the Romans
checkpoints and sentries and
managed to reach southern
France. There, according to local
legends, they led a simple life
and died in obscurity. Although
the cult of Mary Magdalene is
pretty strong in southern
France, there is no sign of any
tomb of Jesus. Just stories and

In 2007, Discovery & Vision TV in Canada co-produced a
documentary that covered the findings of the Talpiot Tombs.
They came into this project like investigative journalists,
determined to find the truth whether the Talpiot Tomb was,
indeed, that of Jesus and his family or not. In that sense, they
were the driving force of research and inquiry into this
subject which had lain dormant for more than last twenty
years. And they reached shattering conclusions. That story
they told in their documentary, " The Lost Tomb of Jesus".
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Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built on the site of Jesus' Crucifixion and burial.

legends!

India

But why would Jesus want to go
west to France, risking a journey
across the length of the Roman
Empire, when, for instance, he
could go to India anytime? The
passage to India was just as easy
by land, on the Silk Route as it was
by sea, on the Spice Route. All one
had to do was, ride a camel to the
Arabian coast and hop on, to one
of the spice ships, returning back
to India and soon, one was far
away, from the world of Roman
legionaries. In fact, Saint Thomas
the Apostle, did take the dhow to
ancient city of Muziris, close to
the present day Cochin area and
founded the first Church on
Indian soil in 54 AD.

Three Wise Men

There is also a very special con-
nection between Jesus and India.
It is written in the Bible that three
wise men from East, bearing gifts,
came following a star, at the birth
of Jesus to pay their homage to the
coming of the Prophet. This
sounds very similar to the Tibetan
traditions, where after the death

bt

of the Head Lama, senior monks,
on the basis of stars, signs and
omens, set off to find the child
that was considered to be the rein-
carnation of the Lama. When the
child was big enough, he was
taken away from the parents and
groomed in Buddhism, to be the
next Head Lama. There are stories
that say Jesus, as a young boy, was
also taken away from home to the
distant Himalayas, to be groomed
a Buddhist.

Ladakh and Srinagar

There is another story of Nicolas
Notovitch, a Russian writer, trav-
elling in India, in the 19th centu-
ry, who discovered an ancient
manuscript at the Hemis
Monastery in Ladakh, which shed
light on life of Esa, as Jesus was
known in Islam. In fact, in 1984,
Nicolas wrote a book "The
Unknown Life of Jesus Christ"
(which stands largely discredit-
ed), in which he claimed that
Jesus, between the age of 14 and
29, was in India, where he studied
with the Buddhist and the Hindu
monks, before returning back
home to Israel, to preach. In the
teachings of Jesus, there seems a

\\—\_\

deep connection with Buddhist
philosophy rather than Jewish.
No wonder there are uncanny
similarities between the teach-
ings and miracles of Buddha and
Jesus. After his rescue from cru-
cifixion, it made sense to return
back to Kashmir, to escape the
Romans. In remote Himalayas,
there still lives a tribe that is con-
sidered to be the descendants of
one of the ten 'lost tribes of Israel'
who considers Jesus as their
Youza or 'Leader of the Healed'.
Jesus or Ziarati Hazrati Youza
Asouph, is said to have returned
to Kashmir in his 30s, where he
continued to live and preach till
he died in 80 AD and was buried
at Roza Bal shrine in Srinagar.
Local researchers point out many
details to establish that this is,
indeed, the real tomb of Jesus.
But no serious work has been
done to determine whether it is
the tomb of Jesus or not.

Talpiot Tombs

Then, one day in the spring of
1980, two tombs came to light in
the East Talpiot neighbourhood,
not far from the old city of
Jerusalem, where a construction

m

n the teachings of Jesus,

there seems a deep connec-
tion with Buddhist philosophy
rather than Jewish. No wonder
there are uncanny similarities
between the teachings and mir-
acles of Buddha and Jesus.
After his rescue from crucifix-
ion, it made sense to return
back to Kashmir, to escape the
Romans. In remote Himalayas,
there still lives a tribe that is
considered to be the descen-
dants of one of the ten 'lost
tribes of Israel' who considers
Jesus as their Youza or 'Leader
of the Healed'. Jesus or Ziarati
Hazrati Youza Asouph, is said to
have returned to Kashmir in his
30s, where he continued to live
and preach till he died.

company was digging the ground
to lay foundations for a housing
complex. During digging, one of
the tombs (Tomb 2) was damaged
by the excavator and it was
sealed up again without any
investigation or documentation
of what was inside largely
because there was pressure from
religious groups to leave it undis-
turbed. The distinctive thing
about these unearthed tombs was
that they had a prominent sym-
bol above the doorway. It was a
chevron, a V-shaped mark, often
inverted with a circle in the mid-
dle. There are several plausible
meanings but the symbol still
remains a riddle today.

