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Salim The Man or
Salim The Cricketer?

| had told my friends that | would meet
Frank Worrel and they would laugh at me.
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CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

+9194602 07080
PERFECT SPEECH AND HEARING SOLUTIONS

Tonk Road, JAIPUR | Vaishall Nagar, JAIPUR
www.perfecthearingsolutions.com
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"Greetings to a great

player: Gary Sobers"

Salim Uncle's
black marble
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Salim Durani had a special
place & was a hero & a hard
throb to many youngsters.
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Salim The Man or
Salim The Cricketer?

Who will be missed more

Y3 ""’ ‘

4 4
T
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alim Durani was a
great narrator and he
was full of stories. A
session with him
revealed about his
persona and his life.
He did not minced
word and called a
spade a spade. He
benefitted and ruined
by many people, but he never had
any ill will against anybody.

He narrated me numerous sto-
ries of his life- on and off the field
which in today's world of entertain-
ment with variants of cinema
available could be made into a film.

He would take pride in one par-
ticular experience of his youth
when he as a cricketer was about to
make his mark.

Salim Durani narrated:

I learned all my cricketing in
Jamnagar and was lucky to make
my Ranji Trophy debut for
Saurashtra in 1953 when I was bare-
ly 18. I had seen Vinoo Mankad
playing as a child and it was the

| learned all my
cricketing in Jamnagar
and was lucky to make
my Ranji Trophy debut
for Saurashtra in 1953
when | was barely 18. |
had seen Vinoo Mankad
playing as a child and it
was the dream of every
cricketer then to
emulate Mankad. He
was my idol. This was
the time when the Silver
Jubilee Overseas team
with many big names in
cricket like Sir Frank
Worrel was on a tour of
India. This team played
its matches in

several cities including
Jaipur & Rajkot.

Prakash
Bhandari

The writer is a sen-

would bring us back.

#GOOD BYE

dream of every cricketer then to
emulate Mankad. He was my idol.
This was the time when the Silver
Jubilee Overseas team with many
big names in cricket like Sir Frank
Worrel was on a tour of India. This
team played its matches in several
cities including Jaipur and Rajkot.
I was a great admirer of Frank
Worrel and the visiting team was
playing a match at Rajkot which
was some 60 miles from my home-
town Jamnagar. The team was play-
ing a three-day match at Rajkot and
we friends decided to go to Rajkot
everyday to watch the match.

Kind Gesture

The distance between Jamnagar
and Rajkot was some 95 km and
travelling everyday was difficult.
But as we were all very keen to
watch the match, we decided to
travel and return the same day. I
was from an ordinary family and
going to see a match for three days
was a sheer luxury. But my mother,
who was my inspiration as I was
trying to make a mark in cricket
somehow managed Rs five for me.
There was an early morning train

Frank Worrel.

going from Jamnagar to Rajkot and
this train would reach just before
the match begins. The same train

During the match in which
Vinoo Mankad was also playing I
could see Frank Worrel in action.
He used to bowl and bat with great
ease and it was his batting that
impressed me. He was a class apart
and became my instant hero. For
the two days, I could see him in
action. During the two days during
the match, I tried to see him close.
But the players' enclosure was sepa-
rated with barbed wires. But I could
see Frank from a distance as he
would sit in the pavilion watching
the match. I had a deep desire to
meet him, but reaching the pavilion
from the general stand was not easy
as the police would not allow. I had
told my friends that I would meet
Frank Worrel and they would laugh
at me. But I was determined to meet
him. On the third day during the
lunch break, I could manage to
jump the barbed wires and sneaked
into the pavilion where the players

were all there.

Suddenly Vinoo Mankad spotted
me and asked how could I get in. I
told him Vinoo Bhai I have a great
desire to meet Frank Worrel. He
asked me to wait.
returned held one of my hand and
took me to Worrel and introduced
me to him. Frank Worrel shook
hands with me, I was in total disbe-
lief. It was something which I had
never expected. Vinoo Bhai intro-
duced me as a budding cricketer
and Frank wished me well. Then
Mankad and Franks left the scene
as the play resumed.

I ran to my friends and happily
declared, I had met Frank. But they
did not believe me. They wanted
proof. I asked them to come to the
ground where we would practice
and get it confirmed from Vinoo
Bhai. Eventually, Vinoo Bhai told
them that he had introduced me to
Frank. This came as a big disap-
pointment to my friends.

