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Now, | was standing less than 3 m away from a cobra, with only a short brick wall
separating us. | couldn't take my eyes off the hissing, striking, fully grown king of snakes.
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Bollywood films that will
make you fall in love with
Kashmir all over again
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PW.D. DISTT.DN.Il, UDAIPUR

No.: 894 Notice Inviting Bid No. 16/2024-25  Dpate: 27.11.2024
NIB No.: PWD2425A2998

~ Bids for Plantation and Material Supzp 27 on under MGNREGA works are invited from interested

bidders upto 29.11.2024 11.00 AM to 08.12.2024 05.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited

on the procurement portal (http:/leproc.rajasthan.gov.in” and “http: h’g{pgp rajasthan.gov.in®) of the
state, and department website. The value of p 2 work is Rs. 247.38 Lacs,
S.No.| UBN No. S.No. | UBN No.
1 PWD2425WS0B10986 2 PWD2425WS0B10987
PWD2425WS0B10988 4 PWD2425' W§BB‘IU§§§
PWD2425WS0B10330 [ PWD2425W50B10991 |
PWD2425WS0B10992 8 PWD2425W30B10993
[] PWD2425WS0B10994 10 | PWD2425WS0B10995 |
1 PWD2425WS0B10996 12 | PWD2425WS0B10997
13 PWD2425WS0B10998 14 | PWD2425WS0B10998
15 PWD2425WS0B11000 1 PWD2425WS0B11001 |
17 PWD2425WS0B11002 1 PWD2425WS0B11005 | (P.C. Audichya)
1‘3 PWD2425WS0B11006 2 PWD2425WS0B11007 Executive Engineer,
PWD2425WS0B11008 22 | PWD2425WS0B11009 PWD Distt. Dn.ll,
DIPR;‘CH 213412024 Udaipurv
e — a1, 2, erow urae w13, wolure, rage-302016,

+ www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jwvnl, -3 : caorb@jvwnl.org
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Living Near Family
Helps Psychology

People and populations that live in
ecologies with more family relatives, or
who imagine themselves to be living in
such ecologies, engage in more extreme
pro-group behaviour, such as being
willing to go to war for their country.

ew research sug-
gests that living
and being around
family more often
affects our psychol-
ogy in some sur-
prising ways. Are
you willing to go to war for
your country? Do you sup-
port death penalty? Do you
feel connected to and trust
people in your community?
The answers to these ques-
tions are all connected to
whether you live around fami-
ly, as researchers say.

They analyzed six studies
about how living in an envi-
ronment with many or few rel-
atives psychologically affected
participants in the United
States, the Philippines, and
Ghana.

“These effects arise
because living in areas with
lots of relatives, or just feeling
like lots of relatives are
around, shifts the importance
people place on supporting oth-
ers (and ensuring they are not
hurt),” says Joshua Ackerman,
a University of Michigan’s pro-
fessor of Psychology.

“People and populations
that live in ecologies with more
family relatives, or who imag-
ine themselves to be living in
such ecologies, engage in more
extreme pro-group behaviour,
such as being willing to go to
war for their country,” he says.
People also feel more connect-

I

ed to others around them and
are more punishing of antiso-
cial behaviours, such as sup-
porting death penalty for mur-
der. For the latter, according to
Ackerman, this serves as a pre-
vention measure to reduce the
risk of harm to family mem-
bers or to punish those who
harm one's family. “Living
around relatives carries both
benefits and problems,” says
lead author, Oliver Sng, a
University of California,
Irvine’s assistant professor of
Psychological Science.

“You naturally feel more
connected to those around you,
as many of them are family of
some sort,” he says. “But this
also means that there are
more people around you
whom you need to protect.
That's why we see people liv-
ing around relatives support-
ing punishment of dangerous
behaviours.”

Sng says that the research
highlights psychological
effects of an underexamined
dimension of our social ecolo-
gy-relatedness. It also holds
implications for understand-
ing the ecological origins of a
range of social behaviours
and cultural differences.