Talpiot Tomb 1

Talpiot Tomb 1 was a typical rock-
cut tomb, which was laid out in a
traditional design. It consisted of
a central chamber around which
there were six deep cavities large
enough to lay out a dead body.
Burial customs of the time
demanded that after an year, the
tomb be opened again and the
skeletal remains collected and
placed inside an ossuary. Now, an
'ossuary' is like a small coffin box

made of sandstone, in which only
bones were stored. Ten ossuaries
were found in Tomb 1. In
Jerusalem, a living city since last
5,000 years, it was natural that
archaeological objects like ossuar-
ies would frequently come to light
during development diggings. In
the 1970s and 80s, during the con-
struction boom, thousands of
ossuaries were found along with
other artefacts. The standard pro-
cedure was to call the office of the
Israel Antiquities Authority, the
TAA, who would then send a team
to document the tomb before
development work was allowed to
resume. And, whatever, that could
be removed, was taken away to the
authority's warehouse, not far
from Jerusalem and stored for
later scrutiny.

And that's exactly what hap-
pened! Twenty years later, in year
2000, the Talpiot tomb ossuaries
came up for closer examination.
After the bones and remains found
inside the ossuaries were all
bagged, boxed and reburied out-
side Jerusalem, the process of cat-
aloguing the bone boxes began.
Six, out of ten ossuaries from the
Talpiot Tomb, had the name of the
dead person inscribed on the side.
One of them had an astonishing
name: Yeshua, son of Joseph.

Family of Jesus

Could this be the ossuary of Jesus
(known as Yeshua in Hebrew)?
And if yes, then all the other nine
must be from his family. The sec-
ond name discovered on the
Talpiot ossuaries was Maria, in
Hebrew, for Mary. Could this be
the Virgin Mary's ossuary? Then
they found another family name:
Jose, who was a brother of Jesus
and then Matthew, who figures in
the genealogy of Mary. Critics
said that these are very common
Jewish names from that period
and it would be farfetched to sug-
gest that this was the tomb of
Jesus. But a documentary film-
maker thought otherwise.

Docu-Drama

In 2007, Discovery & Vision TV in
Canada co-produced a documen-
tary that covered the findings of
the Talpiot Tombs. They came into
this project like investigative jour-
nalists, determined to find the
truth, whether the Talpiot Tomb
was, indeed, that of Jesus and his

Leonardo da Vinci's drawing of Mary Magdalene.

Leonardo da Vindi's drawing of Mary Magdalene

family or not. In that sense, they
were the driving force of research
and inquiry into this subject
which had lain dormant for more
than last twenty years. And they
reached shattering conclusions.
That story they told in their docu-
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Homemade Eqg-
Free EQgNoQ

Typically, eggnog is served cold, but it can be enjoyed
warm as well. It can be heated straight from the
refrigerator and served just like hot cocoa.

ere, we share how to make
homemade egg-free eggnog
that everyone will love
(and go back for seconds,
and thirds). This is a hit at
EVERY holiday party!

What is traditional eggnog?

mentary, "The Lost Tomb of

Jesus". Eggnog is a milk-based beverage,
. . often called "milk punch," and is one

Statistical Probability of the most common holiday drinks

One of the first things they did
was to try and decipher the names.
Out of the six names on the
ossuaries, they could figure out
only four i.e. Jesus, son of Joseph,
Maria or mother Mary,
Matthathia or Matthew from
Mary's lineage and Jose, brother of
Jesus. From a list of hundreds of
names found on the ossuary,
Andrey Feuerverger, Prof. of
Mathematics at the University of
Toronto, examined the statistical
probabilities of these four names
and concluded that this could pos-
sibly be the Jesus’s family and
should be investigated seriously.

Mary Magdalene

Then they uncovered yet another
name on one of the Talpiot
ossuary. The inscription had two
parts. The first one read 'Mara'
and the second read as

during winter. It is rich, creamy, and
custard-based, with the addition of
cream and eggs. It is seasoned with
spices and sometimes, spiked with
alcohol, typically rum.