The West Indies came to India
for the 1958-59 series, but Worrel
was not in this team that had Gerry
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Then, he

ran to my friends and happily

declared, | had met Frank. But
they did not believe me. They
wanted proof. | asked them to
come to the ground where we
would practice and get it
confirmed from Vinoo Bhai.
Eventually, Vinoo Bhai told them
that he had introduced me to
Frank. This came as a big
disappointment to my friends.

Alexander, Rohan Kanhai and
Wesley Hall.

I dreamed that one day I would
play against Sir Frank Worrel. This
dream came true in the 1961-62
series between India and West
Indies when I was chosen to tour
West Indies under the leadership of
Nari Contractor.

In this series, I scored a century
_ (104) in the Port Of Spain Test, fac-
i ing the fierce pace of Wesley Hall
and Charlie Griffith. I was particu-
lary severe on Gary Sobers and hit
Pl him all around and played spinner
Gibbs with complete ease. Frank in
the second innings bowled just
three over. I punished all the
bowlers and so was Polly Umrigar,
who scored an unbeaten 172 in the
second innings. Yet, we lost the

-

match. In fact the West Indies made
a clean 5-0 sweep in the series.

This was my only century in the
Test. Just as I completed my century,
Frank came near me and congratu-
lated me and also patted my back.
Such gestures are not seen in today's
Test matches. Sir Frank was a great
cricketer and a great human being.

During the series, I went to him
and sat close and told me how as a
teenager I fulfilled my desire to
meet him in Rajkot. I also told him
that someday, I would play against
him. Sir Frank gave me a few tips
that I used in my career.

Brilliant Knock

The West Indies came to India in
1965-66 and by then Sir Worrel, who
was teaching in the university in

Easter

aster is considered one of the most important holidays in the Christian faith, and is typically observed
with various customs, such as attending church services, taking part in Easter egg hunts, and
sharing meals with loved ones. Easter Sunday, which is the main day of celebration, falls on the first
Sunday following the first full moon after the vernal equinox, which marks the beginning of spring.
The date of Easter can therefore vary from year to year, but it is always celebrated in the springtime.
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West Indies had retired. He became
the Dean of the university there
and during the 1965-66, he was invit-
ed to India by the University Grant's
Commission. He was there to watch
the Bombay Test match where I
scored a half century. He is the only
cricketer, whose photographs could
be seen in the Barbadis Island's cur-
rency and
Worrel after the match congratulat-
ed me for my brilliant knock. But I
was dropped for the next Test which
is another story.

Durani would always regret that
he could not go on any tour of
South Africa, England, Australia
and Pakistan. When Bangladesh
started playing Test, he told me had
he been playing, he would have
loved to play in Bangladesh as his

Salim Durani.

sister Sozah lived there as her hus-
band was in business in Dhaka.

In the 1973-74 Ranji Trophy sea-
son in the knockout Rajasthan
played against Railways in the quar-
ter-final at Karnail Singh Stadium,
in Delhi Lala Amarnath, who used
to stay in the nearby Panchkuian
Road in the Railway Officer's quar-
ter when he came to know that
Salim was playing the match just
came to see him, It was Lala
Amarnath as the Chairman of the
selection committee selected Salim
for his Test debut in 1959-60 against
the Richie Benaud's Australian
team for the Bombay Test.

The Injury

During the match, Salim was hit by
a bouncer by Gunwant Desai. The
impact of the ball was very heavy
on his face and he broke the nose
bone and the injury also affected
one of the eye. He was taken to the
railway Hospital where an emer-
gency operation was performed.
The injury was grievous and affect-
ed his vision. The doctors were
apprehensive he would not be able
to play again.

He was in the hospital for

almost a month, there was nobody

in postage stamps.

to look after him. He was getting
free medical treatment in the rail-
way Hospital, but he had to buy the
medicine and pay for his food.
Thanks to Raj Singh Dungarpur,
who sent him some money, Salim
could get himself treated. This inci-
dent often made him bitter and he
would curse the Rajasthan govern-
ment and the RCA for the ill treat-
ment meted out to him.

However, as Rajasthan reached
finals against Karnataka and the
match was to be played in Jaipur.
Salim returned to Jaipur and still
recovering from the facial injury,
he started practicing again and
scored a half century in the Ranji
final which Karnataka under
Erapalli Prasanna won.
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The free soul with
no inhibitions

&
' % Raju

‘ Mukherji
ost Indians feel that
the turning point of
Indian cricket was
in 1983. Yes, India
won the ODI World
Cup in UK.