International Ninja Day

spionage, assassination, infiltration, guerrilla warfare and sabotage, these are some of the skills that are inherent in being a
ninja. Clad in their signature black garb from head to toe, ninja appear from the depths of the night like a hawk on stolen
wings, striking their prey and disappearing again without leaving a trace. Ninjas are rumored to be the masters of Kuji-Kiri,
an eastern magical practice that made them capable of combining their natural ability to move like ghosts with supernatural
powers. International Ninja Day is dedicated to remembering and honouring these ancient warriors of China and Japan.
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Irula Tribe's special ways of extracting venom.

Anjali Sharma

Senior Journalist &
Wildlife Enthusiast

didn't know that the
cobra could be so
awe-inspiring. A
few years ago, when
I travelled through
the dry, thorny
scrublands of South
India, someone had
pointed at the
raised hood of this
snake by the road-
side. At the time, though, I was
inside an air-conditioned car on a
perfectly paved highway that
stretched like a gash on the coun-
tryside. The speed of the car and
my urban eyesight had shielded
me from its power.

Now, I was standing less than 3
m away from a cobra, with only a
short brick wall separating us. I
couldn't take my eyes off the hiss-
ing, striking, fully grown king of
snakes. “We are trimming trees
outside,” said Rajendran, calmly
handling the cobra, one of India's
most venomous snakes, wearing
only a loose cotton shirt and a
faded lungi (sarong). He guided
the cobra towards a clay pot using
a long metal rod with a smooth
hook at the end. “The vibrations
of that work are making the snake
nervous.”

I was in Vadanemmeli, a small
coastal village on the outskirts of
Chennai, to meet Rajendran. On
that blindingly hot day, the sun
was turning the waters of the Bay
of Bengal into sparkling bands of
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People from the Irula community-taking

silver as he spoke about his work
with snakes.

Rajendran belongs to the Irula
tribe, one of India's oldest indige-
nous communities, who live along
the north-eastern coast of the
state of Tamil Nadu. They are
known for their ancient and inti-
mate knowledge of snakes, and
their skills form an important but
nearly invisible part of the health-
care system in India.

The snake is only
interested in survival

“Many people are scared of
snakes,” Rajendran said, standing
next to a large sign of the non-ven-
omous snakes of the region. “But
we must remember that the snake
is only interested in survival. If
we move in agitation, the snake
perceives a threat and can strike.
If we stand still, however, it will
often slither away.”

We were at the offices of the
Irula Snake Catchers Industrial
Co-Operative Society, which was
formed in 1978 in Vadanemmeli to
capture snakes and extract their
venom. Nearly 50,000 people die of
snake bites each year in the coun-
try, and the only reliable treat-
ment is the prompt administra-
tion of antivenom. Six companies
across India produce around 1.5
million vials of antivenom annu-
ally, and most of it is derived from
the venom extracted by the Irulas.

Rajendran jumped into a
sunken sandpit enclosed by a low
brick wall, telling me to remain
outside. A high thatched roof pro-
tected the space from the sun, and
a small raised platform in the cen-
tre of the pit had a simple black-
board with details of the snakes
being held in the facility. This was
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part in the ritual in Mamallapuram.

Snake Charmed

“We aren't holding too many snakes right now,” he said, pointing to the
numerous rows of empty clay pots, neatly arranged outside the thatch

structure. Each pot will be half-filled with sand before housing two snakes
each, and the mouth of the pot will be carefully sealed with porous cotton
cloth so that the snakes can't leave the pot but there is still enough air. It is a
necessary precaution, especially when the number of venomous snakes is so
large, both for the safety of the snakes and for human beings in the area.
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to do, catch snakes in Florida.

the venom extraction site.
Rajendran retrieved a kannadi
viriyan (Russell's viper) from a pot
in a corner of the sandpit and
placed it on the platform. The
beautiful circular patterns on its
skin often inspire fear because it
is one of the most aggressive ven-
omous snakes in the region.