Typically, eggnog is served
cold, but it can be enjoyed warm as
well. It can be heated straight from
the refrigerator and served just
like hot cocoa. Topped with
whipped cream and a dash of cin-
namon, it will warm both bodies
and hearts, after a long day in the
SNOW.

What does eggnog taste like?

Eggnog tastes very much like cus-
tard, and its thick consistency comes
from milk and heavy whipping
cream. It is sweet, rich, and spicy
with notes of cinnamon, ginger, and
nutmeg. If rum is added, it will have
an alcoholic flavour as well.

'Mariamne', which is another Can you make eggnog ® Chilling in the fridge for at least
name for Mary, who was also without eggs? one hour allows flavours to "set"
known as Mara. But it doesn't and eggnog to thicken.

make sense to find two ossuaries Technically, most, if not, all eggnog I di

with the name of Mary, in the contains egg yolks or egg whites, ngredients

tomb of Jesus, until and unless however, you can make an egg-free ® 5 cups whole or 2% milk

this, Mara or Mariamne, was milk punch that tastes as good, ® 1/3-1/2 cup simple syrup (or
none other than Mary Magdalene, creamy, spicy, and delicious as tradi- sugar)

who was a constant companion of tional eggnog. This recipe is deli- ® 1 (3.4 oz) package of instant
Jesus. Mary hailed from a place cious, and it has NO EGGS!!! French vanilla pudding mix
called Magdala, which was a trade ® 1 TB vanilla extract

centre, close to the sea of Galilee. How do you make egg-free ® 1/2tsp nutmeg

Mary and her brother often took eggnog taste like eggnog? ® 1/4 tsp allspice (may sub. cinna-
Jesus' teachings to the Greek- mon)

speaking Jews living there. And, There are several ingredients and ® 1/8tsp ground ginger

so, it was perhaps natural that tips for making homemade egg-free ® 1/4tsp kosher salt

Mary's followers and family eggnog that is creamy and rich like ® Whipping cream

would have written her name in traditional eggnog. Here are the ® Sprinkles

Greek. Mariamne's is the only most important things. .

ossuary found in the Tapiot tomb ® French vanilla instant pudding is Instructions

where the inscription is written KEY! It adds thickness and a 1. Inalarge bowl, pour milk and all
in Greek. As Prof. Andrey "custard" flavour. other ingredients.

Feuerverger found that the statis- ® Whole milk will yield the best 2. Stir mixture to combine, pour
tical probabilities become com- results, but 2% will work also into large blender.

pelling as soon as we add Mary (just won't be as thick). 3. Blend on high for 1 minute.
Magdalene's name to the cluster ® Nutmeg, allspice, and ginger give 4. Pour into large glass carafe or
of four names from the Tapiot the traditional eggnog a flavour. pitcher.

Tomb. From 1 in 97,280,000, the Rum is optional. 5. Cover and refrigerate for at least
probability ratio jumps to 1 in 600! ® Blending in a blender breaks up one hour.

To be continued... Ll the pudding and disperses it well 6. Serve in mugs, garnish with

rajeshsharma1049@gmail.com

with the other ingredients.

whipping cream and sprinkles!
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RIS STAR, 24 formvaR 2023
i
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$ MARUTI SUZUKI

LIGHTNING RARELY
STRIKES TWICE

LEiE IIMNY THUNDER EDITION

S at 210.74 LaRhs ror a limited period.

3

<0
<0

CREATE. INSPIRE.

FRONT BUMPER
FENDER GARNISH AND HOOD GARNISH FRONT SKID PLATE DOOR CLADDING INTERIOR STYLING KIT DOOR VISOR

Contact us at Scan to book

1800'200' 6392 JAIPUR: NEXA MANSAROVAR (AURIC MOTORS PH: 8929207442), NEXA QUEENS ROAD (KP AUTOMOTIVES PH: 7230030501), NEXA VKIA SIKAR ROAD (SATNAM
1800.102. NEXA MOTOCORP PVT. LTD. PH: 9116639102), NEXA TONK ROAD (PREM MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 8058499999), NEXA AJMER ROAD (VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 9116032607),
ALWAR: NEXA MANHAR VILLA (FORTUNE CARS PH: 7230029424).

www.nexaexperience.com
NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

T&C apply. For more information kindly contact NEXA dealerships. Creative visualization. Accessories and features shown may not be part of standard equipment. Black glass on the vehicle is due to lighting
effect. Trademarks used belong to respective Trademark Owners. For details on functioning of safety features, including air bag, kindly refer to the Owner's Manual.
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