But if the gen-
uine cricket follower cares to
put his hand on his heart, his
conscience will reveal the
truth: the most significant
year of Indian cricket on-the-
field was 1971.

India defeated West Indies
and England in successive
Test series within months on
their own backyards.

The man who took India to
the top of the cricketing world
way back in 1971 happened to
be a man born in
Afghanistan. The 'Kabuliwala'
who was christened 'Prince
Salim' by his innumerable
fans around the country was
the chief architect of that
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splendid victory in West
Indies and laid the foundation
for Chandrasekhar's inspired
spell at the Oval within
months. Let all genuine crick-
et lovers have the courage to
admit this essential truth.
Salim Durani was a free
soul without a care for the
morrow. Had no inhibition;
had no ego. He borrowed
money and bought beer and
coke to share with the 'credi-
tor'! Next day in the most sub-
tle manner possible, he left
the exact amount into the
man's shirt pocket! I can
vouch for the incident
because the person happened
to be me. At Hyderabad dur-
ing the Moin-ud-Dowla
Trophy way back in 1976.

In a career that spanned
nearly 15 years, the magnifi-
cent all-rounder played in
only 29 Tests. He went on only
two tours abroad - both to the
Caribbean ten years apart -
where he showed the world
his true greatness.

The national selectors, in
all their wisdom, realized that
Durani would be a 'passenger’
on tours to England, Australia
and New Zealand between 1959
and 1974!

Once I asked him the rea-
son for being omitted from the
Indian team to England in
1967. The disarming smile
softly uttered with all the
sweetness of an Urdu couplet,

"The selectors thought
England would be too cold for
me."

Why not to Australia and
New Zealand the following
year?

A charming, subtle wink
elaborated, "May be too hot
for me."

Handsome is as the hand-
some does, so goes the cliché.

Absolutely true in Durani's
case. The greenish-blue eyes
looked at the world from a tall,
handsome frame. He was all
elegance and style.

He was as much the people's
man as he was of the connois-
seurs. A hero to millions. At
Calcutta people still - now
nearly 50 years since he last
played for India - go crazy
when they see him. When my
book on the 150th year of Eden
Gardens in 2014 was in print, a
cricket addict said, "I shall buy
the book only if Durani's photo
is on the cover. No one ever was
more popular than he at Eden."

Absolutely correct the gen-
tleman was. He always
seemed to keep his best for the
Eden Gardens crowd. In 1965
in one over of magic weave he
had three Aussies in hypno-
sis. Unfortunately his wonder-
ful spell did not get the
acknowledgement as the
match was curtailed owing to
unseasonal rain.

"Yes, I enjoyed the support
of the crowd at Eden. To be
honest, I enjoy only if the
spectators enjoy it wherever
that be. Otherwise what is the
purpose of sports?" How true.

Only a genuine artist like
Prince Salim can say so -
exactly like Mushtaq Ali of
yester year - in such an easy,
relaxed manner.

At Eden during my book
inaugural session he told a
packed audience, "...I always
wanted to be a railway engine
driver...Never thought I had
any talent for cricket...Life
has been good to me...No
regrets at all..."

The Glamorous Showman
-
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he crowd always
came first to him.
He played to the
gallery because the
crowd expected him
to; sometimes he
succeeded, many
times he did not, but it only
added to his mystique, popu-
larity and appeal.

I first saw Salim Durani in
1966. An Army officer relative
of mine had bought two sea-
son tickets for the Test against
West Indies at the Brabourne
Stadium in Bombay (as
Mumbai was known then). As
the second ticket was for
someone else, who could not
make it, my cousin took me
along. India batting first had
lost half the side when a tall
handsome figure walked in. I
was told by my cousin that the
man played for the same State
(Rajasthan) from where we
came from. What struck me
immediately about him was
how fair he was (Raj Kapoor
'khandaan' type). He stroked
his hair back a couple of
times with his gloved right
hand while he strode to the
wicket.

I don't remember much
about the early part of his
innings except that the crowd
heaved a sigh of relief when
he was dropped by Dave
Holford. I become an
unabashed admirer of the
man himself. It was a huge
straight six off Charlie
Griffith played with the full
follow through of the bat with

the ball landing in the CCI
balcony. It was plain magic.
However, trying a repeat, he
was bowled soon after by
Garry Sobers and banished
from the Test scene for the
next five years for reasons I
only came to know many
years later.