“We aren't holding too many
snakes right now,” he said, point-
ing to the numerous rows of
empty clay pots, neatly arranged
outside the thatch structure. Each
pot will be half-filled with sand
before housing two snakes each,
and the mouth of the pot will be
carefully sealed with porous cot-
ton cloth so that the snakes can't
leave the pot but there is still
enough air. It is a necessary pre-
caution, especially when the num-
ber of venomous snakes is so
large, both for the safety of the
snakes and for human beings in
the area.

The co-operative has official
licenses to hold about 800 snakes
at a time. “We keep every snake
for 21 days, and extract venom
four times during that period,”
Rajendran said. The snakes are
then released into the wild. A
small mark on their belly scales
prevents the same snake from
being caught repeatedly. “The
mark goes away after a few moult-
ings.”

Rajendran's confidence in han-
dling snakes and his deep under-
standing of these creatures are
derived from a childhood spent in

Masi and Vadivel, along with Romulus Whitaker, enjoying what they love

the forests and scrublands of the
region. Before he turned 10, he
had seen hundreds of snakes
being captured. The Irulas usually
work in silence, even when they go
into the forest with others. They
instinctively know the signifi-
cance of faint signs on the ground
to either follow clues or dismiss
them. However, they often find it
hard to articulate the details of
their understanding, even to peo-
ple who study reptiles.

The origins of the Irula com-
munity and their interaction with
snakes are shrouded in mystery,
but their mythology blends local
animistic traditions with the
vocabulary of mainstream reli-
gion. Their main deity is a virgin
goddess called Kanniamma, who
is deeply associated with the
cobra. Many rituals involve the
priest entering a trance and hiss-
ing like a snake, symbolising the
spirit of the goddess.

Ironically, for a large part of
the 20th Century, tens of thou-
sands of Irulas made a living by
hunting snakes for their skin. Out
of reverence to their goddess,
though, they wouldn't eat its meat.
Local tanners would pay between
10 and 50 rupees for a single skin
before processing and exporting it
to Europe and the United States
for use in the fashion industry. In
1972, however, the Wildlife
Protection Act in India banned
hunting of a number of animals,
including snakes. “After the
Wildlife Protection Act came into

here are multiple sources of

pressure on the Irulas and
their way of life, though.
Rajendran is worried about the
urban sprawl inching towards
Vadanemmeli and commercial
establishments encroaching
into wild spaces. Chennai is
home to more than seven mil-
lion people and is spreading in
all directions. Vadanemmeli
may be slowly swallowed by
the growing city. The road to
the village is already flanked by
glass-fronted showrooms and
swanky weekend homes.

force, the Irulas were in bad
shape,” said Romulus Whitaker, a
Herpetologist and
Conservationist, who has worked
with the Irulas for nearly 50 years.
He explained that the small
amount of money they made from
selling snake skins was still a
large part of the monthly income
for many Irula families. “I would
say that they were starving,”
Whitaker added.

The formation of the co-opera-
tive society was an important
turning point. Though, the collec-
tive employed less than 1% of the
population (which was estimated
to be around 190,000 in a 2011 cen-
sus), its presence provided legiti-
macy for their traditional skills.
As hunter-gatherers, the Irulas
were used to being considered
poachers by local government offi-
cials. They were also viewed with
suspicion by other communities
in the region, and their work with
snakes added to the prejudice.

Susila, an Irula woman, spoke
about the discrimination that they
often faced. “When we went into
the village, we were called by
derogatory names,” she said.
“We were not treated well and
were often cheated when we bor-
rowed money.”

Many Irulas were illiterate
and ended up as bonded labourers,
de-husking rice in mills. There
was pride in Susila's voice,
though, when she talked about the
skill they would bring even to that
incredibly difficult work. “We can
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work very hard and very carefully.
At the end of a day's work, we
wouldn't have broken tips of even
a single grain of rice during the
de-husking process.”

However, it was their skill
with snakes that brought them an
invitation from the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. Two members of the
collective, Masi and Vadivel, flew
half way across the world to par-
ticipate in a project aimed at curb-
ing the extensive problem of
Burmese pythons in the
Everglades National Park. These
enormous snakes have estab-
lished a large breeding population
in the Everglades, and are threat-
ening endangered populations of
small mammals in the national
park. Over a span of two months,
after 60 forays into the
Everglades, Masi and Vadivel cap-
tured 34 pythons. Trained sniffer
dogs as well as American hunters
were unable to match this effi-
ciency. “The Irulas are our best
bet,” said Joe Wasilewski, a
Wildlife Expert with the
University of Florida, speaking
about a long-term solution for
protecting endangered species
from Burmese pythons.

There are multiple sources of
pressure on the Irulas and their
way of life, though. Rajendran is
worried about the urban sprawl
inching towards Vadanemmeli
and commercial establishments
encroaching into wild spaces.
Chennai is home to more than
seven million people and is
spreading in all directions.

Vadanemmeli may be slowly swal-
lowed by the growing city. The
road to the village is already
flanked by glass-fronted show-
rooms and swanky weekend

Tribe members have now shifted skills to horticulture.

Maasi Magam Agam Irular Festival Mamallapuram Kanniyamman.
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homes. Closer to the venom
extraction site, high-end resorts
are cropping up with views of the
bay and its backwaters.

Additionally, the World Health
Organization has recommended
that antivenom must be generated
from snakes that remain com-
pletely in captivity, This means
that the demand for Irula's skills
may reduce, since they specialise
in the capture of wild snakes.

Masi, Vadivel and Rajendran
may also be the last generation of
Irulas with this impressive under-
standing of the reptiles. Most
Irula parents want their children
to join the mainstream Indian
society in some way. A large per-
centage are enrolled in schools
and do not accompany their par-
ents into the forest.

“Many in the younger genera-
tion are even scared of snakes,”
Whitaker said.

Others, however, continue to
have a deep gratitude for the tradi-
tional skills of their community.
“It was our work with snakes that
supported us in difficult times and
fed us while we struggled,” said
Susila, smiling. “What we learnt
from our elders should not disap-
pear with us.”

I left Vadanemmeli with a
slightly keener eye for these rep-
tiles. I wondered, though, whether
I would be able to follow
Rajendran's advice if I encoun-
tered a cobra in the wild. I some-
how doubted that I would be able
to stand still long enough for it to
calm down and slither away. It is
much more likely that I would
send a prayer to Kanniamma and
try to outrun the snake.
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Kashmir all over again

From snow-capped peaks to serene valleys, these iconic
Bollywood films bring Kashmir's breath-taking charm to life.

hey say heaven is where
love resides, and if that's
true, it's no wonder
Kashmir, often described
as paradise on earth, is
where love seems to bloom
with an almost other-
worldly grace. Its snow-capped
mountains, crystal-clear lakes, and
meadows bursting with flowers
have long been the backdrop for
some of the most iconic tales of
romance in Indian cinema.

From Yash Chopra's dreamy
romantic melodies, where chiffon-
clad heroines danced against the
breath-taking Himalayan landscape,
to modern adaptations like Fitoor,
inspired by Charles Dickens's Great
Expectations, Kashmir has been a
canvas for filmmakers to paint sto-
ries of passion, longing, and unbri-
dled love. Here, dreams seem closer
to reality, and love stories inter-
twine seamlessly with life itself, cre-
ating a story as complex and com-
pelling as the valley's history.

The following films remind you
of the beauty of Kashmir, and why
it shall always be India's most
enchanting landscape.