The next I saw him playing
was for Central Zone against
Bill Lawry's Australian side
at the then half-completed
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in
Jaipur in 1969. Those days
many spectators carried tran-
sistors to the ground to help
identify players. I can recall
Raj Singh Dungarpur describ-
ing the action in his rich cul-
tured voice. "Mayne from the
Sanganer end...bowls to
Durani...and Durani hooks...."
It was heady stuff.

The third time I saw him
was in a Ranji match in the
early 1970s at Ajmer's Mayo
College ground, which Arthur
Gilligan described as one of
the most picturesque he had
ever seen.

I would like to share an
interesting story from the
1974 Ranji Trophy final
between Rajasthan and
Karnataka which I was a wit-

ness to and which also fea-
tured another great, Erapalli
Prasanna.

Salim Bhai had fractured
his nose in the quarterfinal
against Railways while trying
to hook a ball from Gunwant
Desai. He was hit flush on the
face and the blow even affect-
ed his eyesight. He told the
Rajasthan team management
that he was in no condition to
play, but the captain,
Hanumant Singh, would have
none of it.

On the eve of the match,
after a long net session,
Hanumant, Durani and
Parthasarthy Sharma were
engaged in a discussion with
Raj Singh Dungarpur and
Kishan Rungta. After a few
minutes, the conversation
shifted to the forthcoming
tour of England for which
both Parathasarthy Sharma
and Brijesh Patel were in the
reckoning but knew that only
one of them was going to
make the cut. Salim Bhai told
Parth, "Dekh Parth, mein
Patel ko toh run nahin banane
dunga iski guarantee leta
hoon, lekin tere run toh khud
tujhe hee banane padenge,
woh mein tere liye nahin kar

sakta."

The next morning the mer-
curial genius beat Patel three
times in an over, but the bats-
man survived somehow. The
next over was a repeat and by
then Patel was getting desper-
ate. He tried to hit his way out
of trouble against CG Joshi
but offered a tame catch to
Sunil Benjamin.

The next innings we saw
an even more memorable
spell from the great Salim
Durani where he made the
Karnataka batsman look like
an absolute novice. He beat
Patel twice on the forward
stroke, rapped him on the

An interesting
story from the
1974 Ranji
Trophy final
between Rajasthan
and Karnataka

pads thrice and then ended
his misery by getting him
caught by Najmul Hussain.
However, the story does not
end there. On the opposite
side was another genius, the
visiting captain, Erapalli
Prasanna, who was equally
determined to ensure a place
for his Karnataka boy. When
Parth came in to bat, the mas-
ter off spinner placed two
fielders close on the leg side
and then easily deceived him
in flight with Sanjay Desai
taking a dolly at short mid-
wicket. Parth did get some
runs in the second innings
but by then the team had
already been announced!

'Greetings to a great
player Gary Sobers"

Nawabzada
Saad bin Jung

ucky is the man
who has spent time
with a tiger in the

wilds, cuddled a
mahseer in his
arms, swum the

waters with croco-
diles, trekked in the
Himalayas, seen the light of
God, and walked in the shad-
ow of Salim Durani.

I have read many epitaphs
on this genius, every one of
them a heartfelt grievance at
the loss of a hero. Some writ-
ers believed they needed to
associate with the departed
greatness, for others it was a
genuine outpouring of grief,
tinged with fear. Sorrow at the
loss of their friend and fear
that death is the culmination
of life, no matter who you are.

The greatest complement
ever given to a cricketer has
already been bestowed on
Salim Durani. Karsan Ghavri
in his praise of Salim Saab
writes of a meeting with Sir
Gary Sobers in 1977. Sir Gary
asked for a message to be
given to Salim Durrani,
"Greetings from a good player
to a great player." No comple-
ment can be greater for any
cricketer for there will never
be a greater player than Sir
Gary Sobers. Normally such a
display of admiration is given
to one after his passing, never