Kashmir Ki Kali, 1964

In Kashmir Ki Kali (1964), director
Shakti Samanta crafted a cinematic
love letter to Kashmir, transforming
the region into a vivid and enchant-
ing character in its own right.
Starring Shammi Kapoor and Saira
Banu, the film's famous song
sequences like ‘Taarif Karoon Kya
Uski’ unfold against these idyllic
backdrops. From the iconic house-
boats of Dal Lake to the snow-dust-
ed meadows of Gulmarg, every
frame of the film is imbued with the
cultural and natural splendor of
Kashmir. Samanta's depiction of
Kashmir as a paradise on earth set a
new benchmark for Bollywood's por-
trayal of the region. Iconic locations
such as Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and
Srinagar are not only stunning but
also culturally resonant even today.

Aradhana, 1969

Aradhana, directed by Shakti
Samanta, and starring Rajesh
Khanna, whose charismatic per-
formance cemented his status as
Bollywood's first superstar, and
Sharmila Tagore, the film revolves
around themes of love, sacrifice,
and resilience. Its unforgettable
soundtrack, composed by S. D.
Burman, includes classics like

‘Kora Kagaz Tha Yeh Man Mera,” a
poignant ode to love set against the
stunning landscapes of Kashmir.
The majestic beauty of Dal Lake,
the meadows of Pahalgam, and the
snow-Kkissed vistas of Gulmarg not
only enrich the romantic ambiance
but also solidify Kashmir's legacy as
a cinematic paradise.

Bobby, 1973

Raj Kapoor's Bobby marked a revo-
lutionary moment in Bollywood,
bringing together youthful romance
with a critique of class disparity.
Starring debutants, Rishi Kapoor
and Dimple Kapadia, the film traces
the love story of Raj, a wealthy busi-
nessman's son, and Bobby, the
daughter of a modest fisherman,
against a backdrop of familial oppo-
sition and societal challenges. The
film's visual splendor was magni-
fied by its Kashmir setting, with
Gulmarg emerging as an iconic site.
The ‘Bobby Hut,” nestled in this pic-

turesque locale, became a symbol of
the film's romantic legacy, attract-
ing generations of fans. Beyond its
captivating story, Bobby reshaped
Bollywood's portrayal of young love
and rekindled the industry's endur-
ing romance with Kashmir.

Kabhi Kabhi, 1976

Yash Chopra's Kabhi Kabhi is a
timeless tale of love, poetry, and
destiny, with Amitabh Bachchan
and Rakhee Gulzar at its heart, con-
cocting a romance shaped by socie-
tal pressures and personal dreams.
Known, particularly for Khayyam's
evocative music and Sahir
Ludhianvi's beautiful lyrics, the
enchanting valleys of Kashmir,
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Dal Lake,
serve as a breathtaking backdrop,
their lush meadows, snow-draped
landscapes, and tranquil waters
mirroring the emotional solemnity
of the story Despite challenges,
including a tense political climate
and a near-violent incident involv-
ing Rishi Kapoor during filming,
Kashmir's unparalleled beauty
became an integral part of the
film's narrative. The iconic song
‘Kabhi Kabhi Mere Dil Mein,” shot
amidst these picturesque locales,
immortalizes the region's allure
and solidifies its legacy as
Bollywood's quintessential setting
for love stories.

Silsila, 1981

Silsila, directed by Yash Chopra, is
a milestone film in Hindi cinema.
Its exquisite production design and
iconic shooting locations bring the
film's romantic sequences to life
through the landscapes of Kashmir,
including Pahalgam and its lush
valleys, where snow-capped moun-
tains and verdant greenery set the
stage for a story of love and betray-
al, obligations and affairs, sacri-
fices and losses. Complementing
these were the vibrant tulip gar-
dens of Keukenhof in Amsterdam,
as seen in the iconic song ‘Dekha Ek
Khwab.” The production design cap-
tured both the intimacy of the char-
acters' relationships and the
grandeur of their surroundings.
Kashmir, with its paradisiacal
beauty, becomes both a sanctuary
for romance and a stage for heart-
break. These locations, paired with
Shiv-Hari's soul-stirring music,
make Silsila an enduring ode to
love, longing, and the landscapes
that shape them.

BABY BLUES

By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

ZITS

By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman
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