when one is alive. For Sir
Gary to say this 35 years ago,
places Salim Bhai in a sphere
of exclusivity and greatness,
known to but a handful of
sportsmen, the world over.
Through the years I have
questioned my uncle, Nawab
MAK Pataudi, about Salim
Bhai not playing more games
under his captaincy. For some
reason he chose not to speak
about him. And I never did
understand that. Every crick-
eter of the 60's and 70's that I
met raved about his cricket-
ing prowess but here was a
captain of India refusing to
open up about one of the
greatest all- rounders that
India has produced. I would
pester ML Jaisimha about
Salim Bhai and he agreed that
Salim Bhai was a great crick-
eter but for some reason
would not define that great-
ness. I would meet Salim Bhai
often at Rajan Bala's house
and we would do our, highly
spirited, evenings of cricket. I
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would treasure each story no
matter how many times it was
repeated. Then I met Parath
Sharma and he peeled open
Salim Bhai's greatness one
tale after another, each
inscribed in cricketing folk-
lore by Salim Bhai's fans.
One such story, I have
heard a million times and nar-
rated many times more. South
Zone was playing Central at
Fateh Maidan. It was tea time.
The dressing room was sepa-
rated by a green felt cloth.
One could easily hear the
opponents  speak. Tiger
Pataudi was batting on 88 and
ML Jaisimha on 98. They
started to sledge Salim Bhai.
What ordinary bowlers these
Central boys have. It's quite
boring out in the middle. Just
no challenge, they smirked.
Hanumanth Singh was lead-
ing the opponents and should
have stood up for his bowlers
but chose to remain quiet. In
the end he had to do nothing.
Salim Durani ambled across

Salim Durani going to bat with Polly Umrigar (R).

m

he greatest complement

ever given to a cricketer
has already been bestowed
on Salim Durani. Karsan
Ghavri in his praise of Salim
Saab writes of a meeting
with Sir Gary Sobers in
1977. Sir Gary asked for a
message to be given to
Salim Durrani, "Greetings
from a good player to a
great player."

the green barrier and went to
Pataudi and Jaisimha. '"The
first over, I will get you both',
he rumbled. The two well set
batsmen laughed. 'It's a dead
track Salim. Forget dream-
ing!" they said. They walked
out after tea, each confident of
notching another hundred.
Salim Durrani grabbed the
ball from his captain and with
the first ball, yorked Pataudi.
Middle stump. As the captain
of India walked back, he
donned his hat acknowledg-
ing a worthy opponent. A new
batsman comes in, he is given
a single. It's now ML Jaisimha
facing Durani. The first two
deliveries are tight. No runs.
Salim Durani motions to his
captain that he wants a gully.
Hanumant Singh runs down
to tell him that a slip is
enough on this wicket and
Jaisimha is batting on 98.
Durani tells Parathasarthy
Sharma to get to gully over-
ruling his captain. The next
delivery is spin with such
power that it splits his finger.
The delivery pitched on the
leg and middle and stump saw
the catch going to gully.
(Nawabzada Saad bin Jung
has been a cricketer and
played for both Hyderabad
and Haryana. He is a nephew
of Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi
and is based in Bengaluru
where he works as a conserva-
tionist and a tour operator)

#FLASHBACK-ON-DURANI

Salim Uncle's black
marble Ta; Mahal

My late father Kishan Rungta, who skippered
Rajasthan and was also the Chairman of the
national selection committee of the Cricket Board
admired few cricketers, but Salim was his number
one choice. He would always say, "Salim Jaisa Koi
Nahi, won Bhagwan Ka Bheja Khiladi Hai"
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he dream black marble
Taj Mahal of Salim
Uncle's dream.

When 1 came to
know about the sad
demise of Salim

Durani a part of my childhood
also passed away with him. It
suddenly took me down the
memory lane when our old
house called Man House, on
Sardar Patel Marg full of sporty
activities was dominated by
cricket. The vast lawns of the
house had a practice wicket and
two lawn tennis courts where in
the evenings young and old like
late Raghu Sinha his elder
brother Rangi Sinha, Man
Mohan Lal, Surendra Golcha,
Subhash Periwal, Yogi Durlabhji
and many others would play.

People like Salim Durani, Raj
Singh Dungarpur, Hanumant
Singh, Bhagat Singh ji Mewar at
one side were the ideal for peo-
ple but for me they were uncles
and part of my family Salim
Durani, had a special place and
was a hero and a hard throb to
many youngsters. Salim Uncle
was very special to me.

They would all stay at the
specious Man House and there
were very large rooms with a
number of beds where the crick-
eters were billeted. After the
strenuous anxiety and a full day
of play all my uncles would
come home and my mother
being a perfect host and serving
the famous Man House Chai and
Samosa was a relaxing moment
for the entirety and Salim Uncle
with a cup of tea and samosa in
the same plate would sit chatting
with me and I in my innocence
believing him completely when
he would say that Shahjahan

Mukund
Rungta

nu

Author’s father Klshan Rungta and Sallm Durani.

Salim Uncle always consid-
ered my father as his elder broth-
er and the mentor not only in his
work but also in his thoughts. He
was one person who would get up
of his chair whenever my father
entered the room and would sit
only after he has taken seat.

When I would ask him why
did you do that he with his typi-
cal mischievous smile on his lips
evaded my question and leave
me confused. My late father
Kishan Rungta, who skippered
Rajasthan and was also the
Chairman of the national selec-
tion committee of the Cricket
Board admired few cricketers,
but Salim was his number one
choice. He would always say,
"Salim Jaisa Koi Nahi, won
Bhagwan Ka Bheja Khiladi Hai"

Salim Uncle used to be always
short of money and would
always ask my Father for money.
My father very obligingly would
give him the money, which was

Kishan Rungta (2nd L) with Salim Durrani, Arvind Singh Mewar, Raj Singh
Dungarpur, Syed Kimani and other officials of RCA in Jaipur.

had made the Taj Mahal and was
also going to making another Taj
Mahal of Black marble but could
not make it. When I would ask
WHY, he would say "Chuttey
paise Khattam ho gaye "

This story went down for
quite a while and every time we
would meet, I would ask "Kya
Kala Taj Mahal Ban Gaya" he
would shirk his shoulder and
with a mischievous smile on his
lips would say NO.

Similarly, all the cricketing
kids and my Uncles gathered to
play around with me as a family
and my parents dotingly looked
at us and enjoyed the good and
happy company. I would feel and
demand from them which they
very lovingly would relent to.

ultimately used by the handsome
uncle to oblige young and beauti-
ful butterflies of the society.
During the days of cricket
season, the entire team would
travel from one state to the other
and more than half were staying
at our residence which was a
common occurrence and fair
time for me. Funnily they were
all cricketing mates of my father
and a few were mentored for me.
During their stay in the Man
House my mother would relent-
lessly be supervising the kitchen
to ensure that the players were
well-fed during the breakfast,
lunch and the dinner.
The cricketers had huge
appetite and looking at this my
mother would use the Kkitchen

staff that the food was not in
shortage. At times, the crick-
eter's friends who would come to
see them were also feted. It was a
common feature that whenever
there was an International
match being played in Jaipur,
my father would host a cocktail
dinner for the visiting and the
local team at the specious lawn
of the Man House. An invitation
for this dinner was considered
in the social circle of the Pink
City as a rare privilege. I as the
son of Kishan Rungta used to be
the most sought after person.

My friends and people known
to the family would beg of me to
be invited to have the auto-
graphs. I would take them one by
one to each uncle and request for
the autograph which they happi-
ly obliged.

One incident which my father
narrated to me that once the
entire team was travelling by
train and on the platform every-
body had boarded the train
except Salim Uncle who was hag-
gering with the coolie. My father
went there to find that coolie was
demanding four rupees whereas
Salim Uncle was ready to pay
him Rs. two only. Ultimately, my
father intervened and both
boarded the train only to be told
later that Salim Uncle demanded
two rupees back from the coolie
with the explanation that it is
due to him that the coolie got the
work. This was the sense of
humour Salim Uncle had.

After retiring from cricket he
tried his luck in movies also and
played a leading role opposite
Praveen Babi who was a leading
heroine at that time. After retire-
ment whenever Uncle would be on
a visit to Jaipur, he would always
make it a point to come and visit us
and pay respect to my father. The
last time I met him was a few years
back when his health was really
bad, even then he told me that
"Shah Jahan ney abhi tak Kala Taj
Mahal nahin Banaya" With this
and sad heart I put my pen down
with a feeling that Salim Uncle will
certainly come up with his typical
mischievous smile and humorous-
ly say that "Kala Taj Mahal nahin
Bana" While paying homage to him
I really feel missing my such a
sweet and humorous uncle who
was very smart and handsome and
his typical mischievous smile
added greatly to his personality.
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BABY BLUES

By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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HI, HAMMIE. UH.
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<) HAMMIE AND TAMMY!

ISN'T TUAT QUTE?
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HOW MUCH
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TO CHANGE

MY NAME? 4

LOOK, JEREMY/
I FOLPEDYOUR
CLOTHES INTO

A NEAT, TIDY
STACK!
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By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

CALL ME AN
OPTIMIST.

A FATALIST

OPTIMIST.

HOU ROCK,
MOM.